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Government Schemes and Programs 
 
 
 
Yuva Sangam registration portal  

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of Education has launched the “Yuva Sangam” portal. 
 
What is Yuva Sangam? 

 It is an initiative of the Prime Minister of India. 
 Aim: To build close ties between the youth of the North East Region and the rest of India under 

the spirit of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat. 
 Under the initiative, the youth of 18 years to 30 years from North East will get an opportunity to 

see different states of the country to understand their art, culture and languages. 
 Significance: The program is an opportunity for the youth of the North East to explore the 

country. It will also give an opportunity to them to celebrate the ancient culture and natural 
diversity of India. 

 
Save Wetlands Campaign 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change has launched the ‘Save Wetlands 
Campaign’. 
 
What is the Save Wetlands Campaign? 

 The Save Wetlands Campaign is structured on a “whole of society” approach for wetlands 
conservation, enabling affirmative actions for wetlands conservation at all levels of society. 

 This campaign over the next year will include sensitizing people of the value of wetlands, 
increasing the coverage of wetland mitras and building citizen partnerships for wetlands 
conservation. 

 
What is Mission Sahbhagita? 

 It was launched by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) in 2022. 
 Aim: To healthy and effectively manage the network of 75 wetlands of national and 

international significance. 
 
What is World Wetlands Day? 

 World Wetlands Day is observed on 2nd February every year worldwide to commemorate the 
signing of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance in 1971. 

 India has been a party to the Convention since 1982 and has so far declared 75wetlands as 
Ramsar sites covering 23 states and Union Territories. 

 Theme for 2023: ‘Wetland Restoration’ which highlights the urgent need to prioritize wetland 
restoration. 

 



 
 

National Bioenergy  

What is the News? 
Government initiates various steps under National Bioenergy Programme to promote and encourage 
establishment of new waste to energy plants 
 
What is the National Bioenergy Programme? 

 The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has notified the National Bioenergy Programme in 
November 2022. 

 Duration of the scheme: FY 2021-22 to 2025-26 
 Sub-schemes: The programme comprises of following sub-schemes: 

o Waste to Energy Programme: Under this, companies that take up production of biogas, bio 
CNG, and electricity from urban, industrial and agricultural waste and residues would be 
given central financial assistance(CFA). 

o Biomass Programme: It is aimed at supporting the manufacturing of briquettes and pellets, 
apart from the promotion of biomass (non-bagasse) based cogeneration in industries. 

o Biogas Programme to support the setting up of family and medium size Biogas in rural 
areas. 

 
What is a Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT) Initiative? 

 Under the SATAT scheme, entrepreneurs shall set up CBG plants, produce & supply CBG to Oil 
Marketing Companies (OMCs) for sale as automotive & industrial fuels. 

 Aim: To produce compressed biogas (CBG) from Waste and Biomass sources like agricultural 
residue, cattle dung, sugarcane press mud, Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) and sewage treatment 
plant waste and make CBG available in the market for use as a green fuel. 
o The Bio-Gas is purified to remove hydrogen sulphide (H2S), carbon dioxide (CO2), and 

water vapor and compressed as Compressed Bio-Gas (CBG), which has methane (CH4) 
content of more than 90%. 

 
What is the GOBAR-Dhan Scheme? 

 GOBAR-Dhan (Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro Resources- Dhan) was launched by the Department 
of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS) in 2018 as a part of the Biodegradable Waste 
Management component under Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) (SMB-G) to positively impact 
village cleanliness and generate wealth and energy from cattle and organic waste.  

 The main focus of the scheme is to keep villages clean, increase the income of rural households, 
and generate energy and organic manure from cattle waste. 

 
 
Operation Sadbhavana in Ladakh 

What is the News? 
The Indian Army is running Operation Sadbhavana in Ladakh. 
 
What is Operation Sadbhavana? 

 Operation Sadbhavana (Goodwill) is a unique humane initiative undertaken by the Indian Army 
in Ladakh. 



 
 

 Purpose: The focus of the operation is to improve the overall core social indices of Education, 
Women & Youth Empowerment, and Health care with a simultaneous thrust on capacity 
building through the implementation of community/infrastructure development projects. 

 Indian Army is presently running seven (07) Army Goodwill Schools (AGS) under ‘Operation 
SADBHAVANA’ in Ladakh Region. More than 2,200 Students are currently studying in these 
schools. 

 
What is Kargil Ignited Minds Initiative? 

 It is an initiative launched by the Indian Army exclusively for girl students of Kargil.  It aims to 
prepare these students for various competitive examinations for admission into various 
professional colleges and institutions in India. 

 
KUSUM scheme 

What is the News? 
The deadline for the PM KUSUM scheme to install 30,000 MW solar power capacity in rural India by 
2022 has now been pushed to March 2026. 
 
What is Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha Evam Uttham Mahabhiyan (PM-KUSUM)? 

 Launched in: 2019 
 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 
 Aim: To provide energy and water security to farmers, enhance their income, de-dieselize the 

farm sector and reduce environmental pollution.  
 Components: PM-KUSUM scheme supports three different kinds of installations, known as the 

three components of the scheme as given below:  
o Component-A: 10,000 MW of decentralized ground-mounted grid-connected renewable power 

plants of individual plant size up to 2 MW.  
o Component-B: Installation of 20 lakh standalone solar-powered agricultural pumps. 
o Component C: Solarisation of 15 lakh existing grid-connected Agriculture pumps.  

 
National Dialysis Programme 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare has informed Lok Sabha about Pradhan 
Mantri National Dialysis Programme (PMNDP). 
 
What is Dialysis? 

 Dialysis is a procedure that removes waste and fluids from the body that the kidneys are not 
able to remove.  

 Dialysis also aims to keep the body in balance by correcting the levels of various toxic 
substances in the blood.  

 Without dialysis, all patients with complete kidney failure would die from the build-up of toxins 
in the bloodstream.  

 
Types of Dialysis: There are two main types of dialysis:  



 
 

 Hemodialysis (HD, commonly known as blood dialysis): In HD, the blood is filtered through a 
machine that acts like an artificial kidney and is returned back into the body.HD needs to be 
performed in a designated dialysis center. It is usually needed about 3times per week, with each 
episode taking about 3-4 hours.  

 Peritoneal dialysis (PD, commonly known as water dialysis): In PD, the blood is cleaned without 
being removed from the body. The abdomen sac (lining) acts as a natural filter. A solution 
(mainly made up of salts and sugars) is injected into the abdomen that encourages filtration 
such that the waste is transferred from the blood to the solution.  

o There are 2 types of PD – continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD) and automated 
peritoneal dialysis (APD). CAPD needs to be done 3 to 5 times every day, but does not require a 
machine. APD uses an automated cycler machine to perform 3to 5 exchanges during the night 
while the patient is asleep. 

 
What is Pradhan Mantri National Dialysis Programme (PMNDP)?Source: PIB 

 Launched in: 2016-17  
 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
 Nodal Mission: National Health Mission (NHM) 
 Aim: To ensure the availability of dialysis services free of cost to Below Poverty Line (BPL) 

beneficiaries at the district hospitals in the country.  
 The guidelines for Programme envisage the provision of dialysis services in PPP (Public Private 

Partnership) mode. 
 Financing: For Below Poverty Line (BPL) economic group: 100% expenses are directly covered 

under NHM by the government. 
 For non-BPL patients: They can get treated at the district hospitals by paying the same rates as 

paid by the government for the BPL patient. 
 
One-time small savings scheme  

What is the News? 
In the Union Budget 2023-24, the Finance Minister has announced a new small savings scheme for 
women called Mahila Samman Saving Certificate(MSSC). 
 
What is a Mahila Samman Saving Certificate(MSSC)? 

 It is a one time small saving scheme for women. 
 
Key Features of the scheme:  

 The scheme will be made available for a two-year period up to March 2025. 
 It will have a fixed interest rate of 7.5% for two years.  
 The deposit can be made in the name of a woman or a girl child.  
 The maximum deposit amount has been kept at ₹2 lahks and the scheme will have a partial 

withdrawal facility as well. 
 Significance of the scheme: Mahila Samman Savings Certificate with a higher rate of interest will 

encourage more women to adopt formal financial saving instruments. 
 
XR Startup Program 



 
 

What is the News? 
MeitY Startup Hub (MSH), an initiative of the Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) 
and Meta have announced the list of 120 startups and innovators for the XR Startup Program. 
 
What is an XR Startup Program? 

 Launched in: 2022 
 Launched by: MeitY Startup Hub (MSH), an initiative of the Ministry of Electronics &Information 

Technology (MeitY) and Meta. 
 Aim: To discover, nurture, and accelerate Extended Reality (XR) technology startups and 

innovators across India. 
 Segments: It includes two segments namely: 
 Accelerator Challenge: The Accelerator will nurture and foster 40 early-stage startups working 

with XR technologies through a well-designed 6-month program. 
o Each startup will get access to many benefits, including a grant of ₹ 20 lakhs, mentorship 

by industry experts and researchers, access to a network of potential strategic partners 
and investors and opportunities to participate and present at relevant industry events. 

 Grand Challenge: It will encourage early-stage innovators in sectors like Education, Learning and 
Skills, Healthcare, Gaming and Entertainment, Agri tech & Climate Action and Tourism & 
Sustainability. 

o The innovators will be provided support to upscale from the R&D phase to developing 
workable products and services. 

 
ABCD campaign 

What is the News? 
Wayanad from Kerala became the first district in the country to provide basic documents and facilities to 
all tribes people under the (Akshaya Big Campaign for Document Digitisation) ABCD campaign. 
 
What is the ABCD campaign? 

 Under the ABCD campaign, Wayanad district administration has provided basic documents and 
facilities such as an Aadhaar card, ration card, birth/death certificates, election ID card, bank 
account and health insurance to all tribes people. 

 Since all the relevant departments were brought under one roof in a camp, each beneficiary 
gets all the needed services at the camp itself, saving them the time and effort of visiting several 
offices. 

 Apart from these, other services such as income certificates, ownership certificates, age 
certificates and applications for new pensions were also provided. 

 
Aspirational Block Programme  

What is the News? 
The Prime Minister has launched the Aspirational Block Programme (ABP). 
 
What is the Aspirational Block Programme (ABP)? 

 The Aspirational Blocks Programme is on the lines of the Aspirational District Programme that 
was launched in 2018. 



 
 

 Aim: To improve the performance of blocks lagging on various development parameters. This 
will enable holistic development in those areas that require added assistance. 

 Coverage: The programme will cover 500 blocks across 31 states and Union Territories initially. 
Over half of these blocks are in 6 states—Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Odisha and West Bengal. 

 Ranking: NITI Aayog in partnership with the states will release a quarterly ranking of these 
blocks based on their performance on development indicators covering sectors such as health, 
education and nutrition among others. 

 
Broadcasting Infrastructure and Network Development (BIND)’ Scheme  

What is the News? 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved the proposal of the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting’s “Broadcasting Infrastructure and Network Development” (BIND) Scheme. 
 
What is the Broadcasting Infrastructure and Network Development (BIND) Scheme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Information and Broadcasting  
 Type: Central Sector Scheme 
 Aim: To bring modernisation to the public broadcaster Prasar Bharati i.e. All India Radio (AIR) 

and Doordarshan (DD).  
 Under the scheme, financial support will be provided to Prasar Bharati for expenses related to 

the expansion and upgradation of its broadcasting infrastructure, content development and civil 
work related to the organization. 

 Significance of the scheme: The scheme will enable the public broadcaster to undertake a major 
upgradation of its facilities with better infrastructure which will wide nits reach, including in the 
Left Wing Extremism border and strategic areas and provide high-quality content to the viewers.  

 
What is Prasar Bharati? 

 Prasar Bharati is India’s state-owned public broadcasting agency. It is a statutory autonomous 
body set up by an Act of Parliament and comprises the Doordarshan Television Network and All 
India Radio. 

 
‘SMART’ program  

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Ayush has launched the ‘SMART’ (Scope for Mainstreaming Ayurveda Research in 
Teaching Professionals) program. 
 
What is a SMART program? 

 Launched by: National Commission for Indian System of Medicine (NCISM) and the Central 
Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences(CCRAS), the two prominent institutions under the 
Ministry of Ayush. 

 Aim: To boost scientific research in priority healthcare research areas through Ayurveda colleges 
and hospitals. 

 Under the program, the government will identify, support and promote innovative research 
ideas in healthcare research areas including osteoarthritis, iron deficiency anemia, chronic 



 
 

bronchitis, dyslipidemia, rheumatoid arthritis, obesity, diabetes mellitus, psoriasis, generalised 
anxiety disorder and Non-Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease(NAFLD). 

 
Vibrant Village Programme (VVP) 

What is the News? 
The Union Home Minister said that borders can be permanently secured only when border villages are 
populated by patriotic citizens who are concerned for the country asking the border-guarding forces to 
use the Vibrant Village Programme(VVP) for the same. 
 
What is the Vibrant Village Programme(VVP)? 

 The Vibrant Villages Programme(VVP) has been announced in the Finance Minister’s Budget 
Speech 2022. 

 Aim: To enhance infrastructure in villages along India’s border with China, in states like 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Arunachal Pradesh.  

 Activities under the VVP include: building infrastructures such as housing, tourist centres, road 
connectivity, providing decentralized renewable energy, direct-to-home access for Doordarshan 
and educational channels, and support for livelihood generation. 

 Coverage: The programme envisages coverage of border villages on the Northern border that 
have sparse populations, limited connectivity and infrastructure which often get left out of the 
development gains. 

 
Integrated Food Security Scheme 

What is the News? 
The Government of India has rolled out the new integrated food security scheme from January 1, 2023.  
 
What is the Integrated Food Security Scheme? 

 Aim: To strengthen the provisions of the National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013 in terms of 
accessibility, affordability and availability of food grains for the poor and the vulnerable. 

o To bring uniformity and clarity on food security under NFSA at the beneficiary level. 
 
Key Features of the scheme 

 Subsumed schemes: The scheme will subsume two current food subsidy schemes of the 
Department of Food and Public Distribution- a) Food Subsidy to Food Subsidy to Food 
Corporation of India (FCI) for NFSA and b) Food Subsidy for decentralized procurement states, 
dealing with procurement, allocation and delivery of free food grains to the states under NFSA. 

 Under the scheme, the Government of India will provide free food grains to all NFSA 
beneficiaries i.e. Antyodaya Anna Yojana(AAY) households & Priority Household(PHH)persons 
for the next one year through the widespread network of Fair Price Shops across the country.  

o Free food grains will concurrently ensure uniform implementation of portability under 
One Nation One Ration Card(ONORC) across the country and will further strengthen 
this choice-based platform. 

 Funding: Central Government will bear the entire food subsidy of more than Rs. 2Lakh crore for 
the year 2023.  

 



 
 

Amrit Bharat Station Scheme  

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Railways has formulated a new policy for the modernization of stations named Amrit 
Bharat Station scheme. 
About “Amrit Bharat Station” scheme 

 The scheme envisages the development of stations on a continuous basis with a long-term 
vision. It is based on Master Planning for the long term and implementation of the elements of 
the Master Plan as per the needs and patronage of the station. 

 
Objectives of the scheme:  

 Preparation of Master Plans of the Railway stations and implementation in phases to enhance 
the facilities including and beyond the Minimum Essential Amenities (MEA),  

 Cater for the introduction of new amenities as well as upgradation and replacement of existing 
amenities,  

 Relocate redundant /old buildings in a cost-efficient manner. 
 
Scope of work: 

 Master Plans will have elementary details of the most appropriate location of Roof Plaza to be 
created in future. 

 Cover the stations where detailed techno-economic feasibility studies have been conducted or 
are being conducted. 

 Existing building usage shall be reviewed and space should be released in favor of passengers. 
 Amenities for Divyangjan at stations. 
 Gradual shift to sustainable and environmental friendly solutions as per availability of funds and 

condition of existing assets. 
 At least one aesthetically designed hoarding(signage) on each side of the circulating area at a 

prominent location shall be erected for the display of important information etc. 
 
One Rank One Pension (OROP) 

What is the News? 
The Union Cabinet has approved a pending pension revision for pensioners from the armed forces and 
their families under the One Rank One Pension (OROP) scheme which has been delayed since July 2019. 
 
What is One Rank One Pension (OROP)? 

 OROP implies a uniform pension for defence personnel retiring in the same rank with the same 
length of service, regardless of their date of retirement. 

 
Why was there a need for OROP? 

 In view of the need of the defence forces to maintain physical fitness, efficiency and 
effectiveness, personnel retire at an early age compared to other agencies of the government.  

 A sepoy in the army and equivalent rank in navy and air force retire after 17-19 years of service 
and officers retire before attaining the age of 60 years. 

 Before the implementation of OROP, the computation of pension was linked to the pay drawn 
by the personnel in a particular pay scale at the time of his/her retirement.  



 
 

 Pay scales were revised to the higher side generally on the recommendation of Pay 
Commissions. As such, the personnel retiring after the revision of the pay scales got more 
pension than those who had already retired. Hence, the gap remained in the pension of the past 
and present retirees. 

 OROP bridges this gap between the rates of pension of current and past pensioners at periodic 
intervals. 

 The OROP scheme was implemented with retrospective effect from July 1st, 2014 with2013 as 
the base year. 

 
 
What has happened now? 

 The OROP scheme envisages revision of pension once every five years. The re-fixation of 
pension was to be done in the year 2019, but the matter was pending in court at the time. 

 Now the OROP has been revised with effect from July 1, 2019 and the arrears will be paid for the 
period July 2019 to June 2022. 

 
India Semiconductor Mission  

What is the News? 
The Minister of State for Electronics and Information Technology has informed Lok Sabha about India 
Semiconductor Mission(ISM). 
 
What is the India Semiconductor Mission(ISM)? 

 ISM has been set up as an Independent Business Division within Digital India Corporation.  
o Note: Digital India Corporation is a not-for-profit Company set up by the Ministry of 

Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) under Section 8 of the Companies 
Act2013. 

 Mandate: It has all the administrative and financial powers and is tasked with the responsibility 
of catalyzing the India Semiconductor ecosystem in manufacturing, packaging and design.  

o It is also the nodal agency for the Schemes approved under Semicon India Programme.  
 Composition: It has an advisory board consisting of some of the leading global experts in the 

field of semiconductors.  
 
What is the Semicon India Programme? 

 Launched in: 2021  
 Aim: To develop the semiconductor and display manufacturing ecosystem in the country by 

providing financial support to companies investing in semiconductors, display manufacturing 
and design ecosystems.  

 
Schemes under the programme 

 Modified Scheme for setting up of Semiconductor Fabs in India for attracting large investments 
for setting up semiconductor wafer fabrication facilities in the country to strengthen the 
electronics manufacturing ecosystem and help establish a trusted value chain. The scheme 
extends fiscal support of 50% of the project cost. 

 
 Modified Scheme for setting up Display Fabs in India for attracting large investments for 

manufacturing TFT, LCD or AMOLED-based display panels in the country to strengthen the 



 
 

electronics manufacturing ecosystem.  The scheme extends fiscal support of 50% of Project 
Cost. 

 Scheme for setting up of Compound Semiconductors / Silicon Photonics / Sensors Fab / Discrete 
Semiconductors Fab and Semiconductor Assembly, Testing, Marking and Packaging (ATMP) / 
OSAT facilities in India extend fiscal support of 50% of the Capital Expenditure for setting up of 
these facilities in India. 

 Design Linked Incentive(DLI) Scheme: It offers financial incentives, design infrastructure support 
across various stages of development and deployment of semiconductor design for Integrated 
Circuits (ICs), Chipsets, System on Chips (SoCs),Systems & IP Cores and semiconductor linked to 
design.  

 
AYURSWASTHYA Yojana 

What is the News? 
Minister of Ayush has informed Rajya Sabha about the AYURSWASTHYA Yojana. 
 
What is AYURSWASTHYA Yojana? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Ayush 
 Type: Central Sector Scheme 

 
Merged schemes: This scheme was launched by merging two erstwhile schemes  

 (i)Central Sector Scheme of Grant-in-Aid for Promotion of AYUSH Intervention in Public Health 
Initiatives(PHI) and  

 (ii) Central Sector Scheme for assistance to AYUSH organizations engaged in AYUSH Education/ 
Drug Development & Research for upgradation to Centre of Excellence (CoE). 

 
Components of the scheme: The scheme consists of two components:  

 AYUSH and Public Health (PHI): Under this, AYUSH interventions are rolled out for common 
public health issues related to communicable diseases, non-communicable diseases, MCH, 
Geriatric care, mental health etc. 

 Centre of Excellence (CoE): Under this, financial assistance is provided to eligible individual 
organizations/institutes for establishing and upgrading their functions &facilities and/or for 
research & development activities in AYUSH. 

 
Pradhan Mantri Virasat Ka Samvardhan (PM VIKAS) Scheme 
What is the News? 
The Minister of Minority Affairs has informed that the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Ko Kaam Karyakram 
(PMKKK) has now been named as Pradhan Mantri Virasat Ka Samvardhan (PM VIKAS) Scheme.  
 
What is the Pradhan Mantri Virasat Ka Samvardhan (PM VIKAS) Scheme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Minority Affairs 
 Type: Central Sector Scheme 
 Aim: To improve livelihoods of the minorities, particularly the artisan communities, using the 

components of skill development, education, women leadership &entrepreneurship.  
 Merged schemes: The scheme combines five (5) existing schemes of the Ministry of Minority 

Affairs under this: Seekho aur Kamao, USTTAD, Hamari Dharohar,   Nai Roshni and Nai Manzil. 



 
 

 Components of the scheme: There are four components under the scheme: 1) Skilling and 
Training, 2) Leadership and Entrepreneurship, 3) Education and 4) Infrastructure Development. 

o These components complement each other in the ultimate objective of the scheme to 
increase the incomes of the beneficiaries and provide support by facilitating credit and 
market linkages. 

 
Year End Review 2022: Ministry of Culture 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Culture has launched several initiatives and schemes in 2022. 
 
What are the schemes and initiatives launched by the Ministry of Culture in 2022? 

 Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav: It is an initiative of the Government of India to celebrate and 
commemorate 75 years of Independence and the glorious history of its people, culture and 
achievements. 

o It has five pillars namely Freedom Struggle, Ideas at 75, Achievements at 75, Actions at 
75 and Resolves at 75. 

 Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya 
 Installation of statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
 Har GharTiranga (HGT) campaign: It aims to encourage people to hoist/display the National Flag 

at their homes to celebrate the 75th year of India’s independence.  
 India International Centre for Buddhist Culture 
 Holy Kapilvastu Relics of Lord Buddha in Mongolia 
 Mangarh Dham ki Gaurav Gath: It is a programme held to pay homage to the sacrifices of the 

unsung tribal heroes and martyrs of the freedom struggle. During the programme, the Prime 
Minister paid homage to Bhil freedom fighter Shri Govind Guruand also addressed a gathering of 
Bhil Adivasis and other tribal populations of the region. 

 Hyderabad Liberation Day: The 75th ‘Hyderabad Liberation Day’ was celebrated in Telangana 
on 17th September. The purpose was to revive the history of this great war of liberation from 
the Raj of Nizam and revive the tales of anonymous martyrs byreviving the flame of patriotism 
in the minds of the younger generation. 

 400th Prakash Parv of Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur Singh 
 Alluri Sitarama Raju 
 Raja Ram Mohun Roy 
 UNESCO inscribed ‘Durga Puja in Kolkata’ on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage of Humanity in December 2021. 
 Nominated site: The Sacred Ensembles of Hoysalas has been submitted to the World Heritage 

Committee for the cycle 2022-23. It is a serial nomination consisting of three monuments 
namely; a) Hoysaleshwar temple; Halebedu, b) Somanathpur templec) Channakeshava temple, 
Belur, in Karnataka. 

 Tentative List of UNESCO: Three monuments namely: 1) Geoglyphs of Konkanregion, 2. Jing 
KiengJri, Living Root Bridge Cultural Landscapes, Meghalaya and 3. Sri Veerbhadra Temple and 
Monolithic Bull (Nandi) have been included as World Heritage in the Tentative List of UNESCO.  

 Devayatanam: an odyssey of India Temple Architecture 
 Kala Kumbh 
 Kalanjali: Under this, Cultural performances such as Storytelling, dance, theater, Puppetry are 

organized at Central Vista every week. 



 
 

 Jyotirgamaya: To celebrate World Music Day, Sangeet Natak Akademi organized Jyotirgamaya – 
a musical event to showcase rare musical instruments from across the nation and performances 
by various artists and performers.  

 Sankalp Se Siddhi was planned between the Ministry of Culture and Confederation of Indian 
Industries (CII) to develop an Industry-Citizen Charter for Vision 2047.  

 Badhe Chalo 
 Celebration of Bathukamma 

 
Atal Vayo Abhyuday Yojana  

What is the News? 
The Minister of State Social Justice and Empowerment has informed Lok Sabha about Atal Vayo 
Abhyuday Yojana. 
 
What is Atal Vayo Abhyuday Yojana? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment 
 Type: Central Sector Scheme 
 Aim: To improve the quality of life of the Senior Citizens by providing basic amenities  like 

shelter, food, medical care and entertainment opportunities and by encouraging productive and 
active ageing through providing support. 

 Sub Schemes/Components: 1) Integrated Programme for Senior Citizens (IPSrC), 2)State Action 
Plan for Senior Citizens(SAPSrC), 3) Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana(RVY), 4)Senior Able Citizens for 
Re-employment in Dignity(SACRED), 5) Action Groups Aimed at Social Reconstruction (AGRASR), 
6) Senior-care Aging Growth Engine (SAGE)-Silver economy for Senior Citizens, 7) Elder line – 
National Helpline for Senior Citizen,8) Channelizing the CSR fund for elderly care and 9) Training 
and capacity building for senior citizens. 

 
House panel flags ‘casual approach’ of government over setting up disability 
centres 

What is the News? 
The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Social Justice and Empowerment has released a report on the 
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities. 
 
What are the key findings of the report? 

 Firstly, only 55-60 District Disability Rehabilitation Centers (DDRC) have been made functional so 
far out of the targeted 269 in designated districts. This shows the government’s “somewhat 
casual” approach to completing its task.  

 Secondly, the government was yet to set up dedicated sports training facilities for persons with 
disabilities (Divyangjan). This is despite the government’s promise of setting up five such 
facilities in 2014-15. 

 Thirdly, the government should publicize and make serious efforts to cover as many students as 
possible under the pre-matriculation, post-matriculation and top-class scholarship schemes for 
persons with disabilities. In 2021-22, only 16,000 students were paid against 25,000 slots for 
pre-matric scholarships. 

 



 
 

What are District Disability Rehabilitation Centers (DDRC)? 
 District Disability Rehabilitation Centre (DDRC) is an initiative by the Ministry of Social Justice 

and Empowerment. 
 Aim: To facilitate comprehensive services to Persons with Disabilities in rural areas.  
 Services provided: These centers have a group of rehabilitation professionals for providing 

services like identification of Persons with Disabilities, Awareness Generation, Early Detection, 
and repairing of Assistive Devices among others. 

 Setup by: DDRC is a joint venture of Central and State Governments wherein Central 
Government will establish, initiate, implement the centre for three years involving funding for 
manpower contingencies as well as required equipment and coordination.  

 The State Government will provide provisions for rent-free, well-connected building, 
monitoring. 

 Managed by: These centers are run jointly by District Management Team headed by 
DM/Collector and a reputed NGO (Usually the Indian Red Cross Society).  

 
Scheme for Development of Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar Power Projects 

What is the News? 
The Minister for New and Renewable Energy has informed that only one-fourth of the solar projects 
sanctioned under the Scheme for Development of Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar Power Projects 
have been completed so far. 

 Note: India had committed to installing 175,000 MW of renewable energy by 2022 of which 
100,000 MW was to be solar power. As of October 2022, 61,000 MW of solar power had been 
installed so far. 

 
What is the Scheme for Development of Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar Power Projects? 

 Launched in: 2014 
 Nodal Ministry: Ministry for New and Renewable Energy 
 Aim: To help solar project developers set up projects in a plug-and-play model. 

Key Features of the scheme:  
 The scheme envisages supporting the States/UTs in setting up solar parks at various locations in 

the country with a view to create the required infrastructure for setting up of solar power 
projects. 
o The capacity of the solar parks shall be 500 MW and above. However, smaller parks are 

also considered where contiguous land may be difficult to acquire in view of difficult 
terrain and where there is an acute shortage of non-agricultural land. 

o The solar parks are developed in collaboration with the State Governments and their 
agencies, CPSUs, and private entrepreneurs. 

 Financial assistance: The scheme provides central financial assistance (CFA) of up to ₹20 lakh 
per MW or 30% of the project cost including grid-connectivity cost, whichever is lower. 

 What is the progress of the scheme? 
 Under the scheme, the government has sanctioned the development of solar projects with a 

capacity of nearly 39,000 MW. But only one-fourth of these solar projects have actually been 
commissioned so far. 

 
The key challenges in the implementation of the scheme include:  

 hurdles in the acquisition of land with clear title,  



 
 

 a “mismatch” in the time taken to set up a project and the infrastructure to route the power 
produced to the grid,  

 environmental issues and  
 halt in economic activity due to COVID-19.  

 
Scheme for madrasas, minority institutes 

What is the News? 
The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Social Justice and Empowerment has pulled up the Union 
government for the delay in approving the continuation of the Scheme for Providing Education to 
Madrasas/Minorities (SPEMM). 
 
What is the Scheme for Providing Education to Madrasas/Minorities(SPEMM)? 

 Nodal Ministry: Department of School Education and Literacy under the Ministry of Education 
 
Sub-Schemes: It comprises of two sub schemes namely: 

 Scheme for Providing Quality Education in Madrasas (SPQEM) 
o It seeks to bring about qualitative improvement in Madrasas to enable Muslim children 

attain standards of the National education system in formal education subjects. 
The salient features of scheme are: 
o To provide financial assistance to traditional institutions like Madrasas and Maktabs to 

encourage them to introduce Science, Mathematics, Social Studies, Hindi and English in 
their curriculum. 

o To strengthen State Madrasa Boards opting for assistance by enabling them to monitor the 
Madrasa modernization programme. 

o To provide quality components in Madrasas such as remedial teaching, assessment and 
enhancement of learning outcomes etc. 

o To provide in-service training of teachers appointed under the scheme. 
 

 Infrastructure Development of Minority Institutes (IDMI) 
o It has been operationalised to augment Infrastructure in Private Aided/Unaided Minority 

Schools/Institutions in order to enhance the quality of education for minority children. 
The salient features of scheme are: 
 

o To facilitate education of minorities by augmenting and strengthening school infrastructure 
in Minority Institutions. 

o To encourage educational facilities for girls, children with special needs and those who are 
most deprived educationally amongst the minorities. 

 
Adi Adarsh Gram Yojna(PMAAGY) 

What is the News? 
The Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs is now working to develop 36,428 villages with at least 50% tribal 
population and 500 STs across the country into ‘model tribal’ villages. 

 These efforts were part of the existing Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to 
TSS) which has now been renamed to the Pradhan Mantri Adi Adarsh Gram Yojna (PMAAGY). 



 
 

 
What is Pradhan Mantri Adi Adarsh Gram Yojna(PMAAGY)? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Tribal Affairs  
 Aim: To mitigate gaps and provide basic infrastructure in villages with the significant tribal 

populations in convergence with funds available under different schemes in Central Scheduled 
Tribe Component. 

 Coverage: The scheme is envisaged to cover 36,428 villages having at least 50% ST population 
and 500 STs across States / UTs with notified STs during the period. 

 Components of the scheme: The objective of this scheme is to achieve integrated socio-
economic development of selected villages through a convergence approach. It includes the 
following components: 
o Preparing Village Development Plan based on the needs, potential, and aspirations; 
o Maximizing the coverage of individual/family benefit schemes of the Central/State 

Governments; 
o Improving the infrastructure in vital sectors like health, education, connectivity and 

livelihood. 
 
Capacity Building Programme for Leveraging Community and Local Resources 
Based on Technology 

What is the News? 
National Mission for Clean Ganga(NMCG) has launched the project ‘Capacity BuildingProgramme for 
Leveraging Community and Local Resources Based on Technology’under Arth Ganga. 
 
What is the “Capacity Building Programme for Leveraging Community and Local Resources Based on 
Technology”? 

 Launched under: Arth Ganga 
 Aim: To develop new need-based skills for the future amongst the local community along River 

Ganga and provide alternative solutions to the community members under Arth Ganga. 
 Objectives of the Project: To empower the Ganga Basin’s local communities by working towards 

their economic up liftment through ecological perceptions.  
o To establish Arth Ganga Centres (AGC) and three Ganga Resource Centres (GRC).  
o To source the latest technologies and disseminate economically and ecologically viable 

interventions for the community.  
 Implementing bodies: National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) and Himalayan Environmental 

Studies and Conservation Organization (HESCO). 
 
Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) Scheme  

What is the News? 
The Department of Commerce has decided to expand the scope of the Remission of Duties and Taxes on 
Exported Products (RoDTEP) Scheme to include iron & steel, chemicals and pharmaceuticals. 
 
What is the Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) Scheme? 



 
 

 The RoDTEP Scheme is based on the globally accepted principle that taxes and duties should not 
be exported, and taxes and levies borne on the exported products should be either exempted or 
remitted to exporters.  

 The scheme rebates/refunds the embedded Central, State and local duties/taxes to the 
exporters that were so far not being rebated /refunded. 

 
What changes have been made to the scheme? 

 The RoDTEP Scheme has now been expanded to the pharmaceuticals, chemicals and iron & steel 
sectors. 

 Until now, the scheme was applicable to labour-intensive sectors such as agriculture, leather, 
gems & jewellery and textiles. 

 These changes have been made against the backdrop of exports facing headwinds due to 
recessionary trends recession in some of the developed markets and supply chain disruptions 
triggered by the Russia-Ukraine conflict. 

 
Digi Yatra for Three Airports in the Country  

What is the News? 
The Union Minister for Civil Aviation has launched Digi Yatra from the Indira Gandhi International 
Airport, New Delhi for three airports in the country namely New Delhi, Varanasi and Bengaluru.  
 
What is Digi Yatra?  

 Digi Yatra is conceived to achieve contactless, seamless processing of passengers at airports 
based on Facial Recognition Technology (FRT). 

 With this, passenger data will be processed automatically based on a facial recognition system 
at various checkpoints at the airport. 

 Nodal Body: The project is being implemented by the Digi Yatra Foundation — a joint-venture 
company registered under the Companies Act, 2013. 

 Note: Currently, Digi Yatra can be used only for domestic flights. 
 
How to get a Digi Yatra ID? 

 After downloading the Digi Yatra app, passengers can get this ID by sharing details such as 
name, email address, mobile number, and details of an identification document (Aadhaar, 
driving license, voter ID etc.).  

 After entering this information, a Digi Yatra ID will be created. This ID has to be shared while 
booking tickets. Airline companies, in turn, will share this ID and passenger data with the 
departure airport. 

 
How to use the Digi Yatra facility at the airport? 

 At the airport e-gate, scan the bar-coded boarding pass; the facial recognition system installed 
there will validate your identity as well as the travel document. After this, one can go inside, and 
follow the regular procedure to clear the security and board his/her flight. 

 
What are the benefits of Digi Yatra? 

 No storage of data: There is no central storage of Personally Identifiable Information (PII).The 
passenger’s ID and travel credentials are stored in a secure wallet on the passenger’s smart 



 
 

phone itself. The uploaded data will utilize block chain technology and all the data will be 
purged from the servers within 24 hours of use. 

 Faster movement: With the elimination of ID checks at check-in, passengers will be experiencing 
faster movement to boarding gates. For example at Dubai Airport where this technology is used, 
passenger saves time up to 40%. 

 Reduces Frauds: This will also reduce frauds and only legitimate passengers will be allowed to 
board the plane. 

 Enhanced security: The app will be tracking the air passenger with the PNR, enhancing security. 
 
Nai Chetna campaign  

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Urban Development launches the Nai Chetna-Pahal Badlav Ki Campaign. 

 Note: The campaign is being implemented in Kerala under the umbrella of the Kudumbashree 
Mission. 

 
What is Nai Chetna-Pahal Badlav Ki Campaign? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Urban Development  
 The campaign has been launched under Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural 

Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM). 
 Purpose: It is a community-led National Campaign Against Gender-Based Discrimination. This 

will be an annual campaign focusing on specific gender issues each year.  
 Focus area of this year: The focus area of the campaign this year is gender-based violence with 

the aim to equip women to recognise and prevent violence and make them aware of their 
rights. 

 Implementing agency: This campaign will be implemented by all states in collaboration with 
Civil Society Organisations (CSO) partners, and actively executed by all levels including the 
states, districts and blocks, engaging the community institutions along with the extended 
community. 

 Significance: The campaign will bring together all line departments and stake holders to create a 
concerted effort in acknowledging, identifying and addressing the issues of violence. 

 
eGram Swaraj and Audit Online  

What is the News? 
eGram Swaraj and Audit Online of Ministry of Panchayati Raj have won the GOLD AWARD under the 
category “Excellence in Government Process Re-engineering for Digital Transformation” of the National 
Awards for e-Governance.  
 
What is eGramSwaraj? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR)  
 Purpose: It is a user-friendly web-based portal launched to strengthen e-Governance in 

Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) across the country. 
 Aim: To bring in better transparency and strengthen the e-Governance in Panchayati Raj 

Institutions (PRIs) across the country through decentralized Profiling, Planning, Physical 
Progress, Reporting and Work-Based Accounting. 



 
 

 
What is Audit Online? 

 Audit Online is an online application developed under the e-panchayat Mission Mode Project 
(MMP) initiated by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR).  

 Purpose: To facilitate the financial audit of accounts at all three levels of Panchayats viz District, 
Block and Village Panchayats, Urban Local Bodies (ULB) and Line department by Auditors (State 
AG/LFA).  

 This application not only facilitates the auditing of Panchayat accounts but also provides for 
maintaining audit records.  

 
Toilets 2.0’ campaign  

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has launched the Toilets 2.0campaign in 
Bengaluru on the occasion of World Toilet Day 2022. 
 
What is Toilets 2.0 Campaign? 

 Aim: To change the face of public and community toilets in urban India through collective action 
involving citizens and Urban Local Bodies. 

 Thematic Areas: The campaign has five thematic areas: 
o The People for Toilets program: It is an inter-city competition envisaged for cleaning and 

maintaining community and public toilets in which top-performing cities will be recognised. 
o The Partners for Toilets theme: It aims to forge partnerships with potential organizations for 

the adoption of community and public toilets for interim cleaning, annual operations and 
maintenance, one-time financial aid, beautification activities, innovation, and feedback among 
others. 

o The Design Challenge: It is being organized in collaboration with the Council of Architecture 
through which entries will be invited from students of architecture and practicing architects on 
designs for aspirational toilets in the two categories of Public toilets and Community toilets. The 
top designs will be turned into a compendium for cities’ consideration to adopt for their 
facilities. 

o Rate your Toilet is for promoting user feedback to improve public and community toilets 
o My thoughts – Our Toilets is a general public survey among citizens on public toilets across the 

country. A questionnaire on citizen aspiration for toilets will be available on the MyGov platform 
for the public to answer. The results from the survey are expected to help States and cities to 
understand gaps and provide course corrective measures. 

 
Startup applications for MAARG Portal 

What is the News? 
The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade DPIIT) under the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry has launched a call for startup applications for registration on the MAARG portal. 
 
What is MAARG Portal? 

 MAARG portal is the National Mentorship Platform by Startup India. 
 Full-Form: MAARG stands for Mentorship, Advisory, Assistance, Resilience and Growth. 



 
 

 Purpose: It is a one-stop platform to facilitate mentorship for startups across diverse sectors, 
functions, stages, geographies, and backgrounds. 

 Through this portal, startups can connect with academicians, industry experts, successful 
founders, seasoned investors and other experts from across the globe, through artificial 
intelligence (AI)-based matchmaking to get personalized guidance on growth and strategy. 

 Key Features of the Portal: Customizable mentorship programs for ecosystem enablers, mobile-
friendly user interface, recognition for contributing mentors, video and audio call options, etc. 
 

 Phases: The MAARG Portal is being operationalized in three phases: 
o Phase I – Mentor On boarding: Successfully launched and executed, 400+ expert mentors 

are on boarded across sectors. 
o Phase II – Startup On boarding: DPIIT is launching the on boarding of startups on the 

MAARG Portal with effect from 14th November 2022. 
o Phase III – MAARG Portal Launch and Mentor Matchmaking: Final launch where the 

mentors will be matched to the startups. 
 
Jeevan Pramaan 

What is the News? 
Around 25 lakh Central government pensioners have been provided Jeevan Pramaan certificates out of 
which 2.2 lakh certificates were enabled by facial authentication. 
 
What is Jeevan Pramaan? 

 Jeevan Pramaan is a digital life certificate for pensioners that is biometrically enabled and based 
on Aadhaar. 

 Aim: To streamline the process of getting the life certificate hassle-free and much easier for 
pensioners.  

 Eligibility: Pensioners of the Central Government, State Government or any other Government 
organization can take benefit from this facility. 

 
How is Jeevan Pramaan different from a traditional life certificate? 

 For Jeevan Pramaan (Digital Life Certificate) the pensioner is not required to present himself/ 
herself personally before the Pension Disbursing Officer.  

 DLC also does not have to be submitted physically to the Pension Disbursing Agency(Bank/Post 
Office etc) as it is available to them digitally and is automatically processed by the Pension 
Disbursing Agency. Also each DLC has a unique id called the Pramaan-Id. 

 
What is the change the government has brought in the issuance of Jeevan Praman certificates? 

 The government has been issuing Jeevan Pramaan certificates for pensioners through face 
recognition technology to ensure transparency and ‘ease of usage’. 

 Pensioners can get this by using a web-based or mobile-based application ‘Jeevan Pramaan’ – 
accessible at www.jeevanpramaan.gov.in. 

 The identity of a person is established through a face recognition techniques using the Aadhaar 
platform and a digital life certificate (DLC) gets generated. 

 
GHAR 



 
 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of Women and Child Development has launched the GHAR – GO Home and Re-Unite 
Portal on the occasion of World Children’s Day (20th November). 
 
What is GHAR – GO Home and Re-Unite Portal? 

 Launched by: National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR)  
 Purpose: It is a portal for restoration and repatriation of children. 
 Key Features of the Portal: Digital tracking and monitoring of children who are in the Juvenile 

Justice (JJ) system and have to be repatriated to another Country/State/District.  
o Digital transfer of cases of children to the concerned Child Welfare Committees (CWCs) of 

the State. It will help in the speedy repatriation of children.  
o CWCs and District Child Protection Units (DCPUs) will ensure proper restoration and 

rehabilitation of children by digitally monitoring the progress of the case of the child. 
o A checklist format will be provided in the forms so that the children who are being hard to 

repatriate or children who are not getting their entitled compensation or other monetary 
benefits can be identified.  

o A list of Government implemented schemes will be provided so that at the time of 
restoration the CWCs can link the child with the schemes to strengthen the family and 
ensure that the child remains with his/her family. 

 
Digital Shakti 4.0  

What is the News? 
The National Commission for Women (NCW) launched the fourth phase of the Digital Shakti Campaign. 
 
What is the Digital Shakti Campaign? 

 Launched in: 2018 
 Aim: To help women across the nation to raise the awareness level on the digital front, to build 

resilience and fight cyber-crime in the most effective ways.  
 Through this campaign, over 3 Lakh women across India have been made aware of cyber safety 

tips and tricks, reporting & redressal mechanisms, data privacy and usage of technology for their 
benefit. 

 
What is the focus of the fourth phase of the Digital Shakti Campaign? 

 Launched by: National Commission for Women (NCW) in collaboration with Cyber Peace 
Foundation and Meta. 

 Focus of the campaign: To make women digitally skilled and aware to stand up against any 
illegal/inappropriate activity online. 

 
Shabd Shala Initiative 

What is the News? 
The Commission for Scientific and Technical Terminology (CSTT) will soon launch the ‘Shabd Shala’ 
initiative. 
 
What is the Shabd Shala Initiative? 



 
 

 Shabd Shala is a website which will invite suggestions for the translation of words that are 
recent additions to the English language and are used widely in India.  

 People across India can log onto the website and provide suggestions for possible translations of 
these words or the most prevalent usages in their respective languages. 

 The suggestions will not be limited to only 22 languages (covered under the Eight Schedule). 
People can provide translations in other languages like Bhojpuri and Nagamese. 

 Significance: ‘Selfie’, ‘drones’, ‘metaverse’, and ‘Artificial Intelligence’ are among the new 
“technical” English words that become a part of the Indian psyche and culture but have no 
formal translations into Indian languages. 
o This initiative will help in finding standardized vernacular versions of these words in 

common usage. 
 
What is the Commission for Scientific and Technical Terminology(CSTT)? 

 Established in: 1961 by the Government of India under Article 344(4) of Indian Constitution. 
 Mandate: To evolve technical terminology in all Indian Languages, propagate its use and 

distribute it widely. 
 Nodal Ministry: Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Education. 
 Headquarters: New Delhi. 

 
Bio Energy Programme  

What is the News? 
The Ministry of New & Renewable Energy has said that it will continue the National Bio Energy 
Programme till 2025-26. 
 
What is the National Bio Energy Programme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of New & Renewable Energy 
 Aim: To aid the use of huge surplus biomass, cattle dung, and industrial and urban biowaste 

available in the country for energy recovery. 
 
Sub-Schemes: It will include the three Sub-schemes: 

 Waste to Energy Programme: It will support the setting up of large Biogas, BioCNG and Power 
plants (excluding MSW (municipal solid waste) to power projects). 

 Biomass Programme (Scheme to Support Manufacturing of Briquettes & Pellets and Promotion 
of Biomass (non-bagasse) based cogeneration in Industries) to support setting up of pellets and 
briquettes for use in power generation and non-bagasse based power generation projects. 

 Biogas Programme to support the setting up of family and medium size Biogas in rural areas. 
 
Scheme for Financial Support for Project Development Expenses of PPP Projects  

What is the News? 
The Department of Economic Affairs (DEA), Ministry of Finance notified the Scheme for Financial 
Support for Project Development Expenses of PPP Projects – India Infrastructure Project Development 
Fund Scheme (IIPDF Scheme).  
 
What is India Infrastructure Project Development Fund Scheme (IIPDF Scheme)? 



 
 

 Setup in: 2007 
 Nodal Ministry: Department of Economic Affairs(DEA), Ministry of Finance 
 Type: Central Sector Scheme 
 Aim: To aid the development of quality PPP projects by providing necessary funding support to 

the Project Sponsoring Authorities (PSA) both in the Central and State Governments. 
 Funding: The IIPDF will contribute up to 75% of the project development expenses to the 

Sponsoring Authority as an interest-free loan. The balance of 25% will be co-funded by the 
Sponsoring Authority. 

 Significance: The fund will help the sponsoring authority to cover a portion of the PPP 
transaction costs thereby reducing the impact of costs related to procurement on their budgets. 

 
Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission(SPMRM). 

What is the News?  
Aibawk cluster in the Aizwal district of Mizoram has become the first cluster to be completed under the 
Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission(SPMRM).  
 
What is Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission(SPMRM)?  

 Launched in: 2016 by the Ministry of Rural Development  
 Type: Centrally Sponsored Scheme  
 Aim: To preserve and nurture the essence of rural community life with a focus on equity and 

inclusiveness without compromising with the facilities perceived to be essentially urban in 
nature, thus creating a cluster of ‘Rurban villages’.  

 Objective: To stimulate local economic development, enhance basic services, and create well-
planned Rurban clusters.  

 Target: To develop 300 clusters in the country holistically by provisioning economic, social and 
physical infrastructure facilities.  

 Identification of Rurban Clusters: Rurban Clusters are identified across the country’s rural areas 
showing increasing signs of urbanization – i.e. increase in population density, high levels of non-
farm employment, presence of growing economic activities and other socioeconomic 
parameters.  
o For the purposes of SPMRM, Rurban areas refer to a cluster of 15-20 villages having about 

30 to 40 lakh population.  
o The clusters will be geographically contiguous Gram Panchayats with a population of about 

25000 to 50000 in plain and coastal areas and a population of 5000 to 15000 in desert, hilly 
or tribal areas.  

 Role of States: The State Government identifies the clusters in accordance with the Framework 
for Implementation prepared by the MoRD.  

 Funding: The mission has two fund streams: (1) Convergence through various Central sector 
schemes, centrally sponsored schemes, State sector/ sponsored schemes/ programmes, CSR 
funds, and (2) Critical Gap Funds (CGF): It provides for CGF upto Rs.30 crores per cluster for 
Non-tribal clusters and up to Rs. 15 crores per cluster for Tribal and Hilly State clusters.  

 
First Floating Financial Literacy Camp 

What is the News? 



 
 

India Post Payments Bank(IPPB) has conducted India’s First Floating Financial Literacy Camp with an 
initiative called ‘Niveshak Didi’. 
 
What is Niveshak Didi? 

 Launched by: India Post Payments Bank(IPPB) in collaboration with Investor Education and 
Protection Fund Authority(IEPFA) under the aegis of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs(MCA). 

 Aim: To promote Financial Literacy “By the women, for the women” concept.  
o The initiative is based on the ideology of women for women as rural area women feel more 

comfortable to share their queries with a female itself.  
o As part of the initiative, IPPB conducted India’s First Floating Financial Literacy Camp among 

the local residents around the world-famous Dal Lake of Srinagar, J&K. 
 
Decentralise MGNREGS 

What is the News? 
An internal study commissioned by the Ministry of Rural Development has argued for decentralization of 
the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) allowing for more 
“flexibility” at the ground level.  
 
About the study on MGNREGA 

 The Ministry of Rural Development has commissioned an internal study to assess the 
implementation of all rural development schemes, including the MGNREGS.  

 The members of the study group surveyed seven States — Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Nagaland, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh — and the Union Territory of 
Jammu & Kashmir. 

 
What are the problems found by the study on MGNREGA? 

 Firstly, fund management has been centralized instead of paying the gram sabhas an advance 
enabling them to decide the work they want to undertake. 

 Secondly, frequent delays in fund dispersal. The survey quoted various instances to underline 
this chronic problem.  
o In the Lower Subansiri district of Arunachal Pradesh, for example, the surveyors found that 

because of the delay in the material component the beneficiaries ended up buying the 
construction material themselves to complete the projects.  

o In Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat, the delay in wages was by three or four months and the 
material component was delayed by six months.  

 Thirdly, MGNREGA wages were far below the market rate in many states defeating the purpose 
of acting as a safety net. 
o At present, the minimum wage of a farm labourer in Gujarat is ₹324.20 but the MGNREGA 

wage is ₹229. The private contractors pay far more. In Nagaland, the wage is ₹212 per day, 
which does not take into account the difficult terrain conditions.  

 
What are the suggestions given by the study on MGNREGA? 

 Decentralization of the MGNREGA scheme allowing for more “flexibility” at the ground level. 
 Greater diversification of permissible works instead of listing the types of permissible works, 

broad categories of works may be listed out and flexibility should be given at ground level to 
select the type of works as per broad categories. 



 
 

 Revolving funds can be setup. This fund can be utilized whenever there is a delay in the Central 
funds. 

 
Rozgar Mela  

What is the News? 
The Prime Minister has launched the Rozgar Mela.  
 
What is Rozgar Mela? 

 Rozgar Mela is a recruitment drive to hire 10 lakh personnel.  
 Under this recruitment drive, all Ministries and Departments are working towards filling up 

existing vacancies against sanctioned posts in Mission Mode. 
 The new recruits will join 38 Ministries/Departments of the Government of India. The 

appointees will join the government at various levels viz. Group – A, Group – B (Gazetted), 
Group – B (Non-Gazetted) and Group – C.  

 The posts on which appointments are being made include Central Armed Force Personnel, Sub 
Inspector, Constable, and Income Tax Inspectors among others. 

 
Kashi-Tamil Sangamam Programme 

What is the News? 
The Union Government has announced a month-long programme named ‘Kashi-Tamil Sangamam’. 
 
What is Kashi-Tamil Sangamam Programme? 

 Aim: To rekindle the civilization link between the new Kashi and Tamil Nadu — both deep 
centers of knowledge. 

 Part of: The programme would be a part of the ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’. 
 The programme would be held from November 16 to December 16, 2022. 
 As part of the programme, 2,500 people divided into 12 groups would be travelling to Varanasi 

by train during the period. 
o The groups would include students, teachers, artisans and people from various walks of 

life. 
o The tours would include seminars, lectures, group meetings and visits to the Kashi 

Vishwanath temple and centres of important Tamil cultural heritage in Varanasi. 
 Knowledge Partners: The knowledge partners for the programme would be IIT-Madras and the 

Banaras Hindu University, while the Uttar Pradesh government would be the host State. 
 
TribalYouth Exchange Programme  

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports in collaboration with the Ministry of Home Affairs organised the 
14th Tribal Youth Exchange Programme for the development of Tribal Youth. 
 
What is the Tribal Youth Exchange Programme? 



 
 

 Organized by: Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) with the support of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs since 2006. 

 Aim: 1) To sensitize Tribal Youth to the Rich Cultural Heritage of India and to enable them to 
appreciate the concept of unity in diversity, expose them to development activities and 
industrial advancement and 2) To help the tribal youth to develop emotional linkages with their 
peer groups in other parts of the country and enhance their self-esteem. 

 Significance: The tribes who are residing in the remote corners of the nation do not have access 
to first-hand information about what is happening elsewhere in the country. With more 
interaction of students and youth communities with their peer groups in other parts of the 
country, the gap can be bridged. Tribal youth exchange programmes are designed to facilitate 
such interactions. 

 
Mission LiFE 

What is the News? 
The Prime Minister in the presence of the U.N Secretary-General has launched ‘Mission LiFE’. 
 
What is the concept of LIFE? 

 LIFE stands for LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment). 
 The concept of LiFE was introduced by the Prime Minister —at COP26 in Glasgow on1 November 

2021. 
 It aims to nudge individuals and communities to practice a lifestyle that is synchronous with 

nature and does not harm it. Those who practice such a lifestyle are recognised as Pro Planet 
People. 

 On 5 June 2022, on World Environment Day, India furthered the vision of LiFE by launching the 
LiFE Global Movement inviting academicians, researchers and start-ups across the world to think 
about specific and scientific ways in which the full potential of collective action can be 
harnessed to address the environmental crisis.  

 
What is Mission LIFE? 

 Mission LiFE seeks to translate the vision of LiFE into measurable impact.  
 Aim: It is designed with the objective to mobilize at least one billion Indians and other global 

citizens to take individual and collective action for protecting and conserving the environment in 
the period 2022–28.  

o Within India, at least 80% of all villages and urban local bodies are aimed to become 
environment-friendly by 2028. 

 Duration: The mission is a 5-year programme. 
 Strategy: The Mission LiFE aims at following a three-pronged strategy 1) Nudging individuals to 

practice simple yet effective environment-friendly actions in their daily lives (demand), 2) 
Enabling industries and markets to respond swiftly to the changing demand (supply) and 3) 
Influence government and industrial policy to support both sustainable consumption and 
production (policy). 

 Implemented by: The mission will be incubated, curated and piloted by NITI Aayog and 
subsequently implemented by the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

 Significance: Mission LiFE emboldens the spirit of the P3 model, i.e. Pro Planet People, as it is 
premised on the basic principles of ‘Lifestyle of the planet, for the planet and by the planet’. 

 



 
 

India’s contributions against Climate Change:  
 The annual per capita carbon footprint in the country is only about 1.5 tons, compared to the 

world average of 4 tons per year. 
 India has the fourth-largest capacity for renewable energy in the world.  
 India is ranked fourth in wind energy and fifth in solar energy. India’s renewable energy capacity 

has increased by about 290 % in the last 7-8 years.  
 India has also achieved the target of 40% of the electric capacity from non-fossil-fuel sources 

nine years ahead of the deadline. 
 
Swadesh Darshan 2  

What is the News? 
Government will launch the Swadesh Darshan Scheme 2.0 with chosen destinations from 15 States. 
 
What is the Swadesh Darshan Scheme?  

 Swadesh Darshan Scheme is a Central Sector scheme launched in 2014-15 by the Ministry of 
Tourism and Culture for the integrated development of theme-based tourist circuits. 

 Aim: To promote, develop and harness the potential of tourism in India. 
 Under the scheme, the Ministry of Tourism provides Central Financial Assistance –CFA to State 

Governments, and Union Territory Administrations for the infrastructure development of 
circuits. 

 The scheme was envisioned to synergise with other government schemes such as Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan, Skill India and Make in India with the idea of positioning the tourism sector as a 
major engine for job creation. 

 Some of the prominent circuits launched under this were the Buddhist tourist circle, Ambedkar 
Tourist Circle and the North-East Tourist Circle. 

 
What is Swadesh Darshan 2.0? 

 Swadesh Darshan 2.0 is the revamped version of the scheme. 
 The scheme has been revamped with the mantra of “vocal for local”. It moves away from 

theme-based tourist circuits and focuses on reviving destination tourism. 
 It aims to develop sustainable and responsible destinations with a tourist and destination-

centric approach. 
 Under the scheme, two to three destinations each have been selected from 15 states. Some of 

the prominent places identified are Jhansi and Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh, Gwalior, Chitrakoot 
and Khajuraho in Madhya Pradesh and Ajanta and Ellora in Maharashtra. 

 
Tourism Sector in India 

 According to the third Tourism Satellite Account for 2017-18, 2018-19, and 2019-20,the 
contribution of tourism to the employment of the country is 14.78%, 14.87% and15.34 % 
respectively.  

 The total jobs generated by tourism are 72.69 million (2017-18), 75.85 million (2018-19) and 
79.86 million (2019-20).  

 
WISER programme  



 
 

What is the News? 
The first 11 awardees of the Women Involvement in Science and Engineering Research (WISER) 
programme were felicitated in the presence of the German Ambassador to India & Bhutan and the Vice 
Chancellor of the Jawaharlal Nehru University. 
 
What is the WISER programme? 

 Launched in: 2021 
 Launched by: Indo-German Science & Technology Centre (IGSTC) 
 Purpose: It is a first-of-its-kind programme to promote women in the field of research and 

development through lateral entry. 
 Features: The program will support women scientists holding regular/long-term research 

positions in academia or research institutes/industry.  
o The involvement in the program will be possible through lateral entry. There is neither 

requirement for a break-in-career nor any age limit, and it will enable easy participation. 
 Financial Support: IGSTC is going to support the awardees with a maximum amounting to Rs. 39 

Lakh from the Indian side & €48000 from the German side. The WISER program offers 20 awards 
per year. 

 
One Nation One Fertilizer Scheme  

What is the News? 
The Prime Minister has inaugurated 600 Kisan Samridhi Kendras and launched One Nation One Fertilizer 
Scheme and Indian Edge magazine. 
 
What is One Nation One Fertilizer Scheme? 

 One Nation, One Fertilizer scheme is also known as Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Urvarak 
Pariyojana. 

 Under this scheme, all type of fertilizers whether it is DAP, NPK or urea will be sold under the 
brand name of ‘Bharat’.  

 This will standardize fertilizer brands across the nation irrespective of the company that 
manufactures it. 

 This will also help the farmers to get rid of all kinds of confusion about the quality of fertilizers 
and their availability.  

 
What is PM-Kisan Samridhi Kendras(PM-KSK)? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers.  
 Under the scheme, the retail fertilizer shops in the country will be converted into PMKSK in a 

phased manner.  
 PMKSK will cater to a wide variety of needs of the farmers and provide agri-inputs (fertilizers, 

seeds, implements), testing facilities for soil, seeds, and fertilizers; generate awareness among 
farmers; provide information regarding various government schemes and ensure regular 
capacity building of retailers at block/district level outlets.  

 More than 3.3 lakh retail fertilizer shops are planned to be converted into PMKSK.  
 
What is Indian Edge? 



 
 

 Indian Edge is an e-magazine on fertilizers. The magazine will provide information on domestic 
and international fertilizer scenarios, including recent developments, price trends analysis, 
availability and consumption, and success stories of farmers, among others. 

 
Rythu Bharosa Kendras  

What is the News? 
An Ethiopian delegation led by the country’s Agricultural Minister is in Andhra Pradesh (AP) to study the 
first-of-its kind Rythu Bharosa Kendras (RBKs). 
 
What are Rythu Bharosa Kendras? 

 The RBKs are unique seeds-to-sales, single-window service centers for farmers that have been 
set up across the state. 

 They are a one-stop solution to all farmers’ needs and grievances. For instance, 1) RBKs sell pre-
tested quality seeds, certified fertiliser and animal feed, 2) Farmers can purchase or hire farm 
equipment, and even sell their produce at the prevailing MSP in the RBKs, 3) RBKs provide 
services like soil testing and make recommendations — on which crops to sow, and the quantity 
and type of fertiliser to be used, 4) The state government also pays crop insurance, procures 
grains and makes payments to farmers through the RBKs.  

 
How RBKs are helpful for farmers? 

 RBKs facilitate a) Interaction between farmers, agriculture scientists, and agriculture extension 
officers right at the village level, b) Demonstrate new farm equipment and provide training to 
farmers, c) Elimination of spurious seeds and uncertified and dangerous fertilisers, which can 
cause crop damage and failures, d) Assist in selling their produce at MSPs, through supporting 
systems of e-cropping, geo-tagging, and the CM App and e) Suggestions and advice will be given 
to farmers on agriculture and related areas like horticulture, sericulture, veterinary, fisheries 
and marketing related technical queries through scientists and experienced call centre 
executives.  

 
How does the RBKs are recognised? 

 -The Centre has recently nominated the RBK concept for the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation’s “Champion’’ award. 

 -Several agrarian countries are expressing interest in understanding the RBK concept and 
seeking to implement it in their countries. 

 
 
Centre to help set up paddy straw pellet units to arrest stubble burning 

What is the News? 
The Union Environment Ministry announced a ₹50 crore scheme to incentivize industrialists and 
entrepreneurs to set up paddy straw pelletisation and torrefaction plants. 
 
What is the amount of paddy straw generated? 

 About 27 million tonnes of paddy straw are generated in Punjab and Haryana. About75% or 20 
million tonnes is from non-basmati rice that cannot be fed to cattle because of its high silica 



 
 

content. About 11 million tonnes can be managed in the field and the rest is usually burnt which 
adds to the air pollution crisis in Delhi.  

 
About the paddy straw pelletisation and torrefaction plants scheme 

 The estimated cost of setting up a regular pelletisation plant, which can process a tonne per 
hour, is ₹35 lakh. Under the scheme, the Centre will fund such plants to a maximum of ₹70 lakh 
subject to capacity. 

 Similarly, the cost of establishing a torrefaction plant is ₹70 lakh. Under the scheme, it is eligible 
for maximum funding of ₹1.4 crores. 

 Torrefaction is costlier but can deliver a product whose energy content is much higher and 
theoretically substitute for more coal in a power plant. 

 The Centre has underlined that this would be a “one-time only” scheme and regular pellet 
plants would be eligible for ₹40 crores of the overall share. 

 
What are the advantages of the scheme? 

 The scheme will help convert waste to wealth and provide job opportunities to rural youth in 
Punjab and Haryana. 

 Paddy straw made into pellets or torrefied can be mixed with coal in thermal power plants. This 
saves coal as well as reduces carbon emissions that would otherwise have been emitted were 
the straw burnt in the fields.  

 
PM-Devine(Development Initiative for North East Region ) 

What is the News? 
The Union Cabinet has approved a new Scheme, Prime Minister’s Development Initiative for North East 
Region (PM-DevINE) for the remaining four years of the 15thFinance Commission from 2022-23 to 2025-
26. 
 
What is PM-Devine Scheme? 

 Type: Central Sector Scheme with 100% Central funding 
 Implemented by: Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (Doner). 
 Objectives: a) Fund infrastructure convergently, in the spirit of PM Gati Shakti; b)Support social 

development projects based on felt needs of the NER; c) Enable lively hood activities for youth 
and women; and d) Fill the development gaps in various sectors. Read here: PM-Devine Scheme 

 
Credit Guarantee Scheme for Startups (CGSS  

What is the News? 
The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry has notified the establishment of the Credit Guarantee Scheme for Startups (CGSS). 
 
About the Credit Guarantee Scheme for Startups (CGSS) 

 The scheme will provide credit guarantees for Startups to loans extended by Scheduled 
Commercial Banks, Non-Banking Financial Companies and Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI) registered Alternative Investment Funds (AIFs). 



 
 

 Aim: Providing credit guarantees up to a specified limit against loans extended by Member 
Institutions (MIs) to finance eligible borrowers. 

 Eligibility: To all the startups as defined in the Gazette Notification issued by DPIIT. 
 Credit guarantee cover: The cover under the Scheme would be transaction-based and umbrella 

based. The exposure to individual cases would be capped at Rs. 10crores per case or the actual 
outstanding credit amount, whichever is less. 

 Transaction-based guarantees will promote lending by Banks/ NBFCs to eligible startups. On the 
other hand, umbrella-based guarantee cover will provide guarantee to Venture Debt Funds 
(VDF) registered under AIF regulations of SEBI. 

 Operational oversight: DPIIT will be constituting a Management Committee (MC) and a Risk 
Evaluation Committee (REC) for reviewing, supervising and operational oversight of the Scheme. 

 Operating agency: The National Credit Guarantee Trustee Company Limited (NCGTC) will be 
operating the Scheme. 

 
What is the need for a dedicated Credit Guarantee Scheme for Startups (CGSS)? 

 Startup India Action Plan launched in 2016 lay the foundation of Government support, schemes 
and incentives envisaged creating a vibrant startup ecosystem in the country. This action plan 
envisaged a Credit Guarantee Scheme to catalyze 

 Entrepreneurship through credit to innovators and encourage banks and other member 
institutions in the ecosystem for providing venture debt to startups. 

 The Scheme further reiterates Government’s focus towards promoting innovation and fostering 
entrepreneurship for making Indian startup ecosystem the best in the world. 

 
What are the advantages of a dedicated Credit Guarantee Scheme for Startups (CGSS)? 

 The scheme will 1) Address the issue of unavailability of collateral free loans to startups, 2) 
Enable flow of financial assistance to innovative startups through their journey to becoming full-
fledged business entities, 3) Mobilise domestic capital for Indian startups, 4) Act as a key enabler 
and risk mitigation measure for the lending institutions enabling collateral-free funding to 
startups, and 5) Complement the existing Schemes under Startup India initiative viz. Fund of 
Funds for Startups and Startup India Seed Fund Scheme. 

 
Telecom Technology Development Fund scheme  

What is the News?  
Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF), a body under the Department of Telecommunications, 
officially launched Telecom Technology Development Fund (TTDF) Scheme. 
 
What is the reason for launching Telecom Technology Development Fund (TTDF) Scheme? 

 The Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) is the pool of funds generated by the5% Universal 
Service Levy that is charged upon all telecom fund operators on their Adjusted Gross Revenue. 

 The draft telecom bill has said that the USOF shall be referred to as the “Telecommunication 
Development Fund”. The USOF has largely been used to aid rural connectivity. But the objective 
of TDF is also to boost connectivity in under served urban areas, R&D, skill development etc. 

 
What are the salient features of Telecom Technology Development Fund (TTDF)? 
Aim: 



 
 

 -To fund R&D in rural-specific communication technology applications and form synergies 
among academia, start-ups, research institutes, and the industry to build and develop the 
telecom ecosystem. 

 -To promote technology ownership and indigenous manufacturing, create a culture of 
technology co-innovation, reduce imports, boost export opportunities and creation of 
Intellectual Property. 

 -To develop standards to meet countrywide requirements and create the ecosystem for 
research, design, prototyping, use cases, pilots, and proof of concept testing 

Function:  
 The scheme entails grants to Indian entities to encourage and induct indigenous technologies 

tailor-made to meet domestic needs. Read more: Over the top – on Telecommunication Bill 
2022 

 
Bharat Skills Forum 

What is the News? 
A new feature called the Bharat skills Forum has been added to the Bharat skills learning platform that 
allows sharing of books, notes, videos, question banks, etc and other relevant skill-related content for 
learners.  
 
What is Bharat skills Platform? 

 Launched in: 2019 
 Launched by: Directorate General of Training (DGT) in the Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship(MSDE)  
 Purpose: It is a Central Digital Repository for the trainees and trainers of the ITI ecosystem, 

providing easy access to updated curriculum, e-books, Question Banks, mock/practice papers, 
learning videos for courses under the Craftsmen Training Scheme (CTS), Craft Instructor Training 
Scheme(CITS) and the Apprenticeship Training Scheme(ATS). 

 Significance: This platform presents unique access to a centralized, scalable, and thriving 
support ecosystem through its industrial partners for the students and teachers who can now 
learn the new age (Industrial Revolution 4.0) skills to meet the demands of the industry. 

 
Operation Garuda 

What is the News? 
The Central Bureau of Investigation(CBI) has launched a multi-phase ‘Operation Garuda’ against an illicit 
drug trafficking network. 
 
What is Operation Garuda? 

 Launched by: Central Bureau of Investigation(CBI) 
 Aim: To disrupt, degrade and dismantle drug networks with international linkages through the 

rapid exchange of criminal intelligence on drug trafficking and coordinated law enforcement 
actions across international jurisdictions. 
o The operation was initiated in close coordination with Interpol and Narcotics Control 

Bureau for combating the smuggling of illicit drugs and psychotropic substances, with a 
special focus on the Indian Ocean region.  



 
 

 
National Health Mission (NHM)  

What is the News? 
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister was informed about the progress under the National 
Health Mission(NHM) during FY 2020-21. 
 
What is the National Health Mission(NHM)? 

 National Health Mission(NHM) was launched by the government of India in 2013subsuming the 
National Rural Health Mission (Launched in 2005) and the National Urban Health Mission 
(Launched in 2013). 

 Aim: To provide financial and technical support to States enabling them to provide accessible, 
affordable, accountable, and effective healthcare up to District Hospitals(DHs) especially to the 
poor and vulnerable sections of the population. 

 Components: The main programmatic components include Health System Strengthening in rural 
and urban areas, Reproductive-Maternal- Neonatal-Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A), 
and Communicable and Non-Communicable Diseases. 

 Beneficiaries: NHM is implemented for universal benefit – i.e. entire population; services are 
offered to everyone visiting the public healthcare facilities with a special focus to vulnerable 
sections of the society. 

 Targets under NHM by 2025: 1) Reduce MMR to 90 from 113, 2) Reduce IMR to 23from 32, 3) 
Reduce U5MR to 23 from 36, 4) Sustain Total Fertility Rate(TFR) to 2.1, 5)Reduce prevalence of 
Leprosy to <1/10000 population and incidence to zero in all districts, 6) Annual Malaria 
Incidence to be <1/1000, 7) Prevent and reduce mortality &morbidity from communicable, non- 
communicable; injuries and emerging diseases, 8)Reduce household out-of-pocket expenditure 
on total health care expenditure and 9)Ending the TB epidemic by 2025 from the country. 

 
What has been achieved under the mission? 

 Under-five mortality rate(U5MR): It has declined from 49 in 2013 to 36 in 2018.As per SRS 
2020, U5MR has further reduced to 32. 

 Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR): It has declined by 443 points from 556 per one lakh live births 
in 1990 to 113 in 2016-18.  

 Infant Mortality Rate(IMR): It has declined from 80 in 1990 to 32 in the year 2018.Asper SRS 
2020, IMR has further reduced to 28. 

 Total Fertility Rate(TFR): As per Sample Registration System (SRS), TFR in India declined from 2.3 
in 2013 to 2.2 in the year 2018.As per SRS 2020, TFR has further reduced to 2.0. 

 Malaria: In the year 2020, malaria cases and deaths have declined by 46.28% and18.18%, 
respectively. 

 TB Cases: The incidence of TB per 1,00,000 population has been reduced from 234 in2012 to 
193 in 2019. The mortality due to TB per 1,00,000 populations for India reduced from 42 in 2012 
to 33 in 2019. 

 Kala Azar: The percentage of Kala Azar (KA) endemic blocks, achieving the elimination target of 
< 1 KA case per 10000 population, increased from 74.2% in 2014to 97.5% in 2020-21. 

 
Nutrition rating stars set to appear soon on food pack labels 



 
 

What is the News? 
The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has issued a draft notification on front-of-
package labelling which proposes “Indian Nutrition Rating”(INR)on food packets. 

 This move is aimed at letting consumers know the items with high salt, fat and sugar and to 
allow them to make informed choices while purchasing them. 

 
What is Indian Nutrition Rating (INR)? 

 The INR system rates the overall nutritional profile for packaged food by assigning it a rating 
from ½ % star (least healthy) to 5 stars (healthiest).  

 More stars indicate the food product is better positioned to provide for the daily human need of 
nutrients.  

 The rating shall be displayed close in proximity to the name or brand name of the product on 
front of pack. 

 To generate the star-rating logo for the product, food businesses have to submit nutritional 
profiles of the products concerned on FSSAI’s FoSCoS (Food Safety Compliance System) portal. 

 
What are the criteria for food Rating? 

 Contribution of energy  
 Content of saturated fat, sugar, sodium, fruit and vegetables (FV), nuts, legumes, and millets 

(NLM), dietary fiber, and protein per 100 gm of solid or 100 ml of liquid foods.  
 Solid food with a score of more than 25 will be given 0.5 stars and those with a scoreless than 

minus 11 (-11) will get 5 stars. 
Exempted Products from the star rating 

 Food such as milk and milk products, whey, butter oil, ghee, vegetable oil and fat, fresh and 
frozen fruit and vegetables, fresh and frozen meat, egg, fish, flour and sweeteners will not have 
to display the star  

Carbonated beverages without any energy or sugar will also not be eligible fordeclaring the rating. 
 
Operation Megh Chakra 

What is the News? 
The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has conducted an operation code-named “Megh Chakra”. 
 
What is Operation Megh-Chakra? 

 Operation Megh Chakra is a pan-India drive against the circulation and sharing of Child Sexual 
Abuse Material (CSAM). 

 The operation is being carried out following the inputs received from Interpol’s Singapore 
special unit. 

 Note: CBI had launched a similar exercise code-named “Operation Carbon in 2021 in which the 
suspects in 13 States and one Union Territory were raided. 

 
What are the other steps taken by CBI against Child Sexual Abuse? 

 CBI constituted a special unit called Online Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation Prevention/ 
Investigation (OCSAE) in 2019. 

 Aim: To investigate matters pertaining to online child sexual abuse and exploitation. To collate 
and investigate information received from the embassies and overseas federal probe agencies 
about organised rackets which are active in online child sexual abuse and exploitation. 



 
 

 
Swachh Toycathon 

What is the News? 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has launched the “Swachh Toycathon” under the 
Swachh Amrit Mahotsav. 
 
What is Swachh Toycathon? 

 Swachh Toycathon is a convergence between the National Action Plan for Toys (NAPT)and 
Swachh Bharat Mission phase two(SBM 2.0). 

 Aim: To explore solutions for the use of waste in manufacturing toys. 
 Eligibility: The Toycathon will be open to individuals and groups to bring forth innovation in toy 

designs using dry waste.  
 Focus: The focus will be on efficient designs that can be replicated on a larger scale, toys that 

comply with minimum safety standards and aesthetics of the toys. 
 Knowledge Partner: The Center for Creative Learning, IIT Gandhinagar is the knowledge partner 

for the initiative.  
 
What is the National Action Plan for Toys(NAPT)? 

 National Action Plan for Toys (NAPT) was launched in 2020 to promote the Indian toy industry 
including traditional handicrafts and handmade toys with the objective of establishing India as a 
global Toy hub. 

 Nodal Ministry: The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry along with 14 ministries of the Central government are currently 
implementing various aspects of the NAPT. 

 
Programme for Development of Semiconductors and DisplayManufacturing 
Ecosystem in India 

What is the News? 
Government of India has approved several changes in an existing scheme named ‘Programme for 
Development of Semiconductors and Display Manufacturing Ecosystem in India’. 
 
What is the Programme for Development of Semiconductors and Display Manufacturing Ecosystem in 
India? 

 Program for Development of Semiconductors and Display Manufacturing Ecosystem in India 
aims to provide a globally competitive incentive package to companies in semiconductors and 
display manufacturing as well as design. 

 The program will give an impetus to semiconductor and display manufacturing by facilitating 
capital support and technological collaborations. 

 The move aimed to provide attractive incentive support to companies/consortia engaged in 
Silicon Semiconductor Fabs, Display Fabs, Compound Semiconductors/Silicon Photonics/Sensors 
Fabs, Semiconductor Packaging and Semiconductor Design. 

 
What are the key modifications made under the scheme? 



 
 

 Semiconductor Labs: Aiming to boost semiconductor manufacturing in India, the government 
will provide uniform fiscal support of 50% of the project cost for setting up of semiconductor 
fabrication plants. 

o The 50% incentive is applicable to semiconductor fabrication across the technology 
nodes as well as for compound semiconductors, packaging and related facilities. 

 Display Labs: Fiscal support of 50% of Project Cost will be provided under Scheme for Setting up 
of Display Fabs. 

 Note: Earlier, the Government had offered varying degrees of fiscal support to different 
categories for the development of semiconductors and the display manufacturing ecosystems in 
India. These ranged from 30-50%. 

 
 ‘National programme on High Efficiency Solar PV Modules’ 

What is the News? 
Cabinet has approved the implementation of the Production Linked Incentive Scheme on ‘National 
programme on High Efficiency Solar PV Modules’. 
 
What is the National programme on High Efficiency Solar PV Modules? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of New & Renewable Energy 
 Aim: To build an ecosystem for manufacturing of high efficiency solar PV modules in India and 

thus reduce import dependence in the area of Renewable Energy. 
 Under the scheme, Solar PV manufacturers will be selected through a transparent selection 

process. The PLI will be disbursed for five years post commissioning of solar PV manufacturing 
plants on sales of high efficiency solar PV modules from the domestic market will be 
incentivized. 

 Expected Benefits of the scheme: 1) It is estimated that about 65,000 MW per annum 
manufacturing capacity of fully and partially integrated, solar PV modules would be installed, 2) 
Generate employment and direct investment, 3) Import substitution of approximately Rs.1.37 
lakh crore and 4) Provide impetus to Research and Development to achieve higher efficiencies in 
Solar PV Modules. 

 
What are Solar PV Modules? 

 Solar PV modules are created by joining together solar cells with photovoltaic (PV) cells. They 
are produced using semiconductors like crystalline silicon. Solar modules transform solar energy 
into electric energy. 

 
India wins UN awards for Large-scale Initiative against Hypertension under NHM 

What is the News? 
India has won the ‘2022 UN Interagency Task Force, and WHO Special Programme on Primary Health 
Care Award’ for its “India Hypertension Control Initiative (IHCI)”. 

 Note: This achievement comes at a time when the World Health Organization (WHO) estimates 
that one in every four adults in India suffers from hypertension and only 12%of these adults 
have hypertension under control. 

 
What is India Hypertension Control Initiative (IHCI)? 



 
 

 Launched in: 2017 
 Launched by: It is a collaborative initiative of the Ministry of Health, Indian Council of Medical 

Research (ICMR), state governments and World Health Organization. 
 Aim: To achieve the government’s goal of a 25% relative reduction in raised blood pressure by 

2025. 
 Nodal Mission: IHCI is a large-scale hypertension intervention under National Health Mission.  
 The strategies adopted under the initiative include 1) simple drug-dose-specific standard 

treatment protocol, 2) ensuring adequate quantity of protocol medications, 3) decentralization 
of care with follow-up and refills of medicines at Health Wellness Centers and 4) task sharing 
involving all health staff and a powerful real-time information system which can track every 
patient for follow-up and blood pressure control.  

 Achievements: Nearly half of those who were treated under this initiative had blood pressure 
under control.  

 
PM PRANAM 

What is the News? 
The Union government intends to launch a scheme — named PM PRANAM — to reduce the use of 
chemical fertilizers by incentivising states. 
 
What is PM PRANAM? 

 PM PRANAM stands for PM Promotion of Alternate Nutrients for Agriculture Management 
Yojana. 

 Aim: To reduce the use of chemical fertilizers by incentivising states. 
 Features of the scheme: The scheme will have no separate budget and will be financed through 

the savings of existing fertilizer subsidies. 
o Around 50% of subsidy savings will be passed on as a grant to the state that saves the money.  
o Under this grant, 70% of the grant provided under the scheme can be used for asset creation 

related to the technological adoption of alternate fertilizers and alternate fertilizer production 
units at village, block and district levels.  

o The remaining 30% of grant money can be used for rewarding and encouraging farmers, 
panchayats, farmer producer organizations and self-help groups that are involved in the 
reduction of fertilizer use and awareness generation. 

o The government will compare the state’s increase or decrease in the use of chemical fertilizer in 
a year to its average consumption in the last three years.  

 
Why is the PM PRANAM Scheme necessary? 

 In the past five years, the requirement for four fertilizers — Urea, MOP (Muriate of potash), DAP 
(Di-ammonium Phosphate) and NPK (Nitrogen, Phosphorus and Potassium) — rose 21% from 
528.86 lakh metric tonnes in 2017-18 to 640.27 lakh metric tonnes (LMT) in 2021-22. 

 The most-used chemical fertilizer in India is urea, which recorded an increase of19.64% from 
298 LMT in 2017-18 to 356.53 in 2021-22. 

 In order to promote the balanced use of fertilizers or alternative fertilizers, the government 
plans to introduce the PM PRANAM scheme. 

US, India launch new initiative to increase tree coverage in India 



 
 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change, the Government of India and the US Agency 
for International Development (USAID) has announced the launch of the “Trees Outside Forests in India” 
Initiative. 
 
What is Trees Outside Forests in India Initiative? 

 Aim: To increase tree coverage outside of forest lands in India in a bid to support global climate 
change mitigation and adaptation goals. 

 Features: The programme will bring together farmers, companies and private institutions in 
India to rapidly expand tree coverage outside of traditional forests by 28lakh hectares. 

 It will use innovative financing models and leverage India’s private sector to promote tree-based 
enterprises, helping to create sustainable markets and improve rural economies and livelihoods. 

 Implementation: The program will be implemented by a consortium led by the Center for 
International Forestry Research (CIFOR) and World Agro forestry. 

 Coverage: The program will be implemented in seven states including Andhra Pradesh, Assam, 
Haryana, Odisha, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, and Uttar Pradesh. 

 Significance: The program will enhance carbon sequestration, support local communities and 
strengthen the climate resilience of agriculture. 

 
Raktdaan Amrit Mahotsav 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Health is planning a nationwide mega voluntary blood donation drive called Raktdaan 
Amrit Mahotsav.  
 
What is Raktdaan Amrit Mahotsav? 

 It is a mega drive for voluntary blood donation from 17th September to 1st October2022. 
 Besides collecting life-saving blood for its blood banks, the drive also hopes to create a database 

of donors who can be called upon at times of emergency. 
 Registration: The registrations for the blood donations can be done on the E-Raktkosh portal 

and Aarogya Setu app.  
 Note: 1st October is observed as the National Voluntary Blood Donation Day. 

 
What is the E-Raktkosh portal? 

 e-Raktkosh portal is a Centralized Blood Bank Management System. 
 It is a comprehensive IT solution to standardize and streamline the standard operating 

procedures, guidelines and workflow of blood banks across the nation. 
 It was inaugurated on 7th April 2016 by then Minister of Health and Family Welfare (MoHWFW) 
 It enforces Drug & Cosmetic Act, National blood policy standards and guidelines ensuring 

proper management of blood. 
 e-Rakt Kosh has components for management of the blood donation life cycle which includes : 

o The biometric Donor Management System 
o Blood grouping, 
o TTI screening, 
o antibody screening, 
o A centralized Blood Inventory Management System 
o Bio-Medical Waste Management System for disposal of discarded blood 



 
 

 
National Metallurgist Award Scheme 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Steel has given approval for the National Metallurgist Award 2022. 
 
What is the National Metallurgist Award 2022? 

 National Metallurgists Day Awards was instituted in 1962 by the then Ministry of Steel& Mines. 
 Objective: To recognise & honour the outstanding contributions of Metallurgists in the 

metallurgical field covering operation, research, design, education, waste management and 
energy conservation.  

 The awards are given on an annual basis. The first award was given in the year1963 and 
subsequently every year thereafter. 

 Mode of Nominations: Nominations for the award shall be invited online on the Ministry of 
Steel’s Portal or the centralized portal being developed by the Ministry of Home Affairs(MHA). 
Nominations will be through companies/ organizations or from the public through self-
nomination. 

 Date of Award: 3rd February every year. (It was on 3rd Feb 1959 when the then President Dr 
Rajendra Parasad commissioned the first Blast Furnace of the country after independence, at 
Rourkela). 

 
Urban employment scheme 

What is the News? 
The Rajasthan Government has launched the Indira Gandhi Urban Employment Scheme. 
 
What is the Indira Gandhi Urban Employment Scheme? 

 Aim: To provide economic support to the poor and needy families living in the cities through 
work to be provided on demand for 100 days in a year.  

 Eligibility: Those in the age group of 18 to 60 years residing within the limits of urban local 
bodies are eligible to demand and get employment in the identified segments.  

o There is no income limit, though the poor and destitute people, especially those who 
lost their livelihood during the pandemic, will be given preference. 

 Categories of works under the scheme: The tasks to be carried out under the scheme have been 
clubbed mainly under eight heads. These include environment protection, water conservation, 
heritage conservation, removal of encroachments and illegal boards, hoardings and banners, 
stopping defacement of property and service-related works. 

 Registration: To register for the scheme, a Janaadhar card or its registration slip is required. 
Registrations can be done at e-Mitra centres. 

 
Swachh Amrit Mahotsav 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs has announced the commencement of ‘Swachh Amrit 
Mahotsav’ and the first ever Indian Swachhata League (ISL). 
 



 
 

What is Swachh Amrit Mahotsav? 
 It is a fortnight of activities to galvanize action around swachhata from 17th Sept.2022 (Seva 

Diwas) till 2nd Oct. 2022 (Swachhata Diwas).  
 The fortnight will focus on mobilizing citizen action and commitment towards the vision of 

building ‘Garbage Free Cities’. 
 The official logo for the fortnight is ‘Swachh Amrit Mahotsav: Ek Aur Kadam Swachhata Ki Ore’ 

signifying the resolve to intensify and reinvigorate the Jan Andolan in the world’s largest 
sanitation programme. 

 
What is the Indian Swachhata League(ISL)? 

 It is an inter-city competition to take place between the youth of the cities on the 17th ofSept. 
2022.  

 For the maiden edition of ISL, more than 1,850 city teams from across the countryhave officially 
registered to compete.  

 Each team will compete in the League by creating their own unique sanitation initiatives to 
focus on creating garbage-free beaches, hills and tourist places. 

 
PM SHRI Schools  

What is the News? 
The Union Cabinet has approved the PM SHRI Schools (PM ScHools for Rising India) Scheme.  
 
What is the PM SHRI Scheme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Education 
 Type: Centrally Sponsored Scheme 
 Aim: To upgrade and develop more than 14500 schools across the country as PMSHRI Schools 

by strengthening select existing schools being managed by Central Government/ State/ UT 
Government/ local bodies. These schools will also showcase all components of the National 
Education Policy 2020.  

 Duration Period: 2022-23 to 2026-27. 
 
What will be the key features of PM SHRI Schools? 

 PM SHRI schools will provide high-quality education in an equitable, inclusive and joyful school 
environment. 

 These schools will provide leadership to other schools in their respective regions by providing 
mentorship. 

 The schools will be developed as Green schools. The focus will be on the learning outcomes of 
every child in every grade. 

 Linkage with Sector Skill Councils and local industry for enhancing employability and providing 
better employment opportunities will be explored. 

 A School Quality Assessment Framework (SQAF) is being developed, specifying the key 
performance indicators to measure outcomes 

 Implementation Strategy: The scheme would be implemented through the existing 
administrative structure available for Samagra Shiksha, KVS & NVS. The other autonomous 
bodies would be involved on a specific project basis as required. 

 Selection of Schools: Selection of PM SHRI schools will be done through Challenge Mode 
wherein Schools compete for support to become exemplar schools. Schools would be required 



 
 

to self-apply on the online portal. The portal will be opened four times a year, once every 
quarter, for the first two years of the scheme. 

 The Elementary schools & the Secondary/ Sr. Secondary Schools managed by Centre/State/UT 
Governments / local self-governments having UDISE+ code would be considered for selection 
under the Scheme.  

 Note: Schools will be selected only if the State government agrees to implement the NEP in its 
entirety with the Centre. 

 Beneficiaries: More than 18 lakh students are expected to be direct beneficiaries of the scheme. 
Further, the impact will be generated through the mentoring and handholding of the schools in 
the vicinity of PM SHRI schools. 

 They will also be developed as “green schools” with water conservation, waste recycling, 
energy-efficient infrastructure and integration of an organic lifestyle in the curriculum. 

 Hence, these schools will showcase all components of the National Education Policy2020 and 
act as exemplar schools and also offer mentorship to other schools in their vicinity. 

 
Three Bulk Drug Parks to Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh 

What is the News? 
The Department of Pharmaceuticals has granted ‘in-principle’ approval to the proposals of the three 
States Viz, Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh under the Scheme for “Promotion of Bulk 
Drug Parks”. 
 
Why was the Scheme for Promotion of Bulk Drug Parks launched? 

 Indian pharmaceutical industry is the 3rd largest in the world by volume and 14thlargest in 
terms of value. India contributes 3.5% of total drugs and medicines exported globally.  

 However, despite these achievements, India is significantly dependent on the import of some of 
the critical basic raw materials, viz., bulk drugs that are used to produce the finished dosage 
formulations.  

 India imports bulk drugs largely for economic considerations. Bulk drugs accounted for 63% of 
the total pharmaceutical imports in the country during 20 18-19. Hence, to reduce these imports 
of Bulk Drugs, the scheme has been launched. 

 
What is the objective of the Scheme for the Promotion of Bulk Drug Parks? 

 Launched in: 2020 
 Objective: To provide financial assistance to three states for establishing Bulk Drug Parks and 

aims to bring down the cost of manufacturing bulk drugs by creating world-class common 
infrastructure facilities. 

 
Key Features of the scheme 

 Three bulk drug parks will be supported under the Scheme.  
 Maximum grant-in-aid for one bulk drug park will be limited to Rs 1000 crore.  
 Under the scheme, a one-time grant-in-aid will be provided for the creation of common 

infrastructure facilities in selected Bulk Drug Park proposed by a State Government.  
 The scheme will be implemented through a State Implementing Agency (SIA), a legal entity, set 

up by the concerned State Government.  



 
 

 The grant-in-aid will be 70% of the project cost of the common infrastructure facilities (CIF). In 
the case of the North Eastern States and the Hilly States, the grant-in-aid will be 90% of the 
common infrastructure facilities.  

 
Nikshay Poshan Yojana 

What is the News? 
Only two-thirds of people living with tuberculosis benefitted from the Nikshay PoshanYojana scheme in 
2021. 
 
What is the Nikshay Poshan Yojana? 

 Launched in: 2018 by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 
 Under the scheme, every TB patient in India, seeking treatment in both government and private 

sector hospitals is eligible for a direct benefit transfer (DBT) of Rs 500 per month to support 
their nutritional needs. 

 Note: The major risk factor driving TB in India is under nutrition. More than 0.9 million new 
cases are attributable to under nutrition, accounting for nearly 34% of all cases 

 Performance of the scheme:  
 As per India TB Report 2022, only 62.1 % of 2.1 million notified TB cases across the country 

received at least one payment in 2021. 
 In Delhi, which has the highest burden of all forms of TB at 747 cases per 100,000 people, only 

30.2 % of patients have got at least one DBT. 
 Other poor performers are Punjab, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Bihar, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 

In the North East, Manipur and Meghalaya fared the worst. 
 
What are the reasons for the poor performance of the scheme? 

 Several hurdles were found in the DBT for both health providers and patients such as non-
availability of bank accounts and unlinked bank accounts. 

 Lack of communication, stigma, illiteracy and the multistep approval process are the other key 
hurdles. 

 Moreover, states have their own nutritional support schemes. But, some schemes are only for 
patients showing resistance to TB drugs. 

 
The One Nation One Fertilizer scheme 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers has decided to implement One Nation One Fertiliser by 
introducing a “Single Brand for Fertilizers and Logo” under the fertilizer subsidy scheme named 
“Pradhanmantri Bhartiya Janurvarak Pariyojna”(PMBJP). 

 Note: PMBJP is the scheme under which the Central government grants subsidies annually to 
fertilizers. 

 
What is the “One Nation One Fertiliser” scheme? 

 Under the scheme, all fertiliser companies in the country have to sell their products under the 
brand name of ‘Bharat’. 



 
 

 This means that all fertilizer bags whether containing urea, diammonium phosphate(DAP), or 
NPK will have the prefix Bharat – for instance, ‘Bharat urea’, Bharat DAP’, ‘Bharat NPK’ and 
‘Bharat MOP’ – irrespective of whether it is manufactured by a public or a private player. 

 The companies have been allowed to display their name, brand, logo and other relevant product 
information only on one-third space of their bags. 

 On the remaining two-thirds space, the “Bharat” brand and Pradhanmantri Bharatiya Jan 
Urvarak Pariyojana logo will have to be shown. 

What is the government’s argument for introducing this scheme? 
 The maximum retail price of urea is currently fixed by the government, which compensates 

companies for the higher cost of manufacturing or imports incurred by them.  
 Apart from subsidizing and deciding at what price companies can sell, the government also 

decides where they can sell. This is done through the Fertilizer (Movement ) Control Order, 
1973.  

 Hence, when the government is spending vast sums of money on fertiliser subsidies, It would 
obviously want to take credit and send that message to farmers. 

 
What can be the drawbacks of this scheme? 

 Firstly, it will disincentivise fertilizer companies from undertaking marketing and brand 
promotion activities. They will now be reduced to contract manufacturers and importers for the 
government. Any company’s strength ultimately is its brands and farmer trust built over 
decades. 

 Secondly, currently, in case of any bag or batch of fertilisers does not meet the required 
standards, the blame is put on the company. But now, that may be passed on fully to the 
government. Politically, the scheme might well boomerang rather than benefit the ruling party. 

 
Grameen Udyami Project  

What is the News? 
National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) in partnership with Seva Bharti andYuva Vikas Society 
has launched the second phase of Grameen Udyami Project to augment skill training in tribal 
communities for their inclusive and sustainable growth. 
 
What is the Grameen Udyami Project (Rural Tribal Technical Training Program)? 

 Aim: To multi skill India’s tribal youth and impart functional skills to them for enabling 
livelihoods. 

 Coverage: The project is being implemented in six states— Maharashtra, Rajasthan, 
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, and Gujarat.  

 The project is implemented under Sansadiya Parisankul Yojana. 
 Funded by: National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) 
 The training under the project will be conducted in the following Job roles: Electrician & Solar 

PV Installation Technician Plumbing & Masonry 2-Wheeler Repair &Maintenance IT/ITES with e-
Governance and Farm Mechanization. 

 Phases: In the first phase of the project, candidates were mobilized from rural and tribal areas 
of Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, and Gujarat. 

o The phase-II of the pilot project was launched in Ranchi, Jharkhand. 



 
 

 Significance of the project: The project will help in achieving the following objectives :a) 
Increase in Rural/Local Economy, b)Enhance employment opportunities, c) Reduce forced 
migration due to lack of local opportunities and d)Conservation of natural resources. 

 
Interest subvention scheme for agriculture loans 

What is the News? 
The Union Cabinet has approved the Modified Interest Subvention Scheme (MISS). 
 
What is the Modified Interest Subvention Scheme (MISS)? 

 Background: Kisan Credit Card scheme was introduced by the Government to empower farmers 
to purchase agriculture products and services on credit at any time.  

 To ensure that the farmers have to pay a minimal interest rate to the bank, the Government of 
India introduced Interest Subvention Scheme (ISS), now renamed as Modified Interest 
Subvention Scheme (MISS). 

 Aim: To provide short-term credit to farmers at subsidized interest rates. 
 Features of the scheme: Under the scheme, a short-term agriculture loan upto Rs.3.00 lakh is 

available to farmers engaged in Agriculture and other allied activities including Animal 
Husbandry, Dairying, Poultry, and fisheries at the rate of 7% p.a.  

o An additional 3% subvention (Prompt Repayment Incentive – PRI) is also given to the 
farmers for prompt and timely repayment of loans. Therefore, if a farmer repays his 
loan on time, s/he gets credit at the rate of 4% p.a.  

o This support is 100% funded by the Centre. 
Significance of the scheme: 

 This scheme is the second-largest scheme of the Department of Agriculture and Farmers’ 
Welfare (DA&FW) as per budget outlay and coverage of beneficiaries.  

 Increase in Interest Subvention will ensure the sustainability of credit flow in the agriculture 
sector as well as ensure the financial health and viability of the lending institutions. 

 This will also lead to a generation of employment since short-term agri-loans are provided for all 
activities including Animal Husbandry, Dairying, Poultry, and fisheries. 

 
Har Ghar Jal’ Certified  

What is the News? 
Goa and Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu (D&NH and D&D) became the first ‘Har Ghar Jal’ 
certified State and UT in the country respectively. 
What is Jal Jeevan Mission-Har Ghar Jal? 

 Jal Jeevan Mission is a flagship programme of Government of India launched in 2019. 
 Aim: To make provision of potable tap water supply in adequate quantity, of prescribed quality 

and on regular & long-term basis to every rural household of the country by2024.  
 The program is implemented by the Government of India in partnership with States/UTs. 

 
How are States and UTs certified as Har Ghar Jal? 

 The process of certification has been detailed in the Marg darshika of Jal Jeevan Mission: 
o First, the field engineer submits a completion certificate regarding the water supply scheme 

to the Panchayat during the Gram Sabha meeting.  



 
 

o The villages confirm through a resolution of the Gram Sabha, that every household is getting 
a regular supply of water of prescribed quality and not a single household is left out.  

o They also confirm that all schools, Anganwadi centres and other public institutions are also 
getting tap water. 

 
Bal Aadhaar initiative 

What is the News? 
Over 7.9 million children aged up to five were enrolled under the Unique Identification Authority’s Bal 
Aadhaar initiative from April to July. 
 
What is Bal Aadhar? 

 Baal Aadhaar is a blue-coloured variant of the Aadhaar Card. It is issued for children below the 
age of 5 years. 

 
How is Bal Aadhar different from Aadhar Card? 

 Biometrics to establish uniqueness for the Bal Aadhar is not collected unlike in the case of 
Aadhaar. A facial image of a child is instead taken for enrolment.  

 Moreover, biometric authentication of the parent/guardian and a proof of relationship 
document, preferably a birth certificate, are collected at the time of enrolment. 

 
What happens to the Baal Aadhar after the children turn five? 

 On attaining the age of five, the child is required to furnish his or her biometrics at an Aadhaar 
Seva Kendra to complete a process called mandatory biometric update (MBU).  

 The MBU process goes through a de-duplication process. After completion of this process, the 
child is issued a normal Aadhaar without any change in the Aadhaar number. 

Manthan Platform 

What is the News? 
The Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA) to the Government of India (GoI) has announced the 
launch of the Manthan platform. 
 
What is Manthan Platform? 

 Manthan is a platform to promote collaboration at scale between industry and the scientific 
research and development ecosystem to help meet India’s scientific missions and goals in 
alignment with the UN-defined Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) charter.  

 Features: The platform will facilitate knowledge transfers and interactions through information 
exchange sessions, exhibitions and events to develop a framework for future science, 
innovation, and technology-led growth.  

o It will also provide the necessary fulcrum for transforming the nation through innovative 
ideas, inventive minds and public-private-academia collaboration to achieve the 
country’s sustainability goals. 

 Powered by: The platform is powered by NSEIT.  
 Note: NSIET is a 100% subsidiary of the National Stock Exchange of India. It is a global 

technology enterprise that offers a range of digital, data analytics, automation, cyber security, 
and technology-enabled services.  



 
 

 
Paalan 1000 Campaign 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of State for Health has virtually launched the Paalan 1000 National Campaign and 
Parenting App to reduce child mortality. 

 Note: India has taken rapid steps in reducing child mortality since 2014 – when it was45 per 
1000 live births – to 35 per 1000 live births in 2019. 

 
What is the Paalan 1000 Campaign? 

 Paalan 1000 campaign focuses on the cognitive development of children in the first two years of 
their life.  

 Features: The app will provide practical advice to caregivers on what they can do in their 
everyday routine and will help clear doubts. 

o The app combines coaching for parents, families and other caregivers with services 
designed to meet the family’s basic needs.  

 Significance: The campaign is aligned with the mission of the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram 
(RBSK) which emphasizes responsive care and focused interventions during the first 1,000 days 
of a child. 

 
National Action Plan for Mechanized Sanitation Ecosystem(NAMASTE) 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment (MoSJ&E) is now preparing to undertake a nationwide 
survey to enumerate all people engaged in hazardous cleaning of sewers and septic tanks. 
 
About the survey 

 Reason: Cleaning of sewers and septic tanks has led to at least 351 deaths since2017. 
 Conducted by: The nationwide survey to enumerate all people engaged in the hazardous 

cleaning of sewers and septic tanks will be conducted across 500 AMRUT (Atal Mission for 
Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation) cities. 

o The survey will be conducted as a part of the National Action Plan for Mechanized 
Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE). 

 
Is Sanitation work different from Manual Scavenging? 

 There is a proper distinction between sanitation work and manual scavenging. The practice of 
manual scavenging no longer takes place in the country as all manual scavengers had been 
accounted for and enrolled on the rehabilitation scheme. 

 
What is the National Action Plan for Mechanized Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE)? 

 Nodal Ministries: It is a joint project of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment and the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA). 

 Aim: To eradicate unsafe sewer and septic tank cleaning practices.  
 Replaced by: The scheme will replace the Self-Employment Scheme for the Rehabilitation of 

Manual Scavengers (SRMS), which was started in 2007. 
 



 
 

Features of the Scheme: Under the scheme, capital subsidies of up to ₹5 lakh on sanitation machinery 
costing up to ₹15 lakh will be provided so that workers will be able to own sanitation machines 
themselves. 

 Interest subsidies on loans will also be provided where interest rates will be capped between 4-
6% for the beneficiaries with the government taking care of the rest of the interest. 

 In addition, the scheme also provides for training the workers in the use of these machines, 
during which time a stipend of up to ₹3,000 per month will be provided.  

 The scheme will also provide for sanitation workers to train for and go into any of the approved 
lists of alternative occupations in sectors like agriculture, services, electronics assembling, 
handicrafts and so on. 

 
National Intellectual Property Awareness Mission (NIPAM)  

What is the News? 
National Intellectual Property Awareness Mission (NIPAM) has achieved a target of imparting 
Intellectual Property(IP) awareness and basic training to 1 million students on31st July 2022, ahead of 
the deadline which was 15 August 2022 
 
What is the National Intellectual Property Awareness Mission (NIPAM)? 

 Launched in: 2021 as part of “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav” celebrations. 
 Aim: 1) To provide awareness on intellectual property and its rights to 1 million students and 2) 

To inculcate the spirit of creativity and innovation to students of higher education (classes 8 to 
12) and ignite and inspire the students of college/Universities to innovate and protect their 
creations. 

 Implemented by: Intellectual Property Office, the Office of Controller General of Patents, 
Designs and Trade Marks (CGPDTM), Ministry of Commerce and Industry.  

 
PLI Auto Portal  

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Heavy Industries has launched Automated Online Data Transfer for capturing critical 
data related to Domestic Value Addition (DVA) from the PLI applicant’s ERP (Enterprise Resource 
Planning) system to PLI Auto Portal. 
What is the PLI Scheme for the Auto Sector? 

 Launched in: 2021 
 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Heavy Industries. 
 Aim: The scheme proposes financial incentives to boost domestic manufacturing of Advanced 

Automotive Technology (AAT) products and attract investments in the automotive 
manufacturing value chain. 

 Eligibility: The scheme incentivizes only those eligible AAT products for which a minimum of 
50% Domestic Value Addition (DVA) is achieved. 
o This criterion shall reduce imports from outside India, enable deep localization for AAT 

products in India and enable Indian Automotive Industry to be an important player in the 
global supply chain. 

 
What has been launched by the Government? 



 
 

 All approved applicants of the PLI Scheme have their own ERP (Enterprise Resource Planning) 
system. ERP is a type of software that organizations use to manage business activities.  

 Now the Government has launched the Automated Online Data Transfer system to enable the 
smooth transfer of critical data related to Domestic Value Addition (DVA) from the applicant’s 
existing ERP system to the PLI Auto portal in a safe environment.  

 This facility eliminates that paperwork by bringing in automation. It will also reduce the 
compliance burden on the part of the applicants on the one hand, and it will enable faster 
processing of claims on the other hand. 

 
SMILE-75 Initiative 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has launched the “SMILE-75 Initiative”. 
 
What is the SMILE-75 Initiative? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment under the SMILE: Support for 
Marginalized Individuals for Livelihood and Enterprise Scheme. 

 
Aim: To make cities/towns and municipal areas begging-free and make a strategy for comprehensive 
rehabilitation of the persons engaged in the act of begging through the coordinated action of various 
stakeholders. 
 
Under the initiative, seventy-five (75) Municipal Corporations in collaboration with NGOs and other 
stakeholders will cover several comprehensive welfare measures for persons who are engaged in the act 
of begging. 

 These measures will focus extensively on rehabilitation, provision of medical facilities, 
counseling, awareness, education, skill development, economic linkages and convergence with 
other Government welfare programmes etc. 

 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U)  

What is the News? 
The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) for 
the continuation of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U)up to 31stDecember 2024. 
 
What is Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban(PMAY-U)? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA)  
 Aim: To provide all-weather pucca houses to all eligible beneficiaries in the urban areas of the 

country through States/UTs/Central Nodal Agencies.  
 Coverage: The scheme covers the entire urban area of the country, i.e., all statutory towns as 

per Census 2011 and towns notified subsequently, including Notified Planning/ Development 
Areas. 

 Verticals: The scheme is being implemented through four verticals:  
o Beneficiary Linked Construction (BLC): Subsidy for beneficiary-led individual house 

construction /enhancement. 



 
 

o Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme (CLSS): Promotion of affordable housing for weaker 
sections through credit subsidy. 

o Affordable Housing in Partnership (AHP): Creation of houses by both public and private 
sectors. 

o In-Situ Slum Redevelopment (ISSR): Rehabilitation of slum dwellers with the participation 
of private developers using land as a resource. 

o Features of the Scheme 
o Type: It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS), except for Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme 

(CLSS), which is a Central Sector Scheme. 
o The Mission promotes women’s empowerment by providing the ownership of houses in 

the name of a female member or in a joint name.  
 
Badhe Chalo’ Movement  

What is the News? 
Badhe Chalo Movement under Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav has started. 
 
What is the ‘Badhe Chalo’ Movement? 

 Organized by: Ministry of Culture under ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ 
 Aim: To connect with the youth of the nation and to instill a deeper sense of patriotism among 

them. 
 The movement will feature Flash Dances happening across 75 cities where dancers will perform 

on a specially created ‘Youth Anthem’. 
 
What is the Har Ghar Tiranga campaign? 

 ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ is a campaign under the aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to encourage 
people to bring the Tiranga home and to hoist it to mark the 75th year of India’s independence. 

 Note: ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ is an initiative of the Government to celebrate and 
commemorate 75 years of progressive India and the glorious history of its people, culture and 
achievements. 

 
Experiential learning for 21st century  

What is the News? 
The National Education Society for Tribal Students (NESTS), Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Central Board 
of Secondary Education (CBSE) in collaboration with TATA Trusts and others have launched “Experiential 
Learning for 21st Century Programme”. 
 
What is Experiential Learning for the 21st Century Programme? 

 Experiential Learning for the 21st Century Programme has been launched for the Eklavya Model 
Residential School(EMRS) Principals and Teachers. 

 Purpose: It is conceptualized as an online programme for educators i.e teachers and principals 
to help them adapt classroom learning to real-life experiences.  

 The program was offered free of cost to all the selected teachers and principals. The selected 
teachers were trained as “Teacher Leaders” who shall be espousing the Experiential Learning 
Pedagogy to all EMRS teaching fraternity in a phased manner. 



 
 

 
What is Eklavya Model Residential School (EMRS)? 

 EMRS is a scheme for making model residential schools for Indian tribals (ST- Scheduled Tribes) 
across India. It started in the year 1997-98. 

 EMRS are being developed to impart quality education to tribal students, with an emphasis on 
not only academic education but all-round development of tribal students. 

 They are established at par with Navodaya Vidyalaya with focus on special state-of-the-art 
facilities for preserving local art and culture besides providing training in sports and skill 
development. 

 
What is the National Education Society for Tribal Students (NESTS)? 

 NESTS is an autonomous organization established under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA). 
 Aim: To provide high-quality education to the tribal students in their own environment. 

 
SERB-SURE scheme  

What is the News? 
The Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB) has launched a new scheme titled “State University 
Research Excellence (SERB-SURE)”. 
 
What is the State University Research Excellence (SERB-SURE) Scheme? 

 Launched by: Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB) 
 Aim: To augment the research capabilities in a structured way to create a robust R&D 

ecosystem in state and private universities and colleges, including self-financed institutions 
working within these universities. 

 Features: The scheme provides research support to active researchers belonging to state and 
private universities and colleges. This includes self-financed institutions working within 
universities, across India to undertake research and development in frontier areas of science, 
engineering, and quantitative social science. 

 Significance of the scheme: The scheme will help bring the university system, which was so far 
mostly limited to teaching, into mainstream research and enable the young faculty there to 
participate in cutting-edge research. 
o The scheme will also provide much-needed research opportunities to the faculties of state 

universities, 45% of which are located in rural areas.  
 
Centre launches several education initiatives to mark 2 years of NEP  

What are the initiatives launched on the 2nd anniversary of National Education Policy (NEP)2020? 
 Kalashala initiative: It will be launched in 750 schools. It envisions educating children about the 

various art forms of India & help them discover the country’s rich cultural heritage. The school 
students will learn about various art forms through lecture demonstrations by a visiting artist. 

 National innovation and entrepreneurship policy for schools in order to promote a learning 
environment where creativity, ideation, innovation, problem-solving and entrepreneurship skills 
of students are nurtured, irrespective of their age. 

 Bharatiya Games Initiative: Under this, the Government will introduce 75 Bharatiya games like 
‘gilli danda’, ‘kabaddi’ in schools under the Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) initiative. 



 
 

 
What is the Indian Knowledge Systems(IKS)? 

 Indian Knowledge System (IKS) is an innovative cell under Ministry of Education (MoE)at AICTE, 
New Delhi.  

 Purpose: It is established to promote interdisciplinary research on all aspects of IKS. Such as 
preserving and disseminating IKS for further research and societal applications.  

 Activities: It will actively engage in spreading the rich heritage of our country and traditional 
knowledge in the field of Arts and literature, Agriculture, Basic Sciences, Engineering & 
Technology, Architecture, Management, Economics etc. 

 
 
Nagar Van Yojana 

What is the News? 
The Minister of State for Environment, Forest & Climate Change has informed Lok Sabha about Nagar 
Van Yojana. 
 
What is Nagar Van Yojana? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change 
 Aim: To create Nagar Vans (urban forests) and Nagar Vatikas in the country with an objective to 

significantly enhance the tree outside forests and green cover, enhancement of biodiversity and 
ecological benefits to the urban and peri-urban areas apart from improving the quality of life of 
city dwellers.  

 Target: The scheme envisages developing 400 Nagar Vans and 200 Nagar Vatikas in the country 
during the period of 2020-21 to 2024-25. 

 Funding: The finances for the scheme will be paid for by the CAMPA (Compensatory 
Afforestation Fund  

 
Depletion in Groundwater Levels 

What is the News? 
According to the analysis done by the Central Ground Water Board (CGWB), Groundwater levels in some 
parts of the country are declining. 
 
What is the status of Groundwater levels in India? 
CGWB has found that between 2011 and 2020, about 70% of wells have registered arise in water level 
whereas about 30% of the wells monitored have registered a decline in groundwater level mostly in the 
range of 0–2 m. 

 Reasons for Groundwater Depletion: Continuous withdrawal is necessitated by increased 
demand for freshwater for various uses, unpredictability in rainfall, increased population, 
industrialization & urbanization etc. 

 Note: Water being a State subject, sustainable groundwater management including initiating 
suitable action for effective rainwater harvesting, increasing water use efficiency etc falls under 
the state’s mandate. 

 
What are the steps taken to tackle the depletion of Groundwater in India? 



 
 

 Atal Bhujal Yojana 
 Mission Amrit Sarovar 
 Guidelines for groundwater regulation: The guidelines advise States for reviewing the 

free/subsidized electricity policy to farmers (wherever applicable), bringing suitable water 
pricing policy and work towards crop rotation/diversification/other initiatives to reduce over-
dependence on groundwater. 

 Jal Shakti Abhiyan(JSA) 
 National Aquifer Mapping and Management Programme (NAQUIM) 
 States Initiatives: A number of states have done notable work in the field of water conservation 

/harvesting such as 1) Mukhyamantri Jal Swavlamban Abhiyan in Rajasthan, 2) Jalyukt Shiba in 
Maharashtra, 3) Sujalam Sufalam Abhiyan in Gujarat, 4)Mission Kakatiya in Telangana, 5) Neeru 
Chettu in Andhra Pradesh, 6) Jal Jeevan Hariyali in Bihar, 7) Jal Hi Jeevan in Haryana and 8) 
Kudimaramath scheme in TamilNadu etc. 

Revamped Based Power Distribution Sector Scheme 

What is the News? 
The Prime Minister has participated in the Grand Finale marking the culmination of Power Sector’s 
Revamped Distribution Sector ‘’. 

 He also launched the Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme and National Solar rooftop portal. 
He also laid the foundation stone of various green energy projects of NTPC. 

 
What is Ujjwal Bharat Ujjwal Bhavishya – Power @2047? 

 It is organized as part of the ongoing ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’. 
 Purpose: It showcases the transformation in the power sector achieved in the last eight years. It 

aims to empower citizens by improving their awareness and participation in various power-
related initiatives, schemes and programmes of government. 

 
What is Revamped Based Power Distribution Sector Scheme? 
Aim:  

 To help DISCOMs improve their operational efficiencies and financial sustainability. 
 It is done by providing result-linked financial assistance to DISCOMs to strengthen supply 

infrastructure based on: 
o Meeting pre-qualifying criteria 
o Achieving basic minimum benchmarks.  

 
Goal:  

 Reduction of AT&C losses to pan-India levels of 12-15% by 2024-25. 
 Reduction of ACS-ARR gap to zero by 2024-25. 
 Improvement in the quality, reliability and affordability of power supply to consumers through a 

financially sustainable and operationally efficient distribution sector. 
 
Components:  

 Part A – Financial support for Prepaid Smart Metering & System Metering and up-gradation of 
the Distribution Infrastructure. 

 Part B – Training & Capacity Building and other Enabling & Supporting Activities. 
 
Nodal Agencies:  



 
 

 REC and Power Finance Corporation (PFC) has been nominated as nodal agencies for facilitating 
the implementation of the scheme. 

 
What is the National Solar Rooftop Portal? 
The portal will have the following features: 

 Firstly, it will enable online tracking of the process of installation of rooftop solar plants starting 
from registering the applications to release of subsidies in residential consumers’ 
(‘beneficiaries’) bank account after installation and inspection of the plant. 

 Secondly, it will make it easier for a residential consumer to apply and get the solar rooftop 
solar installed. The consumers will have the choice to select any vendor registered with the local 
distribution company, solar modules of equality and efficiency, solar inverter and other balance 
of plants and equipment.  

 
What are the green energy projects launched? 

 Ramagundam floating solar project in Telangana: It is located in Telangana. It is India’s largest 
floating solar PV project with 4.5 lakh ‘Made in India’ solar PV modules.  

 Kayamkulam floating solar project in Kerala: It is the second-largest floating solar PV project 
consisting of 3 lakh ‘Made in India’ solar PV panels floating on water. 

 Nokh Solar Project in Rajasthan: It is India’s largest Domestic Content Requirement based Solar 
project with 1000 MWp at a single location, deploying high-wattage bifacial PV Modules with a 
tracker system. 

 Green Hydrogen Mobility Project in Leh: It is a pilot project and aims for five Fuel Cell Buses to 
be run in and around Leh. This pilot project would be the first deployment of Fuel Cell Electric 
Vehicles for public use in India. 

 Kawas Green Hydrogen Blending with Natural Gas project in Gujarat: It will be India’s first 
Green Hydrogen Blending Project helping in reducing the usage of natural gas. 

 
Coastal Clean Up Campaign  

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of Earth Sciences has convened a meeting of Union Ministers and Members of 
Parliament from coastal states of the country to discuss the ongoing countrywide Coastal Clean Up 
Campaign launched by the Ministry of Earth Sciences. 
 
What is the Coastal Clean Up Campaign? 

 Coastal Clean-Up campaign is a 75-day campaign launched by the government to clean up 
coastal beaches and raise awareness about “Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar”. 

 Aim: To make awareness about reducing marine litter, minimal use of plastics, segregation at 
source and waste management. 

 The campaign will culminate on “International Coastal Clean-up Day” (17thSeptember 2022). 
 Impact: Through this campaign, a mass behavioural change among the masses is intended by 

raising awareness about how plastic usage is destroying our marine life. 
 
What is Eco Mitram? 

 It is a mobile app launched to spread awareness about the campaign and also for the common 
people to voluntary registration for the beach cleaning activity on the 17th of September 2022.  

 



 
 

Suryamitra Skill Development Programme  

What is the News? 
The Minister for New and Renewable Energy has informed Lok Sabha about the Suryamitra Skill 
Development Programme. 
 
What is the Suryamitra Skill Development Programme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 
 Aim: To train the youth of age above 18 years as solar PV technicians for installation, operation 

and maintenance of solar power projects. 
 Implemented by: National Institute of Solar Energy (NISE) since 2015-16. 
 Significance of the scheme: The impact assessment report for Suryamitra training programme 

reported that more than 90% of the trainees have reported improvement in technical know-
how, improved performance in the sector and 88% of trainees reported an increase in job 
opportunities. 

 
What is the National Institute of Solar Energy(NISE)? 
NISE is an autonomous specialized institute under the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE). 
Aim: It is mandated for research and development, solar component testing and certification, capacity 
building and development of solar products and applications. 
Located at: Gurugram, Haryana  
 
Export credit risk insurance  

What is the News? 
Export Credit Guarantee Corporation(ECGC) has introduced a new scheme to provide enhanced export 
credit risk insurance cover to the extent of 90% to support small exporters. 
 
About the Scheme to provide enhanced export credit risk insurance cover 

 Launched by: ECGC under the Export Credit Insurance for Banks Whole Turnover Packaging 
Credit and Post Shipment(ECIB- WTPC & PS). 

 Objective: To provide small exporters with enhanced export credit risk insurance coverage of up 
to 90%. 

 Eligibility: The enhanced insurance cover will be available for manufacturers and exporters 
availing fund-based export credit working capital with a limit of up to Rs 20crore (Packaging 
Credit and Post Shipment limit per exporter/exporter-group),excluding the gems, jewellery and 
diamond sector and merchant exporters. 

 
What is the significance of the scheme? 

 The scheme is expected to benefit a number of small-scale exporters availing of export credit 
with banks which hold the ECGC WT-ECIB covers.  

 This will also enable the small exporters to explore new markets/new buyers and diversify their 
existing product portfolio competitively. 

 
Khelo India Scheme 



 
 

What is the News? 
Union Minister of Sports has informed that a number of rural and indigenous/tribal games have been 
identified under the ‘Promotion of rural and indigenous/tribal games’ component of Khelo India 
Scheme. 
 
What steps have been taken by the Government of India to promote indigenous games? 

 There are a number of indigenous sports being played in different States as per their culture and 
tradition.  

 Sports is a state subject. The responsibility to promote indigenous sports in the country and 
conduct special training programmes rests primarily with the respective State/Union Territory 
Governments. 

 The Union Government supplements their efforts. For instance, the Sports Ministry runs a 
Central Sector Scheme, namely, the Khelo India Scheme. One of the components of the scheme 
is the ‘Promotion of rural and indigenous/tribal games’. 

 This component is specifically dedicated to the development and promotion of rural and 
indigenous/tribal games in the country.  

 Indigenous games of Mallakhamb, Kalaripayattu, Gatka, Thang-Ta, Yogasana and Silambam 
have been identified for promotion under this component.  

 Grants are sanctioned for infrastructure development, equipment support, the appointment of 
coaches, training of coaches and scholarships under this Component. 

 
National Overseas Scholarship Scheme 

What is the News? 
The Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment has informed Rajya Sabhaabout the National 
Overseas Scholarship Scheme for SCs and others. 
 
What is the National Overseas Scholarship Scheme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry for Social Justice and Empowerment 
 Type: Central Sector Scheme 

Aim:  
 To facilitate the low-income students belonging to the Scheduled Castes, 
 Denotified Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes,  
 Landless Agricultural Laborers and Traditional Artisans category to obtain higher education viz., 

Master’s degree or Ph.D courses by studying abroad thereby improving their Economic and 
Social status. 

 
Features of the Scheme 

o 30% of the scholarships for each year shall be earmarked for women candidates.  
o Bachelors Level courses in any discipline are not covered under the Scheme.  
o Candidates already staying or studying or having completed studies abroad by utilizing any other 

scholarship from the State Government or through their own funds are not eligible to apply 
under the scheme.  

o Candidates having an unconditional offer of admission to top 500 ranked foreign Institutes 
/Universities as per the latest available QS rankings only will be selected for grant of scholarship 
during the first round of selection. In the second round, other students will be selected. 



 
 

 Eligibility: In order to be eligible for the scholarship, at least 60% marks or equivalent grade in 
the qualifying examination would be required. 

 Age: Age Not more than 35 (Thirty-Five) years, as on the first day of April for selection year. 
 Income Criteria: Income Ceiling Total family income from all sources shall not exceed Rs. 8.00 

lakh per annum in the preceding financial year. 
 
Electronics manufacturing in India 

What is the News? 
The Government of India has launched several initiatives to promote electronics manufacturing in India. 
Due to these initiatives, the domestic production of electronic goods has increased substantially from 
USD 37 billion in 2015-16 to USD 74.7 billion in 2020-21 growing ata Compound Annual Growth 
Rate(CAGR) of 17.9%. 
 
What are the schemes launched by the Government to promote electronics manufacturing in India? 

 Scheme for setting up of Semiconductor Fabs in India: It provides fiscal support to eligible 
applicants for setting up of Semiconductor Fabs. 

 Scheme for setting up of Display Fabs in India: It provides fiscal support to eligible applicants 
for setting up of Display Fabs. The Scheme provides fiscal support of up to50% of Project Costs 
subject to a ceiling of INR 12,000 crore per Fab. 

 Scheme for setting up of Compound Semiconductors / Silicon Photonics /Sensors Fab and 
Semiconductor Assembly, Testing, Marking and Packaging(ATMP) / OSAT facilities in India: 
The Scheme provides financial support of 30% of the Capital Expenditure to the eligible 
applicants for setting up of Compound Semiconductors / Silicon Photonics (SiPh) / Sensors 
(including MEMS) Fab and Semiconductor ATMP. 

 Design Linked Incentive(DLI) Scheme 
o Under the DLI Scheme financial incentives and design infrastructure support will be 

extended to domestic companies, startups and MSMEs. 
o The incentives will be provided across various stages of development and deployment of 

semiconductor design for Integrated Circuits (ICs), Chipsets, System on Chips (SoCs), 
Systems & IP Cores and semiconductor linked design for over a period of 5 years. 

 
Atal Vayo Abhyuday Yojana(AVYAY) 

What is the News? 
The Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment has informed Lok Sabhaabout the Atal Vayo 
Abhyuday Yojana(AVYAY). 
 
What is Atal Vayo Abhyuday Yojana(AVYAY)? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment 
 Type: Central Sector Scheme 
 Aim: To improve the quality of life of the Senior Citizens by providing basic amenities like 

shelter, food, medical care and entertainment opportunities and by encouraging productive and 
active ageing through providing support. 

 Sub Schemes/Components: 1) Integrated Programme for Senior Citizens (IPSrC), 2)State Action 
Plan for Senior Citizens (SAPSrC), 3) Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana(RVY), 4)Senior Able Citizens for 



 
 

Re-employment in Dignity(SACRED), 5) Action Groups Aimedat Social Reconstruction (AGRASR), 
6) Senior-care Aging Growth Engine (SAGE)-Silver economy for Senior Citizens, 7) Elderline – 
National Helpline for Senior Citizen,8) Channelizing the CSR fund for elderly care and 9) Training 
and capacity building for senior citizens. 

About the Elderly Population in India 
 There has been a steady rise in the population of senior citizens in India. The number of elderly 

persons increased from 1.98 crores in 1951 to 7.6 crores in 2001, and 10.38crores in 2011.  
 As per the Report of the Technical Group on Population Projections for India and States (2011-

2036), the population of senior citizens in India is projected to increase from 10.38 crore in 2011 
to 23 crores in 2036.  

 The total population of India is projected to increase from 121.10 crore in 2011 to152.20 crore 
in 2036. Therefore the percentage of senior citizens against the total population is expected to 
increase from 8.4% to 14.9%. 

 
GOAL Programme (GOAL 2.0)  

What is the News? 
The Union Minister for Tribal Affairs has informed the Lok Sabha about the GOAL Programme. 
 
What is a GOAL Programme? 

 GOAL (Going Online as Leaders) is a joint initiative of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Meta 
(formerly Facebook). 

 Aim: To digitally empower tribal youth and women through the concept of mentor and mentee. 
 Funded by: The programme is fully funded by Meta (Facebook India). 
 Phases: 
 1st Phase: The first phase of the GOAL programme was launched as a pilot project in May 2020, 

and it was completed by Dec 2021. The mentees in the first phase were provided with training 
across three-course pillars: (1) Communication & Life Skills; (2)Enabling Digital Presence, and (3) 
Leadership & Entrepreneurship.  

 2nd Phase: The second phase was launched in June 2022 with an aim to digitally up skill tribal 
youth by promoting entrepreneurship and opening up opportunities for them using digital 
technology. There will be a special focus on more than 10 lakh members of 50000 Vandhan Self-
Help Groups.  

 
Schemes for Strengthening Pharmaceuticals Industry  

What is the News? 
The Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers is planning to roll out a series of 
initiatives under the banner of “Schemes for Strengthening Pharmaceuticals Industry (SPI)”. 
 
What is the “Schemes for Strengthening Pharmaceuticals Industry (SPI)”? 

 Aim: To further enhance India’s existing manufacturing prowess in the Pharmaceuticals Industry 
by addressing issues related to technology up-gradation among MSMEs at the unit level and 
cluster level.  

 
Sub-Schemes: 



 
 

 Pharmaceuticals Industry Technology Upgradation Assistance Scheme (PTUAS): Under this, the 
Government will incentivise MSMEs for getting Schedule M certification or Good Manufacturing 
Practice(GMP) certification by the World Health Organization(WHO). 
o MSMEs will have the option to choose from either capital subsidy or interest subvention to 

upgrade their production facilities as per WHO-GMP or Schedule-M standards. 
o Note: GMP certification is a standard defined by WHO for ensuring products are produced 

and controlled as per the quality standards. 
 Assistance to Pharmaceuticals Industry for Common Facilities (APICF): Under this, Government 

will support the creation of common facilities like Testing Labs, Common Effluent Treatment 
Plants and other such common facilities by providing Govt support in the form of capital grants 
to the extent of up to 70% subject to a ceiling of a maximum of Rs. 20 crores. 

 Pharmaceutical & Medical Devices Promotion and Development Scheme (PMPDS): Under this, 
a series of awareness programs, sectoral studies and similar programs will be organized to 
generate soft inputs for policy advocacy. 

 
NAMASTE scheme  

What is the News? 
The Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs has said that the Government has formulated a 
NAMASTE scheme for cleaning of sewers and septic tanks. 
 
What is the NAMASTE Scheme? 

 Full-Form: National Action Plan for Mechanized Sanitation Ecosystem- NAMASTE. 
 Nodal Ministries: Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment and the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 
 Aim: To achieve outcomes like zero fatalities in sanitation work in India, no sanitation workers 

come in direct contact with human faecal matter and all Sewer and Septic tank sanitation 
workers have access to alternative livelihoods. 

 Erstwhile Scheme: This scheme replaces the Self Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of 
Manual Scavengers. 

 Implementation: The scheme will be implemented from 2022 to 2026 across 500cities and 
townships already notified under the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 
(AMRUT) which aims to equip cities with basic quality of life services. 

 
 Jagriti 

What is the News? 
The Department of Consumer Affairs (DoCA) has launched “Jagriti”. 
 
What is Jagriti? 

 Jagriti is a mascot for empowering consumers and generating awareness of their rights. It will be 
projected as an empowered consumer who is spreading awareness about consumer rights & 
addressing solutions to the problems faced by the consumers. 

 Aim: To strengthen its consumer awareness campaign presence in digital and multimedia and 
reinforce a young empowered and informed consumer as a top-of-mind consumer rights 
awareness recall brand. 



 
 

 Themes: The Jagriti mascot will be used to generate consumer awareness about various themes 
of the Department like provisions of the Consumer Protection Act 2019, Hallmarking, National 
Consumer Helpline toll-free number 1915, and provisions of the weights & measures Act among 
others. 

 Tagline: Jagriti mascot shall be shown along with tagline “Jago Grahak Jago” in all its media 
campaigns. 

  
Mission Shakti 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Women and Child Development has issued detailed guidelines for the‘Mission Shakti’ 
scheme.  
 
What is Mission Shakti? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Women Child Development (MWCD)  
 Aim: It is a mission mode scheme aimed at strengthening interventions for women’s safety, 

security and empowerment. 
 Objective: To provide to all women and girls including differently-abled, socially and 

economically marginalized and vulnerable groups, in need of care and protection, with short-
term and long-term services and information for their holistic development and empowerment.  

 
Sub Schemes: 
 ‘Mission Shakti’ has two sub-schemes – ‘Sambal‘ and ‘Samarthya‘.  
 

 Sambal: It is for safety and security of women. The components consist of erstwhile schemes of 
One Stop Center (OSC), Women Helpline (WHL), Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) with a new 
component of Nari Adalats – women’s collectives topromote and facilitate alternative dispute 
resolution and gender justice in society and within families. 

 Samarthya: It is for the empowerment of women. The components consist of erstwhile schemes 
of Ujjwala, Swadhar Greh and Working Women Hostel have been included with modifications. In 
addition, the existing schemes of National Creche Scheme for children of working mothers and 
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana(PMMVY) under umbrella ICDS have also been included. 
Moreover, a new component of Gap Funding for Economic Empowerment has also been added. 

 
Data democracy 

What is the News? 
WHO Science Council has released a report “Accelerating access to genomics for global health” 
advocating for passing on Genomic Technologies to developing countries. 
 
What is Genomics? 

 Genomics is the study of all of a person’s genes (the genome), including interactions of those 
genes with each other and with the person’s environment.  

 The field of genomics uses biochemistry, genetics and molecular biology methods to understand 
and use biological information in deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) and ribonucleic acid (RNA). 

 



 
 

What does the report say on Genomics? 
 Access to genomic technologies needs to be expanded, especially for Low- and Middle-Income 

Countries (LMIC). 
 It is not ethically or scientifically justifiable for countries with fewer resources to gain late access 

to such technologies. 
 Shortfalls in the financing, laboratory infrastructure, materials and highly trained personnel 

need to be addressed to expand access to genomic technologies. 
 
What are the recommendations given by the report? 

 Promote the adoption or expanded use of genomics in all Member States through advocacy by 
many parties. 

 Identify and overcome the practical issues that impede the implementation of genomics 
through local planning, financing, training of essential personnel, and the provision of 
instruments, materials, and computational infrastructure. 

 Foster commitments to collaborative activities to promote all aspects of national and regional 
programmes that advance genomics in the Member States. 

 
What is the WHO Science Council? 

 It was established in April 2021 by WHO Director.  
 It is composed of 9 leading scientists and public health experts from around the world. 
 The council advises the Director on high-priority issues and advances in science and technology 

that could directly improve global health. 
 It identified genomics as the focus of its first study, given the significant implications for public 

health. 
 
Mission Vatsalya Scheme 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Women and Child Development has issued Guidelines for Mission Vatsalya Scheme. 
 
What is Mission Vatsalya? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Women and Child Development  
 Type: Centrally Sponsored Scheme 
 Erstwhile Scheme: This scheme replaces the Child Protection Services (CPS) Scheme 

implemented since 2009-10. 
 Objectives: 1) To secure a healthy and happy childhood for each and every child in India, 2) To 

ensure opportunities to enable them to discover their full potential, 3) To assist States/UTs in 
delivering the mandate of the Juvenile Justice Act 2015 and achieve the SDG goals and 4) To 
promote family-based non-institutional care of children in difficult circumstances. 

 Components: 1) Improve the functioning of statutory bodies, 2) Strengthen service delivery 
structures, 3) Upscale institutional care/services, 4) Encourage non-institutional community-
based care, 5) emergency outreach services and 6) Training and capacity building. 

 Funding: Funds to states will be approved through the Mission Vatsalya Project Approval Board 
(PAB) which will be chaired by the Ministry of Women and Child Development Secretary. 

 Monitoring Mechanism: At the state level, there will be a committee headed by the Chief 
Secretary to monitor, review and promote convergence in the implementation of the scheme. 
There will also be a district-level committee. 



 
 

 Key Activities under the Mission: The Mission in partnership with states and districts will 
execute a 24×7 helpline service for children as defined under Juvenile Justice Act, 2015. 

 It will support State Adoption Resource Agencies (SARA), which will further support the Central 
Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) in promoting in-country adoption and regulating inter-
country adoption. 

 The Mission also plans to establish cradle baby reception centres in at least one specialized 
adoption agency in each area for receiving abandoned and trafficked children. 

 
National Industrial Corridor Development Programme 

What is the News? 
The Finance Minister chaired the 1st meeting of the Apex Monitoring Authority constituted to review 
the activities of the National Industrial Corridor Development programme. 
 
What is the National Industrial Corridor Development Programme (NICDP)? 

 National Industrial Corridor Development Programme is India’s most ambitious infrastructure 
programme aiming to develop new industrial cities as “Smart Cities” and converge next-
generation technologies across infrastructure sectors. 

 Objective: To expand the industrial output, increase employment opportunities, and provide 
better living and social facilities for the new and growing workforce by way of providing plug n 
play infrastructure at the plot level for industries. 

 NICDC is developing Eleven (11) Industrial corridors comprising 32 projects in four Phases. 
 Funding: The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India have signed a $250 

million loan to support the NICDP. 
 Implementing Agency: National Industrial Corridor Development & Implementation Trust 

(NICDIT). 
o NICDC Limited is a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) under the Administrative Control of 

DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce & Industry. 
 Apex Monitoring Authority: An Apex Monitoring Authority under the chairmanship of the 

Finance Minister has been set up to periodically review the activities of the programme. 
 
GatiShaakti  

What is the News? 
 The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has said that the Centre is considering releasing the Gati 

Shakti national master plan in the public domain. 
 At present, only state and central government ministries and departments can access the portal 

to execute infrastructure projects in a time-bound manner. 
 
What is Gati Shakti? 

 Aim: To ensure integrated planning and implementation of infrastructure projects in the next 
four years, with focus on expediting works on the ground, saving costs and creating jobs. 

 The Gati Shakti scheme will subsume the Rs 110 lakh crore National Infrastructure Pipeline that 
was launched in 2019. 

 Besides cutting logistics costs, the scheme is also aimed at increasing cargo handling capacity 
and reducing the turnaround time at ports to boost trade. 



 
 

 It also aims to have 11 industrial corridors and two new defence corridors - one in Tamil Nadu 
and other in Uttar Pradesh. Extending 4G connectivity to all villages is another aim. Adding 
17,000 kms to the gas pipeline network is being planned. 

 It will help in fulfilling the ambitious targets set by the government for 2024-25, including 
expanding the length of the national highway network to 2 lakh kms, creation of more than 200 
new airports, heliports and water aerodromes. 

 
What are the benefits if the Gati Shakti portal is made public? 

 The Gati Shakti portal can help visualise the infrastructure development in variousplaces across 
the country in a few clicks, empowering different stakeholders to use it to suit their needs. 

 For instance, the availability of prior area-specific information about the planned infrastructure 
will prevent small landholders from selling their holdings at a cheaper price to someone who has 
advanced information about an upcoming project. 

 For industry, Gati Shakti will make it quicker to visualize developed and underdeveloped areas 
and select areas for business accordingly. Currently, such information is stored in a scattered 
format in digital form in various departments. 

 
National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS) 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship(MSDE) has announced that the National 
Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS) will be a part of Direct Beneficiary Transfer(DBT) Scheme 
providing direct government benefits to all apprentices. 
 
 
What is the significance of this decision? 

 Earlier companies used to pay apprentices the entire amount and then seek reimbursement 
from the government.  

 Now with NAPS becoming part of the DBT scheme, the government will directly transfer its 
contribution to the bank accounts of apprentices through National Skill Development 
Corporation (NSDC). 

 
What is the National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS)? 

 National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS) was launched on19th August 2016 to 
promote apprenticeship training and increase the engagement of apprentices. 

 NAPS has replaced Apprentice Protsahan Yojna (APY). 
 The scheme has the following two components: 

o Reimbursement of 25% of prescribed stipend subject to a maximum of Rs. 1500/- per 
month per apprentice by the Government of India to all employers who engage 
apprentices. 

o Reimbursement of cost of basic training ( up to a limit of Rs. 7500/- for a maximum of 500 
hours/3 months) by the Government of India to Basic Training Providers (BTPs) in respect 
of apprentices who come directly for apprenticeship training without any formal training. 

 
 Note: Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) implements “National 

Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS)” and the Department of Higher Education (DHE), 
Ministry of Education (MoE) implements “National Apprenticeship Training Scheme (NATS)”.  



 
 

 However, both schemes are not overlapping as there is a clear demarcation in the target group 
of beneficiaries.  

 The Ministry of Education (MoE) administers the apprenticeship scheme for freshly passed-out 
engineering graduates, diploma holders, those students who are studying degree and diploma 
level courses in a sandwich program of engineering and general stream graduates.  

 On the other hand, MSDE administers apprenticeship programs for the rest of the categories of 
apprentices. 

 
Udyami Bharat  programme 

What is the News? 
 The Prime Minister has participated in the ‘Udyami Bharat’ programme. 
 During this, he launched several initiatives like 1) Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance 

(RAMP) scheme, 2) Capacity Building of First-Time MSME Exporters(CBFTE) scheme, and 3) new 
features of the Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) to ramp up the 
MSME sector.  

 
What is the Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance (RAMP) scheme? 

 It is a World Bank assisted Central Sector Scheme, supporting various Corona Virus Disease 2019 
(Covid) Resilience and Recovery Interventions of the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MoMSME). 

 Aimed at: 
o Improving access to market and credit 
o Strengthening institutions and governance at the Centre and State 
o Improving Centre-State linkages and partnerships 
o Addressing issues of delayed payments and greening of MSMEs 

 
What is Capacity Building of First-Time MSME Exporters(CBFTE) scheme?  

 Aim: To encourage MSMEs to offer products and services of international standardsfor the 
global market.  

 This will enhance the participation of Indian MSMEs in the global value chain and help them 
realize their export potential. 

 
What is the Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP)? 

 The Government of India approved the introduction of a credit linked subsidy programme called 
Prime Minister's Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) in 2008 for generation of 
employment opportunities through establishment of micro enterprises in rural as well as urban 
areas. 

 It allows entrepreneurs to set up factories or units. 
 

 New Features of PMEGP 
o Firstly, increase in the maximum project cost to Rs 50 lakhs (from Rs 25 lakhs) for the 

manufacturing sector and Rs 20 lakhs (from Rs 10 lakhs) in the service sector. 
o Secondly, the inclusion of applicants from Aspirational districts & Transgender in the Special 

Category applicants for availing higher subsidies.  
o Thirdly, handholding support is being provided to applicants/entrepreneurs through the 

engagement of banking, technical & marketing experts. 



 
 

 
What is MSME Idea Hackathon, 2022? 

 Aim: To promote and support the untapped creativity of individuals, promoting the adoption of 
the latest technologies and innovation among MSMEs. 

 The selected incubatee ideas will be provided funding support of up to Rs. 15 lakhs per 
approved idea. 

 
India State Support Program for Road Safety 

What is the News? 
The World Bank has approved a $250 million loan to support the “India State Support Program for Road 
Safety”. 
 
What is the “India State Support Program for Road Safety”? 

 Aim: 1) To help participating states reduce road crash fatalities and injuries through improved 
road safety management and institutional reform and results-based interventions on high-risk 
roads and 2) To strengthen emergency medical and rehabilitation services for post-crash care. 

 Financed by: World Bank 
 Coverage: The programme will be implemented in seven states namely: Andhra Pradesh, 

Gujarat, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. 
 
How will the program help the states in reducing road accidents? 
Under the program, the following steps will be taken:  

 A single accident reporting number will be set up to better manage post-crash events. 
 A National Harmonized crash database system will be established in order to analyze accidents 

and use that to construct better and safer roads. 
 The program will also fund network expansion of basic and advanced life support ambulances 

and training of first responder caregivers to road crash victims on the spot. 
 Further, it will also provide incentives to the States to leverage private funding through Public-

Private Partnership (PPP) concessions and pilot initiatives. 
 
Road Accidents in India and their impact on the economy 

 According to government data, each year road accidents in India kill about 1,50,000 people and 
injure another 4,50,000.  

 More than half of the victims are pedestrians, cyclists, or motorcyclists and almost 84%of all 
fatalities are among road users between the working ages of 18-60 years. 

 Poor households that account for over 70% of crash victims bear a higher proportion of the 
socio-economic burden of road crashes due to loss of income, high medical expenses and 
limited access to social safety nets. 

 According to a World Bank study, road crashes are estimated to cost the Indian economy 
between 5% to 7% of GDP a year.  

 
Swachh Bharat Mission- Urban 2.0  

What is the News? 



 
 

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has launched Revised Swachh Certification 
Protocols for ODF, ODF+, ODF++ and Water+ certifications under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0. 
 
What is Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0? 

 Launched by: Prime Minister in October 2022 
 Aim: To achieve “Garbage Free” status for all cities. 
 Components of the Mission: 1) Sustainable Solid Waste Management, 2) Sustainable Sanitation, 

3) Used water management, 4) Information, Education and Communication (IEC) and 5) Capacity 
Building(CB). 

 Duration of the Mission: The Mission will be in force for five years from 1st October2021 to 1st 
October 2026. 

 
What are the revised Swachh Certification Protocols? 

 The revamped protocol contains provisions to encourage cities to have a robust infrastructure 
with reliable operation and maintenance(O&M) mechanisms to achieve the goal of a clean 
urban India.  

 Key interventions against each certification include: 
o ODF category: It focuses on a robust monitoring mechanism by increasing the number of 

survey sample sizes and location types. 
o ODF+: focus on the functionality of community and public toilets and innovative O&M 

business model for their sustainability in the long run. 
o ODF++ category: It emphasizes on mechanised cleaning of septic tanks and sewers, safe 

collection & treatment of used water as well as safe management of fecal sludge. 
o Water+ category: Its focus will be on the collection, transportation, treatment and reuse of 

both used water and fecal sludge to prevent environmental pollution. 
 
Agniveers  

What is the News? 
Government of India has announced several programmes to enhance the future career aspects of youth 
recruited under Agnipath Scheme. 
 
What are the programmes announced by the Government of India for youth recruited under Agnipath 
Scheme? 
Three Year Bachelor Degree Programme 

 The Ministry of Education has announced that it will launch a special 3-year skill-based 
bachelor’s degree programme for defence personnel under the Agnipath scheme. 

 Aim: To enhance the future career prospects of Agniveers and equip them for various job roles 
in the civilian sector and recognise the skill training received by them during their defence 
tenure. 

 Nodal Agency: Indira Gandhi National Open University(IGNOU) will be offering the degree 
programmes which will be recognised in both India and abroad for employment and education.  

 Key Features of the Programme: Under the programme that will be designed and executed by 
IGNOU, 50% of the credits required for the graduate degree will come from skills received under 
the Agnipath scheme and the remaining 50% will come from a basket of courses that cover a 
wide variety of subjects like languages, Economics, History among others. 



 
 

 Those who apply for the degree programme will also have the provision of multiple exit points 
under which they will get an undergraduate certificate on completion of the first year, an 
undergraduate diploma on completion of the first two years and a degree on completion of all 
the three years. 

 Priority in Recruitment 
 The Ministry of Home Affairs has announced that the personnel who serve in the country’s 

armed forces under the newly launched Agnipath scheme will be preferred during recruitment 
for the Central Armed Police Forces and Assam Rifles.  

 
Civil-military joint Programme 

What is the News? 
The Defence Minister has addressed the participants of the 28th Joint Civil-MilitaryTraining Programme 
at Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration (LBSNAA) in Mussoorie,  Uttarakhand. 
 
What is the Joint Civil-Military Programme? 

 The Joint Civil-Military Programme was initiated in 2001 with the aim of fostering a structured 
interface between civil servants and Armed Forces officers for a shared understanding of 
national security.  

 Participants are drawn from the Civil Services, Armed Forces and Central Armed Police Forces.  
 
Objectives of the Programme:  

 To increase awareness of the different dimensions and elements of National Securityas well as 
threats to such security. 

 To familiarize the participants with challenges to the management of national security, 
emerging external security environment, the impact of globalization and internal security 
environment. 

 To provide an opportunity for the participants to interact and exchange ideas on the subject. 
 To expose them to the imperatives of civil-military synergy. 

 
‘Nanhi Pari’ Programme 

What is the News? 
Northwest Delhi district administration has launched the ‘Nanhi Pari’ Programme. 
 
What is the ‘Nanhi Pari’ Programme? 

 Nanhi Pari programme aims to provide a one-stop solution to parents, eliminating their need to 
visit various offices to obtain documents. 

 Under the programme, essential services such as the provision of a birth certificate, Aadhaar 
card registration and opening a bank account for girls are completed and delivered in 
government hospitals in the district before the mother and baby are discharged. 

 The programme will also help in getting registration of baby girls and mothers under various 
schemes such as the Sukanya Samriddhi Account scheme, the Ladli scheme and Pradhan Mantri 
Matru Vandana Yojana at the hospital itself. 

 
 



 
 

Significance of the Programme 
 The programme makes the processes for schemes as simple as possible for all children and 

mothers. Parents would not have to go from here to there, trying to avail themselves of the 
essential schemes. 

 
National Air Sports Policy 

What is the News? 
The Minister of Civil Aviation has launched National Air Sport Policy 2022 (NASP2022). 

 Note: Air sports encompass various sports activities involving the medium of air. These include 
sports like air-racing, aerobatics, aero modeling, hang gliding, paragliding, paramotoring and 
skydiving etc.  

 
What is National Air Sport Policy 2022(NASP 2022)? 

 Aim: To lay out the vision of making India as one of the top sports nations by 2030 by providing 
a safe, affordable, accessible, enjoyable and sustainable air sports ecosystem in India. 

 
 Objectives: 

o Promote an air sports culture in the country. 
o Enable adoption of international good practices in safety including but not limited to,air 

sports infrastructure, equipment, operations, maintenance and training. 
o Develop a simple, stakeholder-friendly and effective governance structure. 
o Enhance participation and success of Indian sportspersons in global air sports events; and 
o Promote design, development and manufacturing of air sports equipment in India inline 

with the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 
 Sports Covered: The policy will cover air sports such as aerobatics, aeromodelling, model 

rocketry, amateur-built and experimental aircraft, ballooning, drones, gliding and powered 
gliding. It also covers hang-gliding and powered hang-gliding, parachuting(including skydiving, 
BASE jumping and wing suit flying), paragliding and paramotoring (including powered parachute 
trikes), powered aircraft and rotorcraft. 

 Four Tier Governance Structure: Under the policy, there will be a four-tier governance structure 
for air sports in India namely: 
o Air Sports Federation of India (ASFI) is the apex governing body 
o National associations for individual air sports or a set of air sports, as appropriate 
o Regional (e.g. West/ South/ North East etc.) or State and Union Territory levelunits of the 

national air sports associations, as appropriate and 
o District-level air sports associations as appropriate 

 
Jan Samarth Portal 

What is the News? 
The Prime Minister has launched Jan Samarth Portal and also released a new series of coins. 
 
What is Jan Samarth Portal? 

 Jan Samarth is a unique digital portal linking thirteen credit-linked Government Schemes on a 
single platform. 



 
 

 The portal will be an ‘end-to-end delivery platform’ and more people will come forward to 
avail of loans because of the ease of compliance. 

 Significance: The portal will help reduce turnaround time and facilitate faster sanction of loans 
to beneficiaries. 

 
What is the new series of coins launched by the PM? 

 The Prime Minister has released a special series of Rs 1, 2, 5, 10 and 20 coins. 
 These coins will have the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ design. They will not be commemorative 

coins and will be part of the circulation. 
 Significance: These coins will remind people of the goal of ‘amrit kal’ and motivate people to 

work towards the development of the country. 
 
Lifestyle for the Environment- LiFE  Movement  

What is the News? 
The Prime Minister has launched a global initiative ‘Lifestyle for the Environment –LiFE Movement’. 
 
What is Lifestyle for the Environment – LiFE Movement? 

 The idea of LiFE was introduced by the Prime Minister during the 26th United Nations Climate 
Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow in 2021. 

 Aim: To promote an environment-conscious lifestyle that focuses on ‘mindful and deliberate 
utilization’ instead of ‘mindless and destructive consumption’. 

 Vision: To live a lifestyle that is in tune with our planet and does not harm it and those who live 
such a lifestyle are called Pro-Planet People. 

 As part of the launch of LiFE movement, ‘LiFE Global Call for Papers’ has been released. This 
paper invites ideas and suggestions from academics, universities &research institutions etc to 
influence and persuade individuals, communities and organizations across the world to adopt an 
environment-conscious lifestyle. 

 
Promotion of MSMEs in North Eastern Region and Sikkim 

What is the News? 
The Central Government has approved New Guidelines of Central Sector Scheme “Promotion of MSMEs 
in North Eastern Region (NER) and Sikkim”. 
 
What is the “Promotion of MSMEs in the North Eastern Region and Sikkim” Scheme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises(MSME) 
 Type: Central Sector Scheme 
 Aim: To provide financial support for enhancing the productivity and competitiveness as well as 

capacity building of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in the NER and Sikkim.  
 
Components of the Scheme 

 Setting up of new and modernization of existing Mini Technology Centers: The Scheme 
envisages financial assistance to State Governments for setting up new and modernization of 
existing Mini Technology Centers. The financial assistance of the Central Government will be 
90% with maximum assistance up to 13.50 crore. 



 
 

 Development of new and existing Industrial Estates: The financial assistance will be provided 
for the development of new and existing Industrial Estates and Flatted Factory Complexes. The 
financial assistance of the Government will be 90%.  

 Development of Tourism Sector: The financial assistance will be provided for the creation of 
common services such as kitchen, bakery, laundry & dry cleaning, refrigeration and cold storage 
among others. The financial assistance of the Government will be 90% with maximum assistance 
limited to Rs. 4.50 crore. 

ICCR’s Gen Next Democracy Network programme  

What is the News? 
Ten day’s Gen Next Democracy Network programme of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations(ICCR) 
has concluded. 
 
What is Gen Next Democracy Network programme? 

 Launched by: Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). 
 Under the programme, youth from democratic countries come to India to get acquainted with 

India’s heritage, culture and functioning of Indian democracy. 
 In 2022, youths from six countries-Ghana, Bangladesh, Peru, Nepal, Brunei and Norway visited 

India. 
 

Indian Business Portal – e-commerce marketplace 

What is the News? 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry has launched the Indian Business Portal. 
 
What is Indian Business Portal? 

 The portal is a B2B digital marketplace to empower SME exporters, artisans and farmers to 
identify new markets for their products and grow their sales globally. It is an International Trade 
Hub for Indian Exporters and Foreign Buyers. 

 Designed and developed by: Federation of Indian Export Organisations in partnership with 
Global Linker. 

 Objectives of Indian Business Portal: 
o -Digitizing Indian Exporters and help them become discoverable online, 
o -Promoting exports from all Indian States, 
o -Showcasing India’s strength in wide range of Products & Services, 
o -Encouraging virtual meetings between buyers and sellers, 
o -Providing a trusted network of Indian Exporters to Foreign Buyers. 

 Functions: Indian Business Portal addresses a number of elements like digitizing exporters, 
supporting MSME and encouraging greater exports of products Made in India. 

 Significance: It is the only marketplace that is exclusive for exporters registered in India and is 
custom-built to support exporters with a range of bespoke features and relevant partners 
integrated to build this ecosystem 

 
What are the benefits of the portal? 



 
 

 Encourage business ecosystem: The portal is an encouragement to Indian Startup, SMEs, 
Artisans & Farmers (GI Products), and Service providers to take their first step toward the 
exports. 

 Tech-enabled governance: The portal will play a key role in determining India’s growth and 
competitiveness. The government is focused on paperless, automated processing systems, 
simple procedures for trade players, online data exchange between departments, digital 
payments & acknowledgements. 

 Benefiting capture International markets: The platform will facilitate the enhancement of 
India’s trade linkages for the International markets. 

 
 
Micro & Small Enterprises Cluster Development Programme (MSE-CDP) 

What is the News? 
The Government has approved the New Guidelines of the Micro & Small Enterprises Cluster 
Development Programme (MSE-CDP). The programme will be implemented during the 15th Finance 
Commission Cycle(2021-22 to 2025-26). 
 
What is Micro & Small Enterprises Cluster Development Programme? 

 The Government has adopted the cluster development approach as a key strategy for enhancing 
the productivity and competitiveness as well as capacity building of Micro and Small Enterprises 
(MSEs). 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME). 
 
Objectives: 

 To support the sustainability and growth of MSEs by addressing common issues such as 
improvement of technology, skills and quality, etc. 

 To build the capacity of MSEs for common supportive action through the formation of self-help 
groups, up-gradation of associations, etc. 

 To create/upgrade infrastructural facilities in the new/existing industrial areas/ clusters of MSEs. 
 To set up common facility centres (for testing, training centre, raw material depot, effluent 

treatment, etc. 
What are the new guidelines for MSE-CDP? 

 Common Facility Centers (CFCs): The central government grant will be restricted to70% and 
60% of the cost of the project under certain conditions. 

 Infrastructure Development: Similar restrictions have been placed for setting up of anew 
Industrial Estate / Flatted Factory Complex. 

 
Digital India BHASHINI – India’s AI led language translation platform 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Electronics and IT conducted a brainstorming session with Researchers and Startups 
aimed to shape strategy for Digital India BHASHINI [BHASHa Interface for India]. 
 
What is Digital India BHASHINI? 



 
 

 It is India’s Artificial Intelligence (AI) led language translation platform. The Bhashini Platform is 
a part of the National Language Translation Mission. 

 A Bhashini Platform will make Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Natural Language Processing (NLP) 
resources available to MSMEs, Startups and Individual Innovators in the public domain. 

Aim: 
 To empower Indian citizens by connecting them to the Digital Initiatives of the country in their 

own language thereby leading to digital inclusion. 
 To increase the content in Indian languages on the Internet substantially in the domains of 

public interest, particularly, governance-and-policy, science & technology, etc. 
 
Functions of the Mission: The mission will create and nurture an ecosystem involving Central/State 
government agencies and start-ups, working together to develop and deploy innovative products and 
services in Indian languages. 
 
What is the significance of Digital India BHASHINI? 

 Content in Indian Languages: The platform will encourage citizens to use the Internet in their 
own language. 

 Create a digital ecosystem: The Bhashini platform is interoperable and will catalyze the entire 
Digital Ecosystem. 

 Revolutionise the startup ecosystem: The Multi-linguality of the platform presents a major 
opportunity to startups for developing innovative solutions and products that can cater to all 
Indian citizens irrespective of the language. 

 Startups are an important part of India’s Digital ecosystem and will be supported for developing 
India-specific and Indian Languages enabled IT solutions through Mission Digital India Bhashini. 

 Increase the reach of governance: The platform is a giant step to realize the goal of Digital 
Government. Initiatives arising out of the confluence of AI techniques and NLP, such as the 
development of speech and text translation techniques, will increase the reach of governance. 

 Further, as public websites become multilingual and interactive, and the reach of public welfare 
schemes will also increase. 

 
 

Green hydrogen: Fuel of the future 

What is the News? 
 At the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, India has said that India will emerge as the 

leader of green hydrogen by taking advantage of the current energy crisis across the globe. 
 Note: Recently, Oil India Limited (OIL) commissioned India’s first 99.99% pure green hydrogen 

plant in eastern Assam’s Jorhat. 
 
What is Green Hydrogen? 

 Green hydrogen is a type of hydrogen that is produced through the electrolysis of water using 
renewable energy sources such as solar or wind power. 

 The electrolysis process splits water into hydrogen and oxygen, and the hydrogen produced can 
be used as a clean and renewable fuel. 

 
Why is India pursuing green hydrogen? 



 
 

 Under the Paris Agreement, India is committed to reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by 33-
35% from the 2005 levels. At the 2021 Conference of Parties in Glasgow, India reiterated its 
commitment to move from a fossil and import-dependent economy to a net-zero economy by 
2070. 

 To fulfill those commitments, India launched the National Hydrogen Mission in 2021.The 
mission aims to cut down carbon emissions and increase the use of renewable sources of 
energy. 

 
How much green hydrogen is India producing? 

 India has just begun to generate green hydrogen with the objective of raising non-fossil energy 
capacity to 500 gig watts by 2030. India’s first 99.99% pure green hydrogen plant in eastern 
Assam’s Jorhat unit has an installed capacity to produce 10 kg of hydrogen per day and scale it 
up to 30 kg per day. 

 
What are the advantages of hydrogen as a fuel? 

 Green hydrogen can be stored for long periods of time, 
 The stored hydrogen can be used to produce electricity using fuel cells. In a fuel cell, hydrogen 

gas reacts with oxygen to produce electricity and water vapor. Hydrogen, thus, can act as an 
energy storage device and contribute to grid stability. 

 The oxygen, produced as a by-product (8 kg of oxygen is produced per 1 kg of hydrogen), can 
also be monetised by using it for industrial and medical applications or for enriching the 
environment.  

 
 
Swachh Survekshan 2023  

What is the News? 
The government has launched the eighth edition of Swachh Survekshan -2023 (SS2023) under Swachh 
Bharat Mission Urban 2.0. 
 
About the Swachh Survekshan 2023 

 Theme: The survey is designed with the theme of ‘Waste to Wealth’ as its driving philosophy. 
 SS 2023 is curated towards achieving circularity in waste management. The survey would give 

priority to the principle of 3Rs – Reduce, Recycle and Reuse. 
  

What is Swachh Survekshan? 
 Swachh Survekshan was introduced in 2016 as a competitive framework to encouragecities to 

improve the status of urban sanitation while encouraging large scale citizen participation. 
 It was launched as part of the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, which aimed to make India clean and 

free of open defecation by 2nd October 2019. The first survey was undertaken in 2016. 
 Conducted by: Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) with Quality Council of India 

(QCI) as its implementation partner. 
 Parameters: The cities have been ranked based on three broad parameters — service level 

progress, citizen’s voice and certification. 
 
What are the new additions to SS2023? 



 
 

 There is an enhanced level of cleanliness activities undertaken by the cities during the months 
the survey is conducted. Therefore, in SS 2023, the evaluation will be conducted in 4 phases, 
instead of 3 phases in earlier editions. 

 To align with the theme of SS2023, additional weightage has been given to source segregation 
of waste, enhancement of waste processing capacity of cities to match the waste generation 
and reduction of waste going to the dumpsites. 

 Indicators have been introduced emphasizing the need for a phased reduction of plastic, plastic 
waste processing, encouraging waste to wonderful parks and zero waste events. 

 Ranking of Wards within the cities is also being promoted through Swachh Survekshan 2023. 
 The cities would also be assessed on dedicated indicators on the issues of ‘open urination’ 

(Yellow Spots) and ‘open spitting’ (Red Spots). 
 
What is the significance of Swachh Survekshan? 

 Over the years, Swachh Survekshan has emerged as the largest Urban sanitation survey in the 
world. 

 The survey which started with only 73 cities in 2016 has now grown to 4355 cities in SS 2022, 
including 62 Cantonment Boards. It has led to healthy competition among cities to improve their 
performance on sanitation parameters thereby improving sanitation services delivery to the 
citizens. 

 
Gatishakti Sanchar Portal  

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of Communications, Electronics and IT has launched Gatishakti Sanchar Portal for 
Centralized Right of Way (RoW) approvals. 
 
What is GatiShakti Sanchar Portal? 

 GatiShakti Sanchar Portal is a collaborative institutional mechanism between all stakeholders 
including Central and State/UT Government(s), Local bodies and Service Providers to facilitate 
the Right of Way (RoW) Application Process through a single interface. 

 Purpose: The portal will enable applicants from various Telecom Service providers(TSPs) as well 
as Infrastructure providers (IPs) to apply for Right of Way permissions to lay down Optical Fiber 
Cable. Also for erecting mobile towers for State/UT Governments and local bodies. 

 Developed by: MP state Electronics Development Corporation on behalf of the Department of 
Telecommunications (DoT). 

Advantages of this portal 
– Fast laying of more Optical Fiber Cable thus will accelerate fiberization. 
– Increased tower density will enhance connectivity and improve the quality of various telecom services. 
– Increased fiberization of telecom towers, thus ensuring better Broadband speed, across the country. 
 
Significance of this portal: 

 The portal shall act as an enabler to the objective of “Ease of doing business” for 
telecommunications infrastructure. 

 It would also provide a robust mechanism to achieve our goal of “Broadband to All”as 
envisaged in the National Digital Communication Policy-2018. 

 



 
 

BHARAT TAP 

What is the News? 
 The Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs has launched the BHARAT TAP initiative and Nirmal 

Jal Prayas Initiative at the ‘Plumbex India’ exhibition. This exhibition is aimed at products and 
services related to the plumbing, water and sanitation industry.  

 
What is BHARAT TAP Initiative? 

 Aim: To provide low-flow, sanitary ware at scale and thereby reduce water consumption at 
source considerably. 

 Benefits: It is estimated to save approximately 40% of water. This will in turn result in water 
saving and energy saving due to less water and energy will be required for pumping, 
transporting, and purification. 

 Significance: This initiative will also be accepted quickly in the country and will lead to a 
renewed focus on water conservation efforts. 
 

What is Nirmal Jal Prayas Initiative? 
 It is an initiative of NAREDCO-MAHI. 
 Aim: To map groundwater as it is very important to save underground water. 
 Target: The initiative will work to save around 500 crore liters of water per year. 

 
What is NARDECO? 

 National Real Estate Development Council(NAREDCO) was established as an autonomous self-
regulatory body in 1998 under the aegis of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 

 Purpose: It is an apex body at the national level representing all spheres of stakeholders 
engaged in various aspects of real estate development.  

 
What is NARDECO-MAHI? 

 NAREDCO has established NAREDCO-MAHI Women’s Wing in 2021 for empowering women 
entrepreneurs and encouraging participation of women in the real estate sector and allied 
fields. 

 
National Data & Analytics Platform 

What is the News? 
 NITI Aayog has launched the National Data & Analytics Platform (NDAP) for open public use. 

 
What is the National Data & Analytics Platform(NDAP)? 

 Launched by: NITI Aayog 
 Aim: To democratize access to public government data by making data accessible, 

interoperable, interactive and available on a user-friendly platform.  
 
Features of NDAP 

 Accessibility: The platform makes data more accessible by hosting data in clean, machine-
readable formats, ensuring datasets are interoperable, and providing detailed documentation 
on the contents of each dataset. 



 
 

 Use case-based Approach: It follows a use-case based approach to ensure that the datasets 
hosted on the platform are tailored to the needs of data users from government, academia, 
journalism, civil society and the private sector.  

 

Mission Amrit Sarovar 

What is the News? 
 The Prime Minister has launched a Mission Amrit Sarovar. 
  

What is Mission Amrit Sarovar? 
 Aim: To develop and rejuvenate 75 water bodies in each district of the country as a part of the 

celebration of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav. In total, it would lead to the creation of 50,000 water 
bodies of a size of about an Acre or more. 

 Participating Ministries/Departments: Department of Rural Development, Department of Land 
Resources, Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Department of Water Resources, 
Ministry of Panchayati Raj and Ministry of Forest, Environment and Climate change. 

 Technical Partner: Bhaskaracharya National Institute for Space Application and Geo-
informatics(BISAG-N). 

 Duration of the mission: The Mission Amrit Sarovar is to be completed by 15thAugust 2023. 
 
Implementation Strategy 

 Refocusing of Schemes: The Mission works through the States and Districts through refocusing 
of various schemes such as MGNREGA, 15th Finance Commission Grants, PMKSY sub-schemes 
such as Watershed Development Component, Har Khet Ko Pani besides States own schemes.  

  The mission also encourages the mobilization of citizen and non-govt resources for 
supplementing these efforts. 

 Minimum Area: This Amrit Sarovar will be constructed on at least 1 acre of land with awater 
holding capacity of about 10,000 cubic meters. 

 
CAPF Punarvaas 

What is the News? 
 The Ministry of Home Affairs has launched ‘CAPF Punarvaas’ through the Welfare 

&Rehabilitation Board(WARB). 
What is CAPF Punarvaas? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Home Affairs  
 Aim: To facilitate retired Central Armed Police Force(CAPF) and Assam Rifle personnel to secure 

employment with private security agencies. 
 Through this portal, retired personnel seeking re-employment can find an appropriate match by 

uploading personal details on the WARB website along with their area of expertise and 
preferred employment location.  

 Moreover, this portal has also been linked with another portal that the Ministry of Home Affairs 
runs for the registration of Private Security Agencies (PSAs) under the Private Security Agencies 
Regulation Act (PSARA). This will result in a single platform for both jobseekers and job 
providers. 

 



 
 

Significance of this portal 
 On one hand, PSAs will benefit by accessing the database of retired and willing personnel of 

CAPFs who are well-trained in providing security and other security-related services. 
 On the other hand, this portal will provide an electronic platform for retired CAPFs personnel to 

secure employment in PSAs. 
 
Draft National Youth Policy 

What is the News? 
 The Government of India has reviewed the existing draft National Youth Policy,2014and 

prepared a New Draft National Youth Policy(NYP).  
 
Why was the Draft National Youth Policy prepared? 

 Currently, youths between the ages of 15 and 29 are estimated to constitute more than34% of 
the total population in India. 

 While these numbers are expected to decline in the coming years, youth will still account for 
almost 24% of India’s population or 365 million people in 2030.  

 Compared to countries like China, Japan, and the USA, where they face the challenge of an 
ageing population, India has the advantage of being in a position of strength with the potential 
to drive economic growth.  

 
What is the Draft National Youth Policy (NYP)? 

 Prepared by: Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports. 
 Vision of the Policy: The policy articulates a ten-year vision for youth development that India 

seeks to achieve by 2030. The policy is also aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and serves to ‘unlock the potential of the youth to advance India’.  

 

 
Priority Areas: The policy seeks to catalyze widespread action on youth development across five priority 
areas: 1) education, 2) employment and entrepreneurship, 3) youth leadership and development, 4) 
health, fitness and sports and 5) social justice.  

 Each priority area is underpinned by the principle of social inclusion — enabling equitable 
progress by including the most marginalized sections in the design, planning and 
implementation of all schemes and programmes. 

 
National Film Heritage Mission 



 
 

What is the News? 
 The Union Minister of Information & Broadcasting has announced the World’s largest film 

restoration project under National Film Heritage Mission(NFHM).  
 
What is the National Film Heritage Mission(NFHM)? 

 Launched in: 2016 by the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting  
 Aim: To preserve, restore and digitize India’s cinematic heritage. 
 Objectives of the mission: 1) Condition assessment of film reels to ascertain the remaining life 

of the film, 2) 2K/4K picture and sound restoration of landmark films of Indian and recording of 
new picture and sound inter-negatives of each film, 3) Digitization of films, 4) Construction of 
archival and preservation facilities called vaults,5) Training and workshops for in-house capacity 
building and 6) Web-based end to end IT solution. 

 Implementing Agency: National Film Archives of India (NFAI). 
 Significance: It is one of the world’s largest film preservation missions. 

 
What is the National Film Archive of India(NFAI)? 

 Setup in: 1964 as a media unit of the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting. 
 Aim: To acquire and preserve Indian cinematic heritage. This includes the preservation of film 

and non-film material including but not limited to celluloid, stills, glass slides, posters, lobby 
cards, scripts and song booklets. 

 Headquarters: Pune, Maharashtra. 
 
 
Districts as Export Hub 

What is the News? 
The Directorate General of Foreign Trade(DGFT) has sought ₹6,000 crores from the Finance Ministry for 
its proposed Districts as Export Hubs scheme. 
 
What is the “Districts as Export Hubs Scheme”? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 
 Type: Centrally Sponsored Scheme. 
 Part of: The Scheme will be part of the new Foreign Trade Policy (FTP). 
 Aim: To help producers across 200 districts scale up manufacturing and find foreign buyers for 

their goods. 
 Implementing Body: Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT). 
 Under the scheme, District Export Promotion Committees (DEPCs) have been constituted in 

most of the districts and products and services with export potential have been identified in 
each district. 

 
 
National Behavior Change Communication Framework  

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has launched the ‘National Behavior Change Communication 
Framework for Garbage Free Cities’. 



 
 

 
What is the National Behavior Change Communication Framework for Garbage Free Cities? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0. 
 Aim: To strengthen the ongoing Jan Andolan for ‘Garbage Free Cities’. 
 Purpose: The framework serves as a guiding document and blueprint for States and Cities to 

undertake large scale multimedia campaigns along with intensive and focused interpersonal 
communication campaigns.  

 Focus Areas: The framework focuses on intensifying messaging around the key focus areas of 
source segregation, collection, transportation, and processing of waste, plastic waste 
management, and remediation of legacy dumpsites to truly transform the urban landscape of 
India. 

 
Museum Grant Scheme 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Culture has granted Rs 3.75 crore under the ‘Upgradation of Museums Scheme’ as part 
of the Museums Grant Scheme for the Rs 5-crore project in Eluru town, Andhra Pradesh. 
 
What is the Museum Grant Scheme? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Culture in 2013. 
 Aim: To strengthen and modernize the existing museums at the Regional, State and District 

levels. 
 To develop at least 1 Central / State Government Museum located in the State Capital each 

year. 
 Under the scheme, financial assistance is provided to State Governments and Societies, 

Autonomous bodies, Local Bodies and Trusts registered under the Societies Act 1860 for setting 
up new Museums. 

 
Components under the scheme 

 Establishment and Development of District and Regional Museums: Under this component, 
museums have been classified into two categories:  
o Category-I: Government-owned State level Museums and renowned Museums with 

exquisite collections 
o Category-II: all other Museums. 

 The maximum amount of financial assistance provided under this Component is limited to Rs.10 
crore. 

 Development of Museums in State Capitals: Financial assistance under this component is 
provided to existing renowned museums of the Central or State Government located in the 
Capital cities. 

 The maximum financial assistance under this component is limited to Rs. 15 Crore per museum. 
 Establishment and Development of Large-Scale Museums in Public-Private Partnership Mode: 

Under this component, it is proposed to establish large scale museums as joint ventures with 
State Governments and civil society in the Public-Private partnerships Mode. 

 The maximum financial assistance provided under this component is 40% of the project cost 
subject to a maximum of Rs. 20 Crore per museum. 

 



 
 

Atal New India Challenge 2.0 (ANIC 2.0)  

What is the News? 
Atal Innovation Mission has launched the phase 1 of the 2nd edition of the Atal New India Challenge 
(ANIC 2.0) 
 
What is Atal New India Challenge? 

 Atal New India Challenge is a flagship program of Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog. 
 Aim: To seek, select, support and nurture technology-based innovations that solve sectoral 

challenges of national importance and societal relevance. 
 Goal: To support innovations in areas critical to India’s development and growth –Education, 

Health, Water and Sanitation, Housing, Energy, Mobility, and Space Application among others. 
 The challenge addresses the second Commercialization Valley of Death –supporting innovators 

scale over the risks associated with access to resources for testing, piloting and market creation. 
 Funding: The challenge supports selected start-ups through the commercialization stage over a 

course of 12 – 18 months with a funding of up to INR 1 crore along with other associated 
support from the AIM’s innovation ecosystem. 

 
What does Valley of Death mean? 

 The Valley of death is an expression used by Venture Capitalists (VCs) to describe the critical 
initial phase of a startup company. 

 During this period, startup companies operate without any existing revenue, relying on their 
initial invested capital. 

 Surviving the Death Valley curve means beginning to generate sufficient revenue to become 
self-sustainable before the initial invested capital runs dry. This is a significant milestone for 
startup companies. 

 
ADIGRAMS 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has organized a workshop across the Jharkhand state onADIGRAMS 
(Adivasi Grants Management System) Portal. 
 
What is ADIGRAMS (Adivasi Grants Management System) Portal? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA). 
 Aim: To provide a central database for the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and the State Tribal 

Development/ Welfare Department to access, interact and analyze up-to-date scheme-wise 
Physical and financial information and progress. 

 The portal will also completely digitize the process of proposal submission and approval under 
various schemes of MoTA. 

 Schemes covered under the portal: The portal covers the following schemes of MoTA: 
o Grants under Article 275 (1) of the Constitution of India. 
o Special Central Assistance (SCA) to Tribal Sub-Scheme (TSS). 
o Scheme for development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs). 
o Institutional Support for Development and Marketing of Tribal Produce. 



 
 

o Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) through Minimum 
SupportPrice (MSP) and Development of Value Chain for MFP (MSP for MFPs). 

 
 ‘Azadi se Antyodaya Tak’  

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of Rural Development has launched the Azadi Se Antyodaya Tak campaign. 
 
What is Azadi Se Antyodaya Tak? 

 Azadi Se Antyodaya Tak is a 90-day inter-ministerial campaign under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. 
 Aim: To take up 17 select schemes of Nine Ministries in 75 selected districts across the country. 
 During the campaign, the schemes will be taken up directly by reaching out to the person at the 

bottom of the pyramid in rural areas by each of the participating ministries and departments. 
 Districts Selected: The 75 districts selected under the campaign are aligned with the birthplace 

of 99 Freedom Fighters. 
 These districts are also marginally lagging behind in the development parameters and have been 

shortlisted through MPCE (Monthly Per Capita Indicators) and the 2011Socio-Economic Caste 
Census. 

 Ministries Involved: The campaign is a concerted effort of the Ministry of Rural Development, 
Department of Social Justice & Empowerment, Ministry of Women &Child Development, 
Department of Financial Services, Ministry of Skill Development &Entrepreneurship, 
Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Department of Health& Family Welfare, 
Department of Animal Husbandry and Ministry of Labour &Employment.  

 Implementation of the campaign: The campaign is to be implemented in a celebratory mode 
involving all rural stakeholders including families of selected freedom fighters(FF), Panchayati 
Raj Institutions(PRIs), women networks and students highlighting the achievements of the 
schemes.  

 
MSME Sustainable (ZED) Certification Scheme 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises has launched the MSME Sustainable(ZED) 
Certification Scheme. 
 
What is the MSME Sustainable (ZED) Certification Scheme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of MSME. 
 Aim: To create awareness amongst MSMEs about Zero Defect Zero Effect (ZED) practices and 

motivate and incentivise them for ZED Certification while also encouraging them to become 
MSME Champions. 

 Phases under the scheme: The first phase will focus on manufacturing MSMEs and the second 
phase would be aimed at the MSMEs in the services sector. 

 Benefits and Subsidies: MSMEs will get subsidies on the cost of ZED certification as per the 
following: Micro Enterprises: 80%, Small Enterprises: 60% and Medium Enterprises: 50%. 

o There will be an additional subsidy of 10% for the MSMEs owned by Women/SC/ST 
Entrepreneurs or MSMEs in NER/Himalayan/LWE/Island territories/aspirational districts. 



 
 

o In addition to the above, there will be an additional subsidy of 5% for MSMEs which are 
part of the SFURTI or Micro & Small Enterprises – Cluster Development Programme 
(MSE-CDP) of the Ministry. 

o A limited purpose joining reward of Rs 10,000 will also be offered to each MSME once 
they take the ZED Pledge. 

o A provision of up to Rs. 5 lakh (per MSME) will also be made available for handholding 
and consultancy support for MSMEs for assisting them to move towards Zero Defect 
Zero Effect solutions. 

o ZED-certified MSME players will also be offered subsidies in stall charges, airfares, 
concession in banks’ processing fees and rate of interest along with preference in 
lending.  

Significance of the Scheme: Through the ZED Certification, MSMEs can reduce wastage substantially, 
increase productivity, enhance environmental consciousness, save energy, optimally use natural 
resources, and expand their markets amongst others. 
 
Kisan Bhagidari Prathmikta Hamari’ Campaign 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has launched the ‘KisanBhagidari Prathmikta 
Hamari’ Campaign under ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’. 
 
What is the Kisan Bhagidari Prathmikta Hamari Campaign? 

 Organized by: Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare in association with other Ministries. 
 Aim: To organize activities for creating awareness and publicity among a large number of 

farmers across the country about the schemes and programmes of the Ministry of Agriculture & 
Farmers Welfare and other allied Ministries. 

 
Activities to be organized under the campaign 

 Krishi Mela: At each Krishi Vigyan Kendra, the Department of Agriculture Researchand 
Education will be organizing Krishi Mela and a natural farming-based field exhibition. 

 Discourse on agroecological practices: The Ministry of Rural Development along with the 
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM)will be organizing 
discourses on livestock and agro-ecological practices. 

 One District One Product webinar: The Ministry of Food Processing Industries and the Ministry 
of Commerce will be organizing a webinar on One District One Product(ODOP) during the 
campaign. 

 
Children In Street Situation (CISS) 

What is the News? 
 The Supreme Court has directed the States and Union Territories(UTs) that have not yet framed 

their own policies to rehabilitate children in street situation(CISS) to immediately implement the 
Standard Operating Procedure for Care and Protection of Children in Street Situation 2.0 

 
What is Standard Operating Procedure for Care and Protection of Children in Street Situation 2.0? 



 
 

 Prepared by: National Commission for Protection of Children’s Rights (NCPCR) in collaboration 
with Save the Children, a non-profit organization. 

 Aim: To strengthen the processes and interventions that work towards the welfare of children 
on the streets and their families. 

 Categories: The street children have been divided into three broad categories: 1)those who are 
living on the streets all alone and with no support, 2) those who spend most of their time on the 
streets but go home to a slum at night and 3) those whose entire families live on the streets. 

 Challenges Faced by Street Children: 1) Missing care and protection of responsible adults, 2) 
Forced to work to eat every day, 3) Work in risky occupations on the streets,4) Poor health and 
illness due to poor living condition, 5) Exposure to drug and substance abuse, 6) Low level of 
access to medical care or education and 7) Lack of Identity to link with Social Security Schemes. 

 Key Guidelines: The core principle adopted in the procedure is looking at the child in the context 
of the family since family is the first resort for a child. 

 It also focuses on providing social protection to children with and without families 
 Further, it also talks about an individual care plan for street children and families strengthening 

with schemes. 
 
CSIR-IIIM’s BioNEST-Bioincubator 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of Science & Technology has launched the BioNEST Scheme inJammu. 
 
What is the BioNEST Scheme? 

 Launched by: BIRAC 
 Full-Form: BioNEST stands for Bio Incubators Nurturing Entrepreneurship for Scaling 

Technologies. 
 Aim: To foster the biotech innovation ecosystem in the country by creating globally competent 

bio incubation facilities across the country.  
 Mandate: To provide incubation space to entrepreneurs and Startups along with shared access 

to high-end infrastructure, specialized and advanced equipment, business mentorship, IP, legal 
and regulatory guidance and networking opportunities.  

 Eligibility: The scheme provides support to establish bio-incubators either as a standalone entity 
or as a part of academia. 

 Achievements: Through the BioNEST scheme, BIRAC has supported 60bioincubators. 
 

iDEX-Prime  

What is the News? 
The Defence Minister has launched Innovations for Defence Excellence(iDEX) Prime and sixth Defence 
India Start-up Challenge(DISC 6) during DefConnect 2.0 in NewDelhi. 
 
What is DefConnect 2.0? 

 Organized by: Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX),  Defence Innovation 
Organisation(DIO), under the aegis of the Department of Defense Production (DDP),Ministry of 
Defence(MoD). 



 
 

 Purpose: To bring together start-ups, big companies and armed forces personnel to boost 
indigenous innovation in the defence sector. 

 
What are the initiatives launched at this event? 

 Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) Prime: It is aimed at supporting projects, requiring 
support beyond Rs 1.5 crore up to Rs 10 crore in the ever-growing defence start-ups. 

 Defence India Start-up Challenge(DISC 6): It has been launched under the ongoing iDEX 
initiative. It aims to achieve self-reliance and foster innovation and technology development in 
the defence and aerospace sectors. 

 Innovate4Defence internship (i4D): It is an acceleration program for students of Higher 
Educational Institutions(HEIs). It is an opportunity for them to learn about developing their 
ideas, creating innovative Defence products and eventually becoming a part of the Indian 
Defence ecosystem and procurement.  

 
EPCG scheme  

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has relaxed various procedures under the Export Promotion 
Capital Goods (EPCG) scheme in order to reduce compliance requirements and facilitate ease of doing 
business. 
 
What is the Export Promotion Capital Goods (EPCG) Scheme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Commerce and Industry  
 Objective: To facilitate the import of capital goods for producing quality goods and services and 

enhance India’s manufacturing competitiveness. 
 Under the scheme, imports of capital goods are allowed duty-free, subject to an Export 

Obligation(EO). 
 The Export Obligation (EO) is that the exporter under the scheme has to export finished goods 

worth six times of the actual duty saved in value terms in six years. Atleast, 50% of the EO must 
be fulfilled within the first block of four years. 

 
What are the changes made to the EPCG Scheme? 

 Extension in the time limit for submitting the Annual Report: The time limit for reporting the 
fulfilment of EO has been extended from April 30 to June 30. Further, late fees of Rs.5000 per 
authorization for each financial year would be levied for delay in submission of such report. 

 Export Obligation (EO): Requests for export obligation extension under the scheme should be 
made within six months of expiry instead of the earlier prescribed period of90 days. However, 
applications made after six months and up to six years are subject to a late fee of Rs 10,000 per 
authorisation. 

 Payment of Customs Duty: The facility to pay customs duty through scrips (MEIS/RoDTEP 
/RoSCTL) for default under EPCG has been withdrawn. 

 
AVSAR Scheme 

What is the News? 



 
 

Airports Authority of India(AAI) has launched an initiative named “‘Airport as Venue forSkilled Artisans 
of the Region(AVSAR)”. 
 
What is AVSAR Initiative? 

 Launched by: Airports Authority of India(AAI) 
 Aim: To encourage the talent of craftsmen, women, and artisans and provide them with proper 

opportunities. 
 Under the initiative, space will be allocated to Self Help Groups (SHGs) at the airports for the 

purpose of showcasing or selling the self-made products of their specific region. 
 At each AAI-operated airport, an area of 100-200 square feet has been earmarked for the SHGs. 
 On a turn-on-turn basis, this area will be provided to the SHGs for duration of 15days. 
 Significance: The initiative will strengthen the SHGs by providing them with visibility and will 

prepare them to market and promote their products to a larger population from the country as 
well outside the country. 

 
 ‘Hunar Haat’  

What is the News? 
Union Minister of Minority Affairs inaugurated the 40th edition of the ‘Hunar Haat’ in Mumbai. 
 
What is Hunar Haat? 

 Organized by: Ministry of Minority Affairs under USTTAD (Upgrading the Skills &Training in 
Traditional Arts/Crafts for Development) scheme. 

 Purpose: It is an exhibition of handicrafts and traditional products made by artisans from 
minority communities. 

 Aim: To provide exposure and employment opportunities to various artisans, craftsmen and 
traditional culinary experts to display their handmade and indigenous products. 

 Significance: Hunar Haat has proved to be immensely beneficial and encouraging for artisans 
and craftsmen as lakhs of people visit the “Hunar Haat” and purchase indigenous handmade 
products of artisans on a large scale. 

 
What is the USTTAD Scheme? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Minority Affairs in 2015 
 Type: It is a 100% Central sector scheme. 
 Aim: To preserve the rich heritage of traditional arts/crafts of minorities. 
 Objectives: 1) To build capacity and upgrade the traditional skills of master craftsmen/artisans, 

2) To document identified traditional arts/crafts of minorities, 3) To train minority youths in 
various identified traditional arts/crafts and 4) To develop national and international market 
linkages. 

 
Operations launched by RPF 

What is the News? 
Railway Protection Force (RPF) is entrusted with the responsibility of security of railway property, 
passenger area, passengers and matters connected therewith. To fulfill these responsibilities, RPF has 
launched several operations in 2022. 



 
 

 
What are the Operations launched by the Railway Protection Force (RPF)? 

 Operation Nanhe Farishte: Under this, RPF undertakes the noble cause of identifying and 
rescuing children in need of care and protection who are lost/ separated from their families for 
various reasons.  

 Operation Jeevan Raksha: Under this, RPF personnel saves passengers a) who are in a hurry try 
to board/de-board a moving train, slip and fall with the risk of coming under the wheels of train 
or b) people under distress try to commit suicide by deliberately coming in front of a running 
train. 

 Operation Matrishakti: Under this, RPF personnel especially mahila RPF personnel go out of the 
way to help pregnant women, who go into labour during their train journey. 

 Operation Amanat: Many passengers forget to take all their belongings in a rush to board the 
train or leave the train/station. Under this operation, RPF personnel help in securing such 
belongings and restore them to their rightful owners.  

 Operation NARCOS: Under this, RPF takes action to curb narcotics smuggling through rail.  
 Operation WILEP: Under this, RPF takes action against the smuggling of wildlife, animal parts 

and forest products through rail. 
 Operation Rail Prahari: Under this, RPF acts as sentinels on rail and helps state police/Law 

Enforcement Agencies(LEAs) in the detention of serious cases reported from their respective 
areas of operation. 

 Operation Dignity: Under this, RPF rescues destitute, helpless, mentally unsound, trafficked 
adults in need of care and protection and helps them reunite with their families or get them 
relocated to shelter homes in collaboration with NGOs. 

 
Sabka Vikas Mahaquiz 

What is the News? 
The government of India has launched the country’s biggest-ever Quiz Contest Sabka Vikas Maha Quiz. 
 
What is Sabka Vikas Maha Quiz? 

 Organized by: MyGov, a citizen engagement platform launched by the Government of India in 
2014. 

 Purpose: It is a quiz series that aims to sensitize the participants about the various government 
schemes and initiatives.  

 This includes schemes that resulted in an unprecedented number of houses built (PM Awas 
Yojana), water connections given (Jal Jeevan Mission), bank accounts (JanDhan), direct benefit 
transfer to farmers (PM KISAN) or free gas connections (Ujjwala) and many more life-changing 
interventions for the poor. 

 
 
Key Features of the Quiz 

 The quiz will be available in Hindi & English and all other major languages. 
 One participant can participate only once in a quiz. Every week, the top 1000 winnerswill be 

announced, and every winner will receive Rs 2000 each. 
 At the end of 52 weeks, there will be a bumper prize for those who took part in all thequizzes. 

 



 
 

GramSwaraj Abhiyan 

What is the News? 
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved the continuation of revamped Centrally 
Sponsored Scheme of Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) for implementation during the period from 
2022 to 2026. 
 
What is Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA)? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Panchayati Raj 
 Launched in: The scheme was first approved in 2018 for implementation from 2018-19 to 2021-

22. 
 Type: Centrally Sponsored Scheme  
 Aim: To improve the governance capabilities of Panchayati Raj Institutions. 
 Funding: It will comprise Central and State components. The Central Components will be fully 

funded by the Government of India. The funding pattern for State Components will be in the 
ratio of 60:40 for Center and States respectively, 90:10 for NE, Hilly States and Union Territory 
(UT) of J&K and 100% for UTs. 

 Coverage: The scheme will extend to all States and UTs of the country and will also include 
institutions of rural local government in non-Part IX areas, where Panchayats do not exist. 

 
Implementation of the Scheme 

 The scheme will be implemented in a demand-driven mode. The State Government will 
formulate their Annual Action Plans for seeking assistance from the Central Government as per 
their priorities and requirements.  

 The implementation will broadly be aligned with achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).  

 Further, no permanent posts would be created under the scheme, but need-based contractual 
human resources may be provisioned for overseeing the implementation of the scheme and 
providing technical support to States/UTs. 

 The scheme will also cover capacity building initiatives of other Ministries/Departments for the 
attainment of SDGs.  

 
Significance of the Scheme 

 Firstly, the scheme will help more than 2.78 lakh Rural Local Bodies including Traditional Bodies 
across the country to develop governance capabilities. This will help them to deliver on SDGs 
through inclusive local governance with a focus on optimum utilization of available resources.  

 Secondly, as Panchayats have representation of Schedule Castes, Scheduled Tribes and women, 
and are institutions closest to the grassroots, strengthening Panchayats. Hence, the scheme will 
promote equity and inclusiveness along with Social Justice and economic development of the 
community.  

 Thirdly, increased use of e-governance by PRIs will help achieve improved service delivery and 
transparency. 

 
e-Khel Pathshala 

What is the News? 



 
 

Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports has virtually inaugurated the valedictory session of E-Khel 
Pathshala. 
What is E-Khel Pathshala? 

 E-Khel Pathshala is a programme conceptualized by Sports Authority of India (SAI). 
 It is organized in association with the Ministry of Education, Khelo India and Fit India. 
 Aim: To develop the competencies of Grassroots/Community Coaches and Physical Education 

(PE) teachers through the provisioning of physical & online training, enabling them to 
subsequently provide standardized coaching. 

 Objective: To make sports-related knowledge accessible to all parts of the country, regardless of 
geographical constraints. 

 Under the programme, a professionally designed curriculum has been developed in 
consultation with National Sports Federations, eminent coaches, athletes and experts.  

 Moreover, SAI has also created an online sports learning program that would act as a catalyst to 
revolutionize sports delivery at the grassroots level. This will provide a standardized level-based 
quality coaching programme across the country.  

 
What are the benefits of the E-Khel Pathshala Programme? 

 Firstly, e-khel pathshala would educate PE teachers and coaches and equip them with the right 
set of knowledge and skills to conduct physical education classes across the country.  

 Secondly, it would help in identifying budding talents for the next generation in various sports 
disciplines and will further enable them to rise to higher levels of excellence in sports. 

 

Modernisation of Prisons Project 

What is the News? 
 The Ministry of Home Affairs has released guidelines for the implementation of the 

Modernisation of Prisons Project. 
 Note: ‘Prisons’ is a State subject under the State List of the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution 

of India. Hence, the management and administration of Prisons falls exclusively in the domain of 
the State Governments. 

 
What is the Modernisation of Prisons Project? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Home Affairs 
 Objectives of the Project: 

o Filling the existing gaps in the security infrastructure of jails. 
o Providing new security equipments to jails in line with modern-day technologies, 
o Strengthening the jail security system through security equipment like Door 

frames/Metal Detectors/ Security Poles, Baggage Scanners/Search/Jamming Solutions. 
o Focus on correctional administration: This includes bringing attitudinal change in the 

mindset of prison officials handling inmates through extensive training and by 
introducing appropriate programs for inmates for their skill development and 
rehabilitation. 

 Duration of the Project: 5 Years (2021-22 to 2025-26). 
 Under the project, the Ministry of Home Affairs will offer grants in aid to the states for a period 

of five years 



 
 

o These grants can be used for upgrading Video Conference Infrastructure, buying body-
worn cameras, Door frames/ Metal Detectors/ Security Poles and developing 
correctional programmes including counselling/ therapies/ vocational training etc. 

o The grants may also be utilized for setting up small industrial units in jails, which will 
provide an opportunity for labour to the inmates and generate revenue for jails. 

 

o However, the release of grants under the project in subsequent years will be based 
onutilization certificates furnished by the states in respect of funds released during 
theprevious years. 

Utsav Portal  

What is the News? 
The Union Minister for Tourism has launched Utsav Portal at the Amrit Samagam Conference. 
 
What is Utsav Portal? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Tourism 
 Aim: It is a digital initiative that aims to 

o Showcase all the events, festivals and live darshans across India to promote 
differentregions of the country as popular tourist destinations worldwide. 

o Let the devotees and travellers experience and view the sights of some of the well-
known religious divine shrines in India in the form of Live Darshan. 

 
What is Amrit Samagam? 

 Organized by: Ministry of Culture 
 Aim: To reflect on the progress of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) so far, gather best practices 

and ideate on the strategies to be adopted for the remaining period of the celebration, 
especially for upcoming crucial initiatives. 

 
What is Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav(AKAM)? 

 Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav(AKAM) is a flagship initiative of the Central and State Governments 
launched to commemorate 75 years of India’s independence.  

 The objective of this program is to recreate and renew the patriotic fervour of the independence 
movement, recall the contribution of the freedom fighters and create a vision for lndia@2047. 

 
Midday meal and supplements 

What is the News? 
 From the next academic session, Karnataka is likely to become the 13th state to provide eggs 

under the Midday Meal Scheme. 
 This decision comes in the backdrop of surveys such as the National Family Health Survey-V 

which found 35% of children under five stunted and around 20% wasted. 
 
What is a Mid Day Meal Scheme? 

 Historical Background: The roots of the Mid Day Meal Scheme can be traced back to the pre-
independence era when a midday meal programme was introduced in the1920s by the 
erstwhile Madras Municipal Corporation 



 
 

 In post-Independence India, Tamil Nadu was the first state to roll out a school feeding scheme in 
1956.  

 In 1984, Kerala became the second state in the country to have a school lunch programme. Over 
the next few years, many other states launched their own versions of the scheme and finally in 
1995, the Centre launched the Mid Day Meal Scheme. 

 
What is the status of the scheme today? 

 The Mid Day Meal Scheme is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme. It has been renamed as PM Poshan 
Shakti Nirman or PM Poshan in 2021. 

 Currently, the scheme covers children across Classes 1 to 8 (age group 6 to 14) in government 
and government-aided schools and those run by local bodies. 

 Moreover, this Mid Day Meal is not just a scheme but a legal entitlement of all school-going 
children in primary and upper primary classes, through the National Food Security Act (NFSA), 
2013 as well as the Supreme Court’s ruling in People’s Union of Civil Liberties vs Union of India 
and Others (2001). 

 
What is on the menu in the Mid Day Meal Scheme? 

 The menu varies from one state or Union Territory to another. But the authorities need to 
ensure that the nutritional component of the meal made up of rice, pulses, vegetables, oil and 
fat provides at least 450 calories and 12 gm of protein to children in primary grades. For upper 
primary children, the requirements are 700 calories and 20gm of protein.  

 The variations are in the cases of additional items such as milk, eggs, chikki, or fruits that the 
states provide as supplementary nutrition, the expenses for which are borne by the state 
government. 

 
Why should Eggs be part of the Mid Day Meal Scheme? 

 Eggs provide many of the nutritional needs including good quality proteins, minerals, vitamins 
and fats. They are easy to cook, not prone to adulteration and pilferage like other foods and 
contribute to increasing school attendance. 

 
SVANidhi se Samriddhi 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has launched ‘SVANidhi se Samriddhi’ program in 
additional 126 cities across 14 States/ UTs. 
 
What is SVANidhi se Samriddhi Program? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs(MoHUA) in 2021 
 It is an additional program of the PM SVANidhi Scheme. 
 Aim: To provide social security benefits to street vendors for their holistic development and 

socio-economic upliftment. 
 Implementing Partner: Quality Council of India (QCI) 

 
Key Features of the Scheme 

 Under the program, socio-economic profiling of PM SVANidhi beneficiaries and their families is 
conducted to assess their eligibility for Eight Government of India’s welfare schemes and 
facilitate sanctions of eligible schemes.  



 
 

o These Eight schemes include: 1) Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, 2) PM Suraksha 
Bima Yojana, 3) Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, 4) Building and other Constructions 
Workers (Regulation of Employment and Conditions of Service) Act(BOCW), 5) Pradhan 
Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan Yojana, 6) National Food Security Act (NFSA)-portability 
benefit – One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC), 7) Janani Suraksha Yojana and 8) Pradhan 
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana. 

 The socio-economic profiling will also help States if they deem fit to extend their State-specific 
welfare schemes & benefits to the eligible PM SVANidhi beneficiaries and their families. 

 
What are the achievements of the Program? 

 First, a central database of Street vendors and their families has been created on various socio-
economic indicators. 

 Second, a first of its kind inter-ministerial convergence platform is established between various 
Central Ministries to extend the safety net of welfare schemes to street vendor households. 

 
 
Seema Darshan Project  

What is the News? 
The Union Home Minister has inaugurated the Seema Darshan Project at Nadabet in the border district 
of Banaskantha in Gujarat. 
 
What is Seema Darshan Project? 

 Launched by: It is a joint initiative of the Tourism Department of the state government and the 
BSF Gujarat Frontier. 

 Aim: To develop border tourism in the Nadabet region of Gujarat, this has a sparse population 
and even sparser vegetation. 

 Under the project, access will be provided to citizens to view the fenced Indo-Pakistan border 
from the Nadabet region in Gujarat. This area is guarded round the clock by the Border Security 
Force (BSF). 

 The BSF will also conduct a parade here similar to the one held at Attari-Wagahborder in 
Punjab every evening during sunset. But here there won’t be anyone present across the border 
on the Pakistani side. 

 Significance: The project would not only boost tourism but also restrict migration from the 
villages across the border to the Indian side. 

 
What is the significance of Nadabet District? 

 Nadabet is located in the Rann of Kutch region in Gujarat. It is also known as the ‘Wagah of 
Gujrat’. Pakistan is around just 150 meters from the border pillar at Nadabet. 

 Role of Nadabet during the 1971 War: Nadabet played a key role in the 1971 Indo-Pakistan 
War. It was in this region that the BSF not only stalled the enemy trying to invade from the west, 
but also captured enemy posts. 

 During the war, the BSF had captured 1,038 square km of Pakistan territory in Nagarparkar and 
Diplo areas. The area was returned to Pakistan after the Shimla Agreement was signed. 

 



 
 

Ministry of I&B Constitutes Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming and Comics (AVGC) 
Promotion Task Force 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting has constituted the Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming and 
Comics(AVGC) Promotion Task Force. 
 
Background 

 The Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming and Comic (AVGC) sector in India has the potential to 
become the torchbearer of “Create in India” & “Brand India”.  

 India has the potential to capture 5% (~$40 billion) of the global market share by the year 2025, 
with an annual growth of around 25-30% and creating over 1,60,000 new jobs annually.  

 To further unleash the scope of AVGC sector, an announcement was made in the Union Budget 
2022-23 for setting up an Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming and Comics (AVGC) Promotion Task 
Force. 

 
About AVGC Promotion Task Force 

 Headed by: Secretary, Ministry of Information & Broadcasting  
 Members: It will have Secretaries of the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship; 

the Ministry of Education; the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology and the 
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade.  
o The task force will also have widespread participation from Industry partners. It will also 

include State Governments of Karnataka, Maharashtra, and Telangana; heads of education 
bodies such as AICTE, NCERT and representatives of industry bodies such as FICCI, CII. 

 
Terms of Reference of the Task Force  
It includes the following: 

o Framing of a national AVGC policy,  
o Recommend national curriculum framework for Graduation, Postgraduate and Doctoral 

courses in AVGC related sectors, 
o Facilitate skilling initiatives in collaboration with academic institutions, vocational training 

centres & Industry,  
o Boost employment opportunities, 
o Facilitate promotion and market development activities to extend the global reach of the 

Indian AVGC Industry, 
o Enhance exports and recommend incentives to attract FDI in the AVGC sector.  

 
Atal Innovation Mission 

What is the News? 
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister has approved the continuation of Atal Innovation 
Mission (AIM) till March 2023.  
 
What is Atal Innovation Mission (AIM)? 

 Launched by: NITI Aayog in accordance with the Finance Minister’s declaration in the2015 
Budget Speech.  



 
 

 Aim: To create and promote an ecosystem of innovation and entrepreneurship across the 
country via interventions at school, university, research institutions, MSME and industry levels.  

 
What are the key achievements of the AIM? 

 The mission has focused on both infrastructure creation and institution building. 
 It has also worked on integrating the innovation ecosystem, both nationally and globally.  

o AIM has created bilateral relations with various international agencies for building 
synergistic collaboration on innovation and entrepreneurship, such as the AIM –SIRIUS 
Student Innovation exchange program with Russia. 

o The AIMs played a pivotal role in the success of In Spreneur, an Innovation Startup 
Summit hosted between India and Singapore. 

o The AIM has also partnered with the Ministry of Defence to set up the Defence 
Innovation Organization, which is fostering innovation as well as procurement in the 
defence sector. 

 
‘Tour of Duty’  

What is the News? 
The Department of Military Affairs is moving towards finalizing the “Tour of Duty(ToD)”scheme. 
 
What is the Tour of Duty (ToD) Scheme? 

 The tour of Duty (ToD) Scheme involves hiring youth in the armed forces for a short span of 3-5 
years. 

 Suggested by: This scheme was being pushed by the late Chief of Defense Staff General Bipin 
Rawat. 

 
 
Key Features of the Scheme 

 The scheme will be known as the Agnipath entry scheme. 
 It will be launched on an experimental basis first. The plan is to eventually recruit all soldiers in 

the Indian Army under the Tour of Duty model. 
 As per the proposal, around 25% of them would serve in the Army for three years and25% of 

troops would serve for five years. The remaining 50% would continue to serve in the Army for 
the full term till they reach their retirement age. 

 
What are the benefits to soldiers from this scheme?  

 Included in National Pension Scheme: Proposal states that 50% of soldiers released at the end 
of three and five years will be included in the National Pension Scheme. Such soldiers will be 
given certain medical benefits, applicable to Armed Forces veterans for a fixed period. 

 Priority in certain Government Jobs: The soldiers would also be given priority in recruitment to 
certain government jobs, including the central armed police forces. 

 An effort is also on to nudge corporate India into hiring such ex-ToD recruits for specific lines of 
work in the private sector on a priority basis. 

 
What are the benefits to the Government from this scheme? 

 Reduction in defence pensions: It will reduce the burden of pay rises and pensions. As per 
estimates, the “prospective life-term saving” in the cost of engagement of a single jawan who 



 
 

leaves after 17 years of service with pension and other benefits, as compared to a ToD jawan 
will be Rs 11.5 crore. 

 The cumulative money saved in pay and gratuity payouts can consequently be used for the 
much-needed military modernization. 

 Overcoming shortages: The defence establishment is hoping that the ToD scheme will help in 
resolving the issue of lack of manpower in the Indian Army. 

 
Draft guidelines for registration of doctors  

What is the News? 
The National Medical Commission (NMC) has released draft guidelines on how the doctors will be 
registered in order to practice medicine. 
 
What is the purpose of these guidelines? 

 The guidelines aim to bring uniformity in the registration process of medical practitioners in 
India. 

 
Key Features of the Guidelines 

 Unique ID: The Ethics and Medical Registration Board (EMRB) and NMC will generate a Unique 
ID Number and thereby accord a license to practice medicine to the practitioner in the 
respective state or union territory. 

 Note: At present, all doctors have to register with their respective state medical councils, 
without which they cannot practice medicine. 

 
Eligibility for Indian Medical Graduates for getting registration: They have to 1)Complete their MBBS 
degree from a recognised college, 2) Finish their mandatory 12-month long internship and 3) Pass the 
yet-to-be-implemented licentiate exam called National Exit Test (NExT) for getting their registration. 
 
Eligibility for Foreign medical graduates for getting registration: They have to a)Complete their MBBS-
equivalent degree from a medical institute “recognised and listed by the NMC” in other countries, 
b)Eligible to get registered as a medical practitioner in the said country, c) Complete a 12-month 
internship in India and d) Pass the same NExT exam. 
 
Allowing Foreign Doctors: The guidelines also allow to open the registration to foreign doctors who 
want to come to India to study in post-graduation courses, fellowships, clinical research, or voluntary 
clinical services. 
 
What is NExT? 

 The National Exit Test (NExT) is a proposed examination for granting a license and registration 
for practising medicine in India, similar to the USMLE (United States Medical Licensing 
Examination) for those wishing to practice in the US. 

 The exam will act as a country-wide standardized test for passing MBBS, for granting of the 
license, as well as a qualification test for post-graduation courses instead of the current NEET-PG 
that students have to sit for after they have completed their MBBS and one-year internship. 

 It will not be a theory paper, like MBBS finals or NEET PG test. Instead, It will be held in two 
parts – one written and one practical exam where the students will be judged on their clinical 
acumen. 



 
 

 Students will have to appear for the first NExT test after completion of MBBS and the second 
one after completion of the internship. The government expects to conduct the NExT from 
2024. 

 
AtmaNirbharta 

What is the News? 
The Defense Minister has released the third Positive Indigenisation List. 
 
What is a Positive Indigenisation List? 

 The positive indigenisation list essentially means that the Armed Forces—Army, Navy, and Air 
Force—will only procure the listed items from domestic manufacturers. The manufacturers 
could be private sector players or Defense Public Sector Undertakings(DPSUs). 

 
What does the third Positive Indigenisation List contain? 

 The third positive indigenisation contains 101 equipment and platforms, which the Services can 
procure only from the domestic industry. 

 This list follows the issue of the first list (101) and second list (108) that were promulgated in 
2020 and 2021 respectively.  

 The third list includes items such as naval utility helicopters, light tanks, small Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles, and anti-ship missiles among others. 

 These weapons and platforms are planned to be indigenised progressively with effect from 
December 2022 to December 2027. 

 
What is the significance of this Positive Indigenisation List? 

 Firstly, it is likely to stimulate the potential of indigenous Research & Development (R&D) by 
attracting fresh investment into technology and manufacturing capabilities. 

 Secondly, it will provide ample opportunities to the domestic industry for understanding the 
trends and future needs of the Armed Forces. 

 
What are the measures taken by the Government to maximize the participation of domestic industry? 

 Around 68% of the capital procurement budget has been earmarked for domestic procurement 
to promote self-reliance & reduce import dependency.  

 The government is keeping 25% of the defence R&D budget for the industry, start-ups and 
academia and the corporatisation of the Ordnance Factory Board. 

Mission Vatsalya 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Women and Child Development has sent its draft guidelines for Mission Vatsalya 
Scheme to States and Union Territories to seek their suggestions. 
 
What is Mission Vatsalya? 

 Mission Vatsalya focuses on Child Protection Services and child welfare services. 
 It is essentially a renamed version of the pre-existing scheme called Child Protection Services. 
 Objectives of the Mission: 1) To secure a healthy and happy childhood for every child in India, 2) 

To foster a sensitive, supportive and synchronized ecosystem for the development of children, 



 
 

3) To assist States/UTs in delivering the mandate of the Juvenile Justice Act 2015 and 4) To 
achieve the SDG goals. 

 Components under the mission: It will include statutory bodies; service delivery structures; 
institutional care/services; non-institutional community-based care; emergency outreach 
services (through Child line or the national helpline 1098 for children); training and capacity 
building. 

 
Key Features of the Mission 

 Under the mission, the Government plans to partner with the private sector as well as volunteer 
groups for its scheme for the protection of vulnerable children such as those abandoned or 
missing. 

 For this, a Vatsalya portal will be developed that will allow volunteers to register so that State 
and District Authorities can engage them in executing various schemes. 

 
What is the concern related to the mission? 
The mission plans to integrate the massively successful Child line with the Ministry of Home Affairs’ 
helpline 112 which provides emergency services for medical emergencies, women’s safety and fire. 
This move has been opposed by Child rights activists, as they have said the police should not be the first 
responder to complaints from children. This will take away the space children have to share and open 
up.  
 
Union Minister says Government has launched number of programs to aid Start-
ups in technology sectors 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of Science & Technology has said that the Government has launched a number of 
programs to aid Startups in technology sectors. 
 
What are the programmes launched to aid Startups in technology sectors? 

 National Initiative for Developing and Harnessing Innovations(NIDHI) 
o Launched by: Department of Science & Technology in 2016-17. 
o Aim: To convert knowledge-based and technology-driven innovative ideas into successful 

start-ups. 
 Common Research and Technology Development Hubs (CRTDHs) 

o Setup by: Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). 
o Aim: To promote industrial R&D innovation, dedicated for MSMEs, start-ups and individual 

innovators.  
 Industry Relevant R & D(IRRD) Scheme  

o Launched by: Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB). 
o Objective: To utilize the expertise available in academic institutions and national laboratories 

to solve industry-specific problems for the larger benefit of society.  
 PRAYAS (Promoting and Accelerating Young and Aspiring Innovators and Startups) program 
 National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems(NM-ICPS) 
 Technology Development Board(TDB)  
 Startup India Seed Fund Scheme(SISFS) 



 
 

 BioNEST scheme (Bio incubators Nurturing Entrepreneurship for Scaling Technologies): It was 
launched by Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC) to foster the biotech 
innovation ecosystem in the country.  

 Atal New India Challenge(ANIC) program  
 Innovations for Defense  Excellence (iDEX)  
 Technology Incubation and Development of Entrepreneurs(TIDE 2.0) Scheme 
 Next Generation Incubation Scheme(NGIS)  

 
Mission Integrated Bio refineries 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of Science and Technology has announced the launch of the Integrated Bio refineries 
Mission. 
 
What is the Integrated Bio refineries Mission? 

 Launched under Mission Innovation 
 Co-Led by: India and Netherlands 
 Aim: Develop and demonstrate innovative solutions to accelerate the commercialization of 

integrated bio refineries, with a target of replacing 10% of fossil-based fuels, chemicals and 
materials with bio-based alternatives by 2030.  

 The mission is a PPP (Public Private Participation) mode initiative that unites countries, 
international organizations, the corporate sector, academic institutions and civil society to 
accelerate innovation for renewable fuels, chemicals, and materials for a low-carbon future. 

 Other Countries Involved in the Mission: The other countries involved are Brazil and Canada as 
core members and the European Commission and the United Kingdom as supporting members. 

 
What are the other initiatives mentioned in the article? 

 Hydrogen Valley Platform: It is a global initiative to optimize the hydrogen demand and supply 
by onsite generation and utilization. The platform utilizes renewable resources effectively, and 
water in excess areas with geographical identity. 

 Note: DST has committed to facilitate the delivery of three clean hydrogen valleys in India by 
2030. 

 National Funding Opportunity on Sustainable Aviation Fuels: It aims to support and conduct 
RD&D (Research, Development & Demonstration) to foster technological innovations in 
advanced bio fuels for aviation applications.  

 Three Material Acceleration Platforms (MAP): It has been set up by the Department of Science 
and Technology (DST). These platforms would leverage emerging capabilities in next-generation 
computing, artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning and robotics to accelerate the pace 
of materials discovery up to 10 times faster. 

 
 
Anjuman-I-Islam’s UPSC Academy (AIUPSC) 

What is the News? 
Union Minister for Minority Affairs has inaugurated in Mumbai. 
 



 
 

 
About the Anjuman-I-Islam’s UPSC Academy (AIUPSC) 

 Purpose: It is a Residential Coaching Programme for Civil Services and other Government 
Examinations. The academy is meant specially for students and candidates belonging to the 
Muslim community. 

 Setup by: Anjuman-I-Islam and is funded by Central Waqf Commission, Ministry of Minority 
Affairs. 

 
Schemes Mentioned in the Article 

 Pradhan Mantri Virasat Ka Samvardhan (PM VIKAS): It is being implemented from April 2022. 
The scheme shall focus on the socio-economic empowerment of minorities with special 
emphasis on artisan communities, women, and youth. At least 33% of the total targets in the 
scheme are reserved for women. 

 Hunar Haat , Seekho aur Kamao , “Nai Manzil”, “Nai Roushni” , “Ustad”. 
 
Operation Upalabdh  

What is the News? 
Railway Protection Force (RPF) has launched Operation Upalabdh. 
 
What is Operation Upalabdh? 

 Launched by: Railway Protection Force(RPF)  
 Purpose: It is a pan India drive against activities of touts who use virtual tools to buy railway 

tickets before genuine passengers do. These tickets are then used by touts for business, such as 
selling tickets at a premium. 

 Significance of this Operation: The operation has been able to curb the activities of touts 
substantially and make railway tickets available to the common man.  

 
Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance 

What is the News? 
The Union Cabinet has approved the “Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance”(RAMP) Programme. 
 
What is the Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance (RAMP) Programme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises(MSME) 
 Type: Central Sector Scheme 
 Funding: It is a World Bank assisted programme 
 Committees: The RAMP programme was formulated based on the recommendations made by U 

K Sinha Committee, KV Kamath Committee and Economic Advisory Council to the Prime 
Minister (PM-EAC). 

 Aim: To provide support to the MSMEs by improving access to market and credit, strengthening 
institutions and governance at the Centre and State, improving Centre-State linkages and 
partnerships, addressing issues of delayed payments and greening MSMEs. 

 
Key Features of RAMP Programme 



 
 

 Result Areas: The programme will focus on two result areas: 1) Strengthening Institutions and 
Governance of the MSME Program and 2) Supporting Market Access, Firm Capabilities and 
Access to Finance. 

 Disbursement Linked Indicators(DLI): The disbursement of funds from the World Bank towards 
RAMP would be made on fulfilling several indicators such as accelerating MSME Sector centre-
state collaboration; reducing the incidence of delayed payments, enhancing the effectiveness of 
MSME Schemes among others. 

 Strategic Investment Plans (SIPs): The important component of RAMP is the preparation of SIPs. 
The SIPs would include an outreach plan for identification and mobilization of MSMEs, identify 
key constraints and gaps, set milestones and project the required budgets for interventions in 
priority sectors including renewable energy, rural & non-farm business, wholesale and retail 
trade etc. 

 Monitoring of the programme: It would be done by an apex National MSME Council headed by 
the Minister for MSME, including representation from various Ministries and supported by a 
secretariat. 

 
What is the expected impact of the RAMP Programme? 

 Policy Provider: It will address the COVID related challenges in the MSME sector byway of 
impact enhancement of existing MSME schemes, especially on the competitiveness front.  

 Job Enabler: The programme through enhanced collaboration with States will be a job enabler, 
market promoter, finance facilitator and will support vulnerable sections. 

 Technology Provider: It will provide access to high-end technology resulting in the digital and 
technological transformation of MSMEs through state-of-the-art Artificial Intelligence, Data 
Analytics, Internet of things (IoT) and Machine Learning. 

 
Matrubhumi  

What is the News? 
As part of the Red Fort Festival – Bharat Bhagya Vidhata, the Projection Mapping Show ‘Matrubhumi’ is 
receiving an overwhelming response. 
 
What is the Matrubhumi Show? 

 It is being organized as part of the Red Fort Festival – Bharat Bhagya Vidhata. 
 Purpose: It is a Projection Mapping Show that showcases the rich and diverse culture of India 

using light, sound and music with state-of-the-art technology. 
 This show will now be a permanent fixture at the historic Red Fort and will run throughout the 

year. 
 
What is the Red Fort Festival – Bharat Bhagya Vidhata? 

 Organized by: Ministry of Culture as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. 
 Purpose: It is a cultural festival that aims to showcase India’s rich history and diversity in art, 

heritage, culture, cuisine and more. 
 Note: Ministry of Culture has collaborated with the Dalmia Bharat Group (DBG) to organize this 

event as DBG has adopted the Red Fort as its Monument Mitra under the ‘Adopt A Heritage’ 
project. 

 
What is Adopt a Heritage Project? 



 
 

 Launched in: 2017 
 Nodal Ministry: It is a collaborative effort by the Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of Culture, 

Archaeological Survey of India and State/ UTs Governments. 
 Aim: To ensure quality & inclusive provision of amenities and facilities across heritage, natural, 

& tourist sites through active participation of private and public sector organizations and 
individuals. These organizations would be known as “Monument Mitras” for their collaboration 
initiative. 

 
Minorities Welfare Schemes 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Minority Affairs is implementing the Prime Minister’s New 15 Point Programme for the 
welfare of Minority Communities.  
 
What is the PM 15 Point Programme for the welfare of Minority Communities? 

 It is an overarching programme covering various schemes/initiatives of the participating 
Ministries/Departments and is implemented throughout the country. 

 Aim of the Programme: To ensure that the underprivileged and weaker sections of six centrally 
notified minority communities have equal opportunities for availing of the various Government 
welfare Schemes. 
o To ensure that wherever possible, 15% of targets and outlays under various schemes should 

be earmarked for minorities. However, the schemes of the Ministry of Minority Affairs are 
exclusively meant for notified minorities. 

 Objectives of the Programme: The programme has the following broad objectives: a)Enhancing 
opportunities for education, b) Ensuring an equitable share for minorities in economic activities 
and employment, c) Improving the conditions of living of minorities by ensuring an appropriate 
share for them in infrastructure development schemes and d) Prevention and control of 
communal disharmony and violence. 

 
Important Schemes under the Programme:  
 
    Educational Empowerment 

 Maulana Azad National Fellowship Scheme: It provides financial assistance to students from 
notified minority communities, to pursue higher education such as M.Phil and Ph.D. 

 Naya Savera: It is a Free Coaching and Allied Scheme. The scheme aims to enhance the skills and 
knowledge of students and candidates from minority communities where the total annual family 
income is less than Rs. 6 lakh to get employment in the Government Sector, jobs in the private 
sector and admission in reputed institutions in technical and professional courses at 
undergraduate and postgraduate levels. 

Economic Empowerment 
 Seekho aur Kamao (Learn & Earn): It is a skill development initiative for minorities and aims to 

upgrade the skills of minority youth in various modern/traditional skills depending upon their 
qualification. 

 
 Upgrading the Skill and Training in Traditional Arts/Crafts for Development(USTTAD) 
 Nai Manzil: It is a scheme to provide education and skill training to the youth from minority 

communities. 



 
 

 Gharib Nawaz Employment Training Programme: It is for providing short-term job oriented skill 
development courses to youths belonging to minority communities. 

 National Minorities Development Finance Corporation (NMDFC) Loan Schemes: It provides 
concessional loans for self-employment and income-generating activities for the socio-economic 
development of the ‘backward sections’ amongst the notified minorities. 

 Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakram(PMJVK): It is implemented by the Ministry of Minority 
Affairs, which aims to improve the socio-economic conditions and basic amenities of minorities 
to improve their quality of life and reduce imbalances in the identified Minority Concentration 
Areas.  

 
Sagarmala  

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways has organized an event to commemorate the successful 
seven years of the Sagarmala program. 
 
What is the Sagarmala Programme? 

 Launched in: 2015 by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways 
 Aim: To promote port-led development in the country through harnessing India’s 7,500km long 

coastline, 14,500 km of potentially navigable waterways and strategic location on key 
international maritime trade routes. 

 Vision: To reduce logistics costs for EXIM and domestic trade with minimal infrastructure 
investment. 

 
Components of the Sagarmala Programme  

 Port Modernization & New Port Development: Debottlenecking and capacity expansion of 
existing ports and development of new green field ports 

 Port Connectivity Enhancement: Enhancing the connectivity of the ports to the hinterland, 
optimizing cost and time of cargo movement through multi-modal logistics solutions including 
domestic waterways (inland water transport and coastal shipping) 

 Port-linked Industrialization: Developing port-proximate industrial clusters and Coastal 
Economic Zones to reduce logistics cost and time of EXIM and domestic cargo 

 Coastal Community Development: Promoting sustainable development of coastal communities 
through skill development & livelihood generation activities, fisheries development, coastal 
tourism etc. 

 Coastal Shipping & Inland Waterways Transport: Impetus to move cargo through the 
sustainable and environment-friendly coastal and inland waterways mode. 
 

 About the projects under Sagarmala 
Sagarmala projects include projects from various categories such as modernisation of existing ports and 
terminals, new ports, terminals, RoRo & tourism jetties, enhancement of port connectivity, inland 
waterways, lighthouse tourism, industrialization around the port, skill development, technology centres 
among others. 

o These projects are implemented through a stepped approach, with the first attempton 
implementing the projects through Public-Private Partnership (PPP) wherever feasible. 

o However, projects which have a high social and economic quotient but low Internal Rate of 
Return(IRR) are being implemented through funding support. 



 
 

 
Achievements of the Programme 
The Quality service delivery has made Turnaround Time (containers) at Ports comedown to 26.58 hours 
from 44.70 hours in 2013-14. 
A total of 29 projects have been successfully implemented under the PPP model, thus reducing the 
financial burden on the exchequer.  
 
H2Ooooh! Initiative  

What is the News? 
National Mission for Clean Ganga, UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization) and other partners released three animation films under its initiative “H2Ooooh! – Water 
Wise program for the Children of India”. 
 
What is “H2Ooooh! – Water Wise program for the Children of India” Initiative? 

 Launched by: UNESCO in July 2021 jointly with the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) 
and others. 

 Purpose: It is a unique program crafted for Indian school students between the age of6-14 
years. Through this program, it aims to increase awareness about the limited availability of 
water, its sustainable use, its conservation, its exploitation and much more. 

 Phases under the initiative: The initiative is divided into three phases. Under these phases, the 
initiative aims to spur creativity and raise awareness on water conservation and its sustainable 
use for students by providing training and encouraging them to submit paintings and story ideas 
for animated short films. 

 Significance: Since the launch of the initiative, nearly, 31000 students from 53 schoolsin 18 
Indian states have been engaged actively with support from over 400 teachers. 

 
Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati(BPKP) Scheme 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has informed Rajya Sabhaabout the Bharatiya 
Prakritik Krishi Paddhati(BPKP) Scheme. 
 
What is Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati(BPKP) Scheme? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare during 2020-21 
 Parent Scheme: It is a sub-mission under the centrally sponsored scheme– Paramparagat Krishi 

Vikas Yojana(PKVY). 
 Aim: To promote traditional indigenous practices which give freedom to farmers from externally 

purchased inputs. 
 Main Focus of the Scheme: The scheme mainly focuses on the exclusion of all synthetic 

chemical inputs and promotes on-farm biomass recycling with major stress on biomass 
mulching, use of cow dung-urine formulations and other plant-based preparations.  

 Financial Assistance: Under BPKP, financial assistance of Rs. 12200/ha for 3 years is provided for 
cluster formation, capacity building and continuous handholding by trained personnel, 
certification and residue analysis. 



 
 

 Achievements of the Scheme: Until now, under natural farming, an area of 4.09 lac acre has 
been covered. The Government of Andhra Pradesh is leading in terms of 1.0 lac ha area under 
natural farming under BPKP.  

 
SAI National Centre of Excellence  

What is the News? 
India’s First-ever Sports Authority of India (SAI) National Centre of Excellence (NCOE)for Mountain 
Terrain Biking and Bicycle Motocross is to be set up in Shimla, Himachal Pradesh. 
 
What is the National Centre of Excellence (NCOE) for Mountain Terrain Biking and Bicycle Motocross? 

 Setup by: Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports in collaboration with the Youth Servicesand 
Sports department of the Government of Himachal Pradesh. 

 Purpose: To provide world-class training facilities to Indian cyclists in Mountain Terrain Biking 
and Bicycle Motocross so that they can compete for Olympic medals. 

 Features: The Centre will be located at an altitude of 2000 meters above sea level. It will have 
world-class infrastructure, a state-of-art sports science high-performance centre, Olympic-level 
track and coaches of international repute 

 Besides, the centre will also have a High-Performance Center for Sports Science with state-of-
the-art facilities such as an indoor recovery pool, a biomech lab, strength and conditioning hall, 
physiotherapy and anthropometry.  

 
Pacer Initiative 

What is the News? 
The Minister of Earth Sciences has informed Rajya Sabha about the Polar Science and Cryosphere 
Research (PACER) Initiative. 
What is PACER Initiative? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Earth Sciences 
 Objective: To study various aspects relating to Polar and the Cryosphere with special emphasis 

on the Antarctic, Arctic and Glaciers of the Himalayas. 
 Programmes: The important programmes under the initiative include: the Antarctic program, 

Indian Arctic program, Southern Ocean program and Cryosphere and Climate program. 
 Implementing Agency: National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) 
 Duration of the Initiative: The initiative has been approved for continuation during2021- 2026. 

 
What are the major achievements of the PACER Initiative? 

 Executed 39th & 40th Indian Scientific Expedition to Antarctica. The 41st Indian Scientific 
Expedition to Antarctica is ongoing. 

 Ten sediment cores were collected from lakes to reconstruct the past climate associated with 
the ice-sheet dynamics. 

 Clear-air atmospheric observatories containing automatic weather stations, a suite of sensors to 
measure aerosol and greenhouse gas concentrations has been established at Maitri and Bharati 
stations.  

 The IndARC mooring system along with the Hydrophone system was successfully retrieved and 
deployed in Kongsfjorden, Svalbard.  



 
 

 Glaciological field campaigns were carried out in six benchmark glaciers in Chandrabasin of 
Lahaul-Spiti region of Western Himalaya. 

 The 11th Indian Southern Ocean Expedition was executed successfully.  
 
 
Dare2eraD TB 

What is the News? 
On the Occasion of World TB Day, the Union Minister of Science & Technology has announced the 
launch of the “Dare2eraD TB” program. 
 
What is the Dare2eraD TB program? 

 Launched by: Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology. 
 Full-Form: Dare2eraD TB stands for Data-Driven Research to Eradicate TB. 
 Components: Dare2eraD TB will be the umbrella TB program of DBT, comprising the following 

key initiatives: 
o InTGS – Indian Tuberculosis Genomic Surveillance Consortium: It is proposed on lines of 

the Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomic Consortia (INSACOG). It aims to monitor the genomic 
variations in Mycobacterium tuberculosis (Mtb) on a regular basis through a multi-
laboratory network  

o InTBK Hub-Indian TB Knowledge Hub- Webinar Series: It will be a Webinar series starting 
from World TB Day that will create Academia-Industry connect to discuss challenges and 
exchange ideas and carry forward open innovations between all TB stakeholders. 

o Host Directed therapies against TB and developing an evidence-based regimen for treating 
extra-pulmonary Tuberculosis. 

 
What are the other initiatives related to Tuberculosis (TB)? 

 Regional Prospective Observational Research in Tuberculosis (RePORT) India initiative: It is a 
bilateral, multi-organizational, collaborative research effort established in 2013 under the Indo-
US Vaccine Action Program (VAP). It aims to advance tuberculosis (TB) research in India. 

 Department of Biotechnology has initiated a major network programme on “MDR-TB in North 
East India: a genomic driven approach” involving 22 North East Region (NER) institutes from 8 
states and 14 other Institutes. 

 
Project UNNATI  

What is the News? 
Union Minister of Rural Development has felicitated 75 trained candidates of Project UNNATI under 
MGNREGA. 
 
What is Project UNNATI? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Rural Development 
 Purpose: It is a skilling project that aims to upgrade the skill base of the MGNREGA beneficiaries, 

thereby improving their livelihoods so that they can move from the current partial employment 
to full-time employment and hence reduce their dependence on Mahatma Gandhi NREGA. 



 
 

 Eligibility: The project is meant for providing training for one adult member (of age 18-45 years 
old) of a household who has completed 100 days of work under Mahatma Gandhi NREGA in the 
previous financial year from the year of commencement of the project. 

 Stipend: The candidates undergoing training are paid a stipend for a maximum period of 100 
days and for one program per household as per the wage rate prevailing in the concerned 
State/UT as per the provisions of the project.  

 Funding: Full expenditures towards a stipend, against wage loss compensation, are entirely 
borne by the Central Government. 

 Target: A total of 2 lakh beneficiaries shall be imparted training under this project in a span of 
three years in 26 states and 2 UTs.  

 
What are the other steps taken by the Government under MGNREGA? 

 The Government of India is focusing on complete transparency in the implementation of the 
MGNREGA scheme.  

 For this, the Ministry of Rural Development has decided that presence of Ombuds persons in at 
least 80% districts would be insisted as a precondition for the approval of the Annual Action 
Plant and Labour Budget for FY 2022-2023 under Mahatma Gandhi NREGA.  

 
All India Digital Nation-Wide Pension Adalat 

What is the News? 
 Secretary (Telecommunications) & Chairman, Digital Communications Commission (DCC) 

inaugurated the All India Digital Nation-Wide Pension Adalat. 
 
What is All India Digital Nation-Wide Pension Adalat? 

 Organized by: Controller General of Communication Accounts (CGCA), Department of 
Telecommunications. 

 Purpose: The Adalat serves as a forum for mitigating the grievances of the pensioners by 
bringing in all the relevant stakeholders under one single platform. 

 
What is SAMPANN? 

 It provides direct credit of pension into the bank accounts of pensioners. 
 It is an ambitious project being implemented by the Ministry of Communications. 
 It has helped the Department in faster settlement of pension cases, improved 

reconciliation/auditing and ease of accounting. 
 It has also been instrumental in settling close to 76000 BSNL Voluntary Retirement Scheme 2019 

cases in a short span of 6 months. 
 It is a system with a flexible design which enables it to accommodate ever expanding 

requirements. 
 
What is Jeevan Pramaan(Digital Life certificate)? 

 Jeevan Pramaan is a biometric-enabled digital service for pensioners. 
 Pensioners of Central Government, State Government or any other Government organization 

can take benefit of this facility. 
 The scheme was launched on November 10, 2014. 
 The beneficiaries of the scheme are over three crore retired employees of government and 

PSUs. 



 
 

 
Women Transforming India Awards 

What is the News? 
NITI Aayog organized the fifth edition of the Women Transforming India (WTI) Awards. 
 
What are Women Transforming India (WTI) Awards? 

 Initiated by: NITI Aayog 
 Aim: To highlight the commendable and ground-breaking endeavors of India’s women leaders 

and change-makers. 
 Since 2018, the Awards have been hosted under the aegis of Women Entrepreneurship Platform 

(WEP) with a special focus on entrepreneurship. 
 
What is the Women Entrepreneurship Platform? 

 Launched by: NITI Aayog 
 Purpose: It is an aggregator portal that aims to catalyze the entrepreneurial ecosystem for 

women and address information asymmetry. 
 Pillars: The platform is built on three pillars, namely: 

o Iccha Shakti represents motivating aspiring entrepreneurs to start their business  
o Gyaan Shakti represents providing knowledge and ecosystem support to women 

entrepreneurs and  
o Karma Shakti represents providing hands-on support to entrepreneurs in setting-up and 

scaling up businesses. 
 
Schemes for comprehensive development of Tribals 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is implementing various schemes for the comprehensive development of 
Tribals. 
 

 Pre- and Post-Matric scheme: It is a demand-based scheme. Under this, every ST student whose 
family income is up to Rs 2.5 lakhs is entitled to a scholarship for pursuing education from class 
IX to Post Doctorate across India.  

o The states send the proposal to the Center for the estimated expenditure during the 
financial year based on the expenditure incurred in previous years and advance up 
to50% of Central share is released to the States.  

o After the State has disbursed the scholarship to the students, the balance amount is 
released to the State, provided the State has contributed its share. 

 Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution: Under this, Grants are released to States, 
having ST population for raising the level of Administration in Scheduled Areas and for the 
welfare of tribal people. This is a Special Area Programme and 100%grants are provided to 
States.  

o Funds are released to the state governments depending on the felt needs of the ST 
population to bridge the gap in infrastructure activities in the fields of education, health, 
skill development, livelihood, drinking water, sanitation, etc. 
 



 
 

 Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Vikas Mission: The Mission seeks to achieve livelihood driven tribal 
development in the next five years through the formation of Van Dhan groups who have been 
organized into Vandhan Kendras.  

o Under the mission, Minor Forest Produce (MFP) gathered by tribals will be processed in 
these kendras and marketed through Van Dhan Producer Enterprises. New haats bazaar 
and warehouses will be developed in the next 5 years as part of “Atmanirbhar Bharat 
Abhiyan”. 

o TRIFED would be the nodal agency for implementing the scheme. The products 
produced will be marketed through Tribe India Stores. 

 
 Venture Capital Fund for STs: It is a social sector initiative aimed at promoting ST 

entrepreneurship and supporting and incubating start-up ideas by ST youth. 
 

 Pradhan Mantri Adi Adarsh Gram Yojana: It seeks to develop Adarsh Gram villages by 
improving the living conditions of these villages, providing them better education healthcare 
facilities and facilitating their products to be linked directly with the market. The villages 
selected under this will have a tribal population of more than 500 and 50%will be tribals. 

 
Nav Bharat Literacy Programme 

What is the News? 
The Minister of State for Education has informed Lok Sabha about the Nav Bharat Literacy Programme. 
 
What is the Nav Bharat(New India) Literacy Programme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Education 
 Type: Centrally Sponsored Scheme 
 Aim: To support the States and Union Territories in promoting literacy among non-literates in 

the age group of 15 and above across the country. 
 Target: The scheme aims to cover 5 crore non-literates during the implementation period from 

2022-23 to 2026-27. 
 Components: The scheme has five components namely 1) Foundational Literacy and Numeracy, 

2) Critical Life Skills 3) Vocational Skills Development, 4) Basic Education and 5) Continuing 
Education. 

 
Salient Features of the Scheme 

 Involvement of school students, pre-service students of Higher Education Institutions(HEIs), 
school teachers, Anganwadi and ASHA workers, 

 School to be unit for implementation of the scheme, 
 Use of ICT and online implementation of the scheme through ‘Online Teaching Learning and 

Assessment System’ (OTLAS), 
 Providing material and resources through digital modes, viz, TV, radio, cell phone-based 

free/open-source Apps/portals, etc, 
 Assessment tests to be conducted in schools by State/UTs and evaluation of learners by 

NIOS/SIOS, 
 Sample achievement survey and Online Management Information Systems (MIS). 

PM-Daksh Yojana 



 
 

What is the News? 
The Minister for Social Justice & Empowerment has informed Rajya Sabha about the PM-Daksh Yojana. 
 
What is PM-Daksh Yojana? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment 
 Full Form: Pradhan Mantri-Dakshta Aur Kushalta Sampann Hitgrahi Yojana (PM-DAKSH)  
 Purpose: It is a National Action Plan for skilling marginalized persons covering SCs, OBCs, EBCs, 

DNTs, Sanitation workers including waste pickers. 
 Aim: To increase the skill levels of the target youth by providing them short term and long term 

skills, followed by assistance in wage/self-employment.  
 Implementation: It is being implemented through 3 Corporations: National Scheduled Castes 

Finance and Development Corporation (NSFDC), National Backward Classes Finance & 
Development Corporation (NBCFDC) and National Safai Karamcharis Finance & Development 
Corporation (NSKFDC). 

 
Salient Features of PM-Daksh 

 Training Institutions: The training is provided through Government Sector training institutions 
and reputed institutions enabling them to take up suitable job/self-employment opportunities.  

 Age of the candidates for undergoing skill training: Beneficiaries between the age of 18-45 
years are considered for Skill Development Training. 

 Stipend to the trainees: Stipend is provided to the eligible candidates based on their attendance 
through DBT. 

 
Explained: The rank-pension case 

What is the News? 
The Supreme Court upheld the manner in which the government had introduced the “One Rank One 
Pension” scheme in defence forces. 
 
What is One Rank One Pension(OROP)? 

 One Rank, One Pension rule means that retired soldiers of the same rank and length of service 
will receive the same pension, regardless of when they retire. 

 Roughly translated, a sepoy who retired in 1995 with 20 years of service should get the same 
pension as a sepoy who retired in 2010 after 20 years of service.  

 
Background of OROP 

 From 1950 to 1973, there was a concept known as the Standard Rate of Pension, which was 
similar to OROP.  

 In 1974, when the 3rd Pay Commission came into force, certain changes were effected in terms 
of weightage, additional years of notion service, etc regarding pensions. In1986, the 4th Pay 
Commission’s report brought further changes. 

 What ultimately happened was that the benefits of the successive pay commissions were not 
passed to servicemen who had retired earlier. Pensions were deferred for those who had retired 
at the same rank, with the same years of service, but years apart. 

 
Demand of OROP 



 
 

 Ex-servicemen demanded OROP to correct the discrepancy. Over the decades, several 
committees looked into it.  

 The Brig K P Singh Deo committee in 1983 recommended a system similar to the Standard Rate 
of Pension, as did Parliament’s standing committees on defence. 

 In 2011, the Rajya Sabha Committee on Petitions (Koshyari Committee)recommended the 
implementation of OROP 

 In 2015, the government notified the current OROP scheme and it was made applicable from 
July 1, 2014. 

 
Challenge in Supreme Court against this OROP Scheme 

 A petition was filed in the Supreme Court challenging the current OROP Scheme implemented 
since 2015. 

 The petitioner argued that in the course of implementation, the OROP principle has been 
replaced by ‘one rank multiple pensions’ for persons with the same length of service.  

 This is because the current OROP scheme says that equalization of pension would happen 
periodically every five years. 

 However, the equalization of pension should be automatic, that is, whenever there is disparity. 
The gap of five years would leave them at a great disadvantage. 

 
What has the Supreme Court said? 

 The Supreme Court upheld the manner in which the government had introduced the “One Rank 
One Pension” scheme in defence forces. The court said that it did not come across any 
“constitutional infirmity” in the manner in which OROP was being implemented. 

 
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 

What is the News? 
Union Minister of State for Rural Development has informed Lok Sabha about the implementation of 
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana. 
 
What is Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana(PMGSY)? 

 PMGSY was launched as a one-time special intervention to provide rural connectivity by way of 
a single all-weather road to the eligible unconnected habitations of designated population size 
as per Census 2001. 

 PMGSY-II was launched in 2013 for up-gradation of selected Through Routes and Major Rural 
Links (MRLs) with a target to upgrade 50,000 Km in various States and Union Territories. 

 In 2016, Road Connectivity Project for Left Wing Extremism Affected Areas (RCPLWEA) was 
launched as a separate vertical under PMGSY for construction/up-gradation of strategically 
important roads.  

 In 2019, the Government launched PMGSY-III for consolidation of 1,25,000 Km through Routes 
and Major Rural Links connecting habitations, inter-alia, to Gramin Agricultural Markets 
(GrAMs), Higher Secondary Schools and Hospitals. 

 
Monitoring Mechanism under PMGSY: There is a three-tiered Quality Control mechanism for ensuring 
the construction of quality road works and durability of road assets under PMGSY.  

 Under the first tier, the Programme Implementation Units (PIUs) are required to ensure process 
control through mandatory tests on material and workmanship at field laboratories.  



 
 

 The second tier is a structured independent quality monitoring at the State level through State 
Quality Monitors (SQMs) to ensure that every work is inspected at the initial stage, middle stage 
and final stage of construction.  

 Under the third tier, independent National Quality Monitors (NQMs) are deployed by National 
Rural Infrastructure Development Agency (NRIDA) for random inspection of road and bridge 
works to monitor quality and also to provide guidance to the field functionaries. 
 

DST-INSPIRE  

What is the News? 
A recipient of the INSPIRE Faculty fellowship is working on two-dimensional (2D) semiconductors. 
 
What is the researcher working on? 

 Due to the continual shrinking of the dimension of transistors, silicon (Si) technology as reached 
its limit. Therefore, new materials systems and device designs have been explored to carry on 
Moore’s law.  

 Researchers are working on the exceptional and tunable nature of two-dimensional (2D) 
semiconductors. They look very promising due to their stability and high device performance. 

 Hence, this has opened new possibilities for nano electronics, optoelectronics, and sensor 
applications. 

 
What is an INSPIRE Faculty fellowship? 

 Nodal Ministry: Department of Science and Technology. 
 Purpose: The scheme offers postdoctoral fellowships to young achievers with an opportunity for 

independent research.  
 Eligibility: The candidate should be an Indian citizen or a person of Indian origin with PIO status 

having a PhD degree (in science, mathematics, engineering, pharmacy, medicine and 
agriculture-related subjects) from any recognised university.  

o Candidates should possess a minimum of 60% (or equivalent CGPA) marks throughout 
their academic profile starting from the higher secondary examination (class12 
onwards). 

o Those who have submitted their PhD theses and are awaiting the award of the degree 
shall also be eligible. However, selection for the fellowship will be confirmed only after 
the PhD degree is awarded.  

 Age Limit: The upper age limit at the time of awarding the offer should be 32 years for 
considering support. 

 Prize: Each selected INSPIRE faculty fellow will be eligible to receive a consolidated amount of Rs 
1,25,000 per month as a fellowship.  

 In addition, a research grant of Rs 7 lakh every year for 5 years will also be provided to each 
successful candidate including the carry forward amount, if any, from the previous year. 

 
National Strategy and Roadmap for Medical and Wellness Tourism 

What is the News? 
The Minister of Tourism has informed the Lok Sabha about the National Strategy and Roadmap for 
Medical and Wellness Tourism. 



 
 

 
What is Medical Tourism and Wellness Tourism? 

 Medical Tourism: It may be defined as ‘activities related to travel and hosting a foreign tourist 
who stays at least one night at the destination region for the purpose of maintaining, improving 
or restoring health through medical intervention’. 

 Wellness Tourism: It is defined as “travel associated with the goal of maintaining or enhancing 
one’s personal well-being and includes the pursuit of physical, mental, spiritual or 
environmental wellness while travelling for either leisure or business.”  

 
What is the National Strategy and Roadmap for Medical and Wellness Tourism? 

 Aim: To provide an institutional framework, strengthening the ecosystem for medical and 
wellness tourism, developing a brand and ensuring quality assurance.  

 
Key Features of the Strategy: 

 Health insurance portability by way of extended insurance coverage. 
 Developing medical clusters for foreign patients.  
 Enhancing Accessibility for medical value travel  
 Development of special wellness tourism zones may be encouraged at the state level offering 

comprehensive end-to-end services for health, medical and wellness using private/public 
partnerships. 

 Capacity building: With the anticipated increase in inflow, the groundwork for policy alignment, 
infrastructure development as well as skilling needs to be expedited to be future-ready. 

 Online medical tourism website: The existing website needs a major makeover with the 
integration of all services a medical traveller would need, while also carrying advisories, 
regulations and information for transparency and ease. 

 
 India Water Pitch-Pilot-Scale Start-up Challenge 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has launched the ‘India Water Pitch-Pilot-
Scale Start-up Challenge’ under Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) 2.0.  
 
Why was this challenge launched? 

 AMRUT 2.0 was launched by the Prime Minister in 2021. The mission aims to provide central 
assistance for universal coverage in water supply in all statutory towns, up scaling coverage of 
sewerage and septage management in 500 AMRUT cities, rejuvenation of water bodies and 
creation of green spaces. 

 Besides this, the mission also envisages the identification of innovative, proven and potential 
environment-friendly technologies in the fields of water & used water treatment, distribution 
and water body rejuvenation.  

 To achieve this above goal, this challenge was launched. 
 
What is the purpose of the India Water Pitch-Pilot-Scale Start-up Challenge? 

 Aim: To empower startups in the water/ used-water sector to grow through innovation and 
design that will drive sustainable economic growth and generate employment opportunities.  

 Thematic areas: The start-ups providing innovative technological/ business solutions in the 
following areas are eligible to participate: 1) Freshwater systems, 2) Hydro informatics – use of 



 
 

water + data, 3) Used water management, 4) Urban Water Management, 5) Agricultural Water 
Management, 6) Urban Sewerage Management, 7)Water governance, and 8) Innovation in 
conventional taps and plumbing systems. 

 Eligibility Criteria: All entities recognised as start-ups by the Department of Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) are eligible to participate 

 Prize: The 100 final selected start-ups in the Challenge will be given a grant amounting to a 
maximum of Rs. 20 lakh. Mentorship will also be provided. 

 
Draft National Medical Devices Policy2022 

What is the News? 
The Department of Pharmaceuticals has released “Draft National Policy for the Medical Devices, 2022”. 
 
What is the Medical Devices Sector? 

 The medical device is a multi-product sector, with the following broad classifications:(a) 
Electronics Equipment; (b) Implants; (c) Consumables and Disposables; (d) IVD reagents; and (e) 
Surgical Instruments.  

 The Medical Device Sector has remained largely unregulated till 2017 when Medical Device 
Rules, 2017 were framed by CDSCO for comprehensive regulation of Medical Devices in a 
phased manner especially on the quality, safety, and efficacy aspects, under the Drugs and 
Cosmetic Act, 1940. 

 The Indian medical device market has a significant presence of multinational companies with 
about 80% of the sales by value generated from imported medical devices. 

 This Sector is expected to grow in market size from the present $11 Bn to $50 Bn by2025. 
 Moreover, to encourage the domestic manufacturing of Medical Devices, Government has 

launched PLI scheme for promoting domestic manufacturing of Medical Devices, Promotion of 
Medical Devices Parks. 

 
What is the Draft National Policy for the Medical Devices, 2022? 

 Released by: Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers. 
 Aim: To address core objectives of accessibility, affordability, safety and quality, focus on self-

sustainability, innovation and growth in the Medical devices sector. 
 Objectives: The policy envisions that by 2047, India 

o Will be having few National Institutes of Medical Devices Education and Research 
(NIMERs) on the lines of NIPERs; 

o Will be home & originator to 25 high-end futuristic technologies in Med Tech 
o Will have a Med Tech Industry of $100-300 Bn size with 10-12% of Global Market Share. 

 
Features of the Policy 

 Regulatory streamlining in order to optimise regulatory processes and multiplicity of agencies 
for enhanced ease of doing business. 

 Quality Standards and Safety of the Devices in order to provide safe devices to the consumers. 
 Building Competitiveness through fiscal and financial support. 
 Infrastructure Development to provide a best-in-class physical foundation, including medical 

devices parks. 
 Facilitating R&D and Innovation with a focus on enhanced collaboration in innovation and R&D 

projects. 



 
 

 Awareness Creation and Brand Positioning in creating awareness and positioning India as a hub 
for manufacturing of medical devices as part of the “Make in India, Make for the World” 
initiative. 

 
Strengthening of Pharmaceutical Industry Scheme 

What is the News? 
The Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers has released the guidelines for 
the scheme “Strengthening of Pharmaceutical Industry (SPI)”. 
 
What is the Scheme for Strengthening of Pharmaceutical Industry (SPI)? 

 Aim: To strengthen the existing infrastructure facilities in order to make India a global leader in 
the Pharma Sector.  

 Components of the Scheme: The scheme has 3 components /sub-schemes: 
 Assistance to Pharmaceutical Industry for Common Facilities (APICF): It aims to strengthen the 

existing pharmaceutical clusters’ capacity for their sustained growth by creating common 
facilities. Financial assistance will be provided for creation of Common Facilities. 

 Pharmaceutical Technology Upgradation Assistance Scheme (PTUAS): It aims to facilitate 
Micro, Small and Medium Pharma Enterprises (MSMEs) with a proven track record to meet 
national and international regulatory standards. An interest subvention or capital subsidy on 
their capital loans will be provided to meet those standards. 

 Pharmaceutical & Medical Devices Promotion and Development Scheme (PMPDS): It aims to 
facilitate the growth and development of Pharmaceutical and Medical Devices Sectors through 
study/survey reports, awareness programs, creation of databases, and promotion of industry.  

 
MSME Innovative Scheme & MSME IDEAHACKATHON 2022 under MSME 
Champions Scheme  

What is the News? 
The Union Minister for MSME has launched the MSME Innovative Scheme (Incubation, Design and IPR) 
along with the MSME IDEA HACKATHON 2022. 
 
What is the MSME Innovative Scheme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of MSME 
 Aim: a) To promote and support untapped creativity of the MSME sector and b) To act as a hub 

for innovation activities, facilitating and guiding the development ideas into a viable business 
proposition that benefits society directly. 

 
The three sub-schemes under this scheme include: 

 Incubation: It aims to promote and support untapped creativity and to promote the adoption of 
the latest technologies in MSMEs that seek the validation of their ideas at the proof-of-concept 
level. Financial assistance up to Rs 15 lakh per idea and up to one crore for relevant plants and 
machines will be provided.  

 Design: It aims to bring the Indian manufacturing sector and design expertise/design fraternity 
onto a common platform. Financial assistance up to Rs 40 lakh for design projects and up to Rs 
2.5 lakh for student projects will be provided. 



 
 

 IPR (Intellectual Property Rights): It aims to improve the IP culture in India with a view to 
enhance the awareness of Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) amongst the MSMEs and to 
encourage creative intellectual endeavor in the Indian economy. Financial assistance upto Rs 5 
lakh for a foreign patent, Rs one lakh for a domestic patent, Rs two lakh for GI registration, Rs 
15,000/- for design registration, Rs.10,000/-for a trademark in the form of reimbursement. 

 
Iconic Week campaign under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav  

What is the News? 
To mark International Women’s Day 2022, new batches of women-centric courses were started by 
RSETIs (Rural Self Employment Training Institutes) across the country. 
 
What is Rural Self Employment Training Institutes (RSETIs) Programme? 

 Rural Self Employment Training Institutes (RSETIs) programme is a three-way partnership 
between the Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD), State Governments and the Sponsor 
Banks.  

 Under the programme,  banks are mandated to open at least one RSETI in their lead district to 
provide training to rural youth to take up self-employment/entrepreneurship ventures.  

 RSETI program runs with an approach of short-term training & long-term handholding of 
entrepreneurs.  

 Eligibility: Rural poor youth between the age group of 18-45 years are eligible to join the 
training.  

 Significance: The RSETIs have become established as pioneers in capturing the aspirations of the 
rural poor youth and turning them into profitable entrepreneurs by training them in the domain 
and entrepreneurial skills. 

 
SAMARTH 

What is the News? 
On the occasion of International Women’s Day 2022, the Union Minister for MSME has launched 
“SAMARTH”. 
 
What is SAMARTH? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises 
 Purpose: It is a Special Entrepreneurship Promotion Drive for Women to provide them with an 

opportunity to be self-reliant and independent by undertaking self-employment opportunities. 
Key features of the scheme: Under the initiative, the following benefits will be available to aspiring and 
existing women entrepreneurs: 

 20% of Seats in free Skill Development Programs organized under skill development schemes of 
the Ministry will be allocated for Women. 

 20% of MSME Business Delegations sent to domestic & international exhibitions under the 
schemes for Marketing Assistance implemented by the Ministry will be dedicated to women-
owned MSMEs. 

 20% Discount on annual processing fee on National Small Industries Corporation’s (NSIC) 
Commercial Schemes such as Single Point Registration Scheme, Raw Material Assistance and Bill 
Discounting, Tender Marketing among others. 



 
 

 Special Drive for registration of women-owned MSMEs under Udyam Registration. 
 
Significance of the Scheme: Through this initiative, the Government is planning to train more than, 7500 
women candidates from rural and sub-urban areas in FY 2022-23. Besides, women will also be getting 
marketing opportunities to showcase their products in domestic and international exhibitions. 
 
Donate a pension 

What is the News? 
Ministry of Labor and Employment has launched the “Donate a Pension” Scheme. 
 
What is a Donate a Pension Scheme? 

 It has been launched under the Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-Dhan Scheme (PM-SYM). 
 Under this scheme, any citizen can donate the premium contribution under PM-SYM of their 

immediate support staff such as domestic workers, drivers, helpers, care givers, nurses in their 
household or establishment. 

 The donor can pay the contribution for a minimum of one year, with the amount ranging from 
₹660 to ₹2,400 a year depending on the age of the beneficiary. 

 The premium can be paid through maandhan.in or visiting a Common Service Centre. 
 
Swatantrata Sainik Samman Yojana 

What is the News? 
The government has approved the continuation of the Swatantrata Sainik Samman Yojana (SSSY) till 
2025-26. 
 
What is Swatantrata Sainik Samman Yojana(SSSY)? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Home Affairs 
 
Background of the Scheme: 

 In 1969, the Government of India introduced the ‘Ex-Andaman Political Prisoners Pension 
Scheme to honour the freedom fighters who had been incarcerated in the Cellular Jail at Port 
Blair.  

 In 1972, to commemorate the 25th Anniversary of Independence, a regular scheme for grant of 
freedom fighters’ pension was introduced.  

 Thereafter, in 1980, a scheme by the name ‘Swatantrata Sainik Samman Pension Scheme was 
implemented. 

 From 2017-18 onwards, the nomenclature of the Scheme has been changed to ‘Swatantrata 
Sainik Samman Yojana’.  

 
What is the purpose of the scheme? 

 The scheme aims to provide a monthly Samman Pension to freedom fighters, as a token of 
respect for their contribution in the national freedom struggle and on their demise to their 
eligible dependents viz. spouses and thereafter, unmarried and unemployed daughters and 
dependent parents. 

 



 
 

Campaign ‘Kanya Shikhsa Pravesh Utsav 

What is the News? 
On International Women’s Day, the Ministry of Women and Child Development (MoWCD) has launched 
a landmark campaign Kanya Shikhsa Pravesh Utsav. 
 
What is Kanya Shikhsa Pravesh Utsav? 

 Launched by: Ministry of Women and Child Development (MoWCD) in partnership with the 
Ministry of Education and UNICEF. 

 Purpose: It is a campaign that aims to a) bring back out of school adolescent girls in India to the 
formal education and/or skilling system and b) enhance enrolment and retention of girls 
between 11-14 years of age in school. 

 Umbrella Initiative: The campaign has been rolled out under the umbrella of the Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao(BBBP) Initiative. 

 Key Features of the campaign: Under the campaign, over 400 districts across all states will be 
funded under Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Scheme for outreach and awareness generation at the 
grassroots level to sensitize communities and families toenroll adolescents girls in schools. This 
funding will be over and above the funding from Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan. 

 Moreover, Anganwadi workers (AWWs) will also be further incentivised for counseling and 
referring out of school adolescent girls.  

 Significance of the campaign: The campaign intends to build on the existing schemes and 
programmes like Schemes for Adolescent Girls (SAG), Beti Bachao BetiPadhao (BBBP) and 
National Education Policy (NEP) to work on a comprehensive system for out of school girls. 

 
Modernisation Plan-IV for Central Armed Police Forces(CAPFs) 

What is the News? 
The government has approved the scheme – Modernisation Plan-IV for Central Armed Police Forces 
(CAPFs) in continuation of the scheme “Modernisation Plan-III for CAPFs. 
 
What is the Modernisation Plan Scheme for Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs)? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Home Affairs 
 Aim: To equip the CAPFs with modern state-of-the-art weapons and equipment as per their 

operational requirement, keeping in view their deployment pattern in different theatres. 
Besides, upgraded IT solutions will also be provided to CAPFs. 

 
Significance of the Scheme:  

 It will equip CAPFs to improve the overall operational efficiency/preparedness which will 
positively impact the internal security scenario in the country, 2) It would also bolster the 
Government’s ability to address the challenges being faced on the International Border. 

 
What are the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs)?  

 The Ministry of Home Affairs maintains seven CAPFs: 
o Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF): It assists State/Union Territories in police operations 

to maintain law and order and counter-insurgency.  



 
 

o Central Industrial Security Force (CISF): It provides security cover to industrial units, 
government infrastructure projects and facilities and establishments located allover India. 

o National Security Guards(NSG): It is an elite counter-terrorism unit. 
o Four border guarding forces: Border Security Force(BSF), Indo-Tibetan Border Police 

(ITBP), Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) and Assam Rifles (AR). 
 
Relief and Rehabilitation of Migrantsand Repatriates”March 3, 2022↓ 

What is the News? 
The government has approved the continuation of the seven existing sub-schemes under the Umbrella 
Scheme “Relief and Rehabilitation of Migrants and Repatriates” for the period 2021-22 to 2025-26. 
 
What is the “Relief and Rehabilitation of Migrants and Repatriates” Scheme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Home Affairs 
 Aim: To enable migrants and repatriates, who have suffered on account of displacement, to 

earn a reasonable income and to facilitate their inclusion in mainstream economic activities. 
 
Sub-Schemes: 

 There are seven sub-schemes namely: 
o Relief and Rehabilitation of displaced families of Pakistan Occupied Areas of Jammu and 

Kashmir and Chhamb. 
o Relief assistance to Sri Lankan Tamil refugees. 
o Relief assistance to Brus lodged in relief camps in Tripura. 
o Enhanced relief to 1984 Anti-Sikh Riot Victims.  
o Financial Assistance and other facilities to the families of affected civilian victims of 

terrorist violence including militancy, insurgency, communal/ Left Wing Extremism 
violence and cross border firing and victims of mine/IED blasts on Indian Territory. 

o Grants-in-aid to Central Tibetan Relief Committee (CTRC). 
o Grants-in-Aid to Government of West Bengal for infrastructure development in 

51erstwhile Bangladeshi enclaves in India situated in Cooch Behar District and for 
resettlement of 922 returnees from erstwhile Indian enclaves in Bangladesh. 

 
Stree Manoraksha Project 

What is the News? 
During International Women’s Day week, Union Minister for Women and Child Development has 
launched “Stree Manoraksha project”. 
 
What is the Stree Manoraksha Project? 

 Launched by: National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences (NIMHANS), Bangalore, 
with support and funding from the Ministry of Women and Child Development. 

 Aim: To provide training and supervision in psychosocial and mental health care for staff and 
counsellors of all One Stop Centres (OSCs) across the country to support women facing various 
forms of gender-based violence.  

 
Why was this project initiated? 



 
 

 According to the National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) 2019-2021, one in three married 
women has experienced Intimate Partner Violence (IPV). However, around 9 in10 women have 
never sought help when they faced violence.  

 This has made women vulnerable to experiencing debilitating consequences on their mental and 
physical health. Moreover, the Covid-19 pandemic has exacerbated the rate of gender-based 
violence manifold.  

 Therefore, mental health support is highly imperative and needs to be tailored to the individual 
woman and her unique needs.  

 
Assured Return Scheme (MARS) 

What is the News? 
Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) is preparing to launch “Minimum Assured 
Return Scheme (MARS)” which will provide savers and people from the salaried class an option for their 
investments. 

 Note: PFRDA currently operates the National Pension System (NPS). 
 
What is the Minimum Assured Return Scheme (MARS)? 

 Aim: To have a separate scheme that can offer a guaranteed minimum rate of return to NPS 
subscribers, especially those who are risk averse (Currently, the NPS gives returns annually, 
based on prevailing market conditions). 

 
What will be the returns offered under MARS Scheme? 

 The actual returns under the scheme will depend on the market conditions. Any shortfall will be 
made good by the sponsor, and the surplus will be credited to the subscribers’ accounts.  

 Two options are likely to be on offer: 
o Under the fixed guarantee option, the guaranteed return is fixed along with the 

accumulation phase. 
o Under the floating guarantee option, the guaranteed rate of return is not fixed along 

with the savings phase. The floating guarantee depends on the development of the 1-
year interest rate until retirement.  

 Lock-in- Period: The Lock-in may be applicable under the scheme on each contribution and will 
be applied based on the period since that contribution has been made.  

o It may also consider multiple lock-in period options (or staggered guarantee periods)for 
flexibility. Withdrawals are also likely to be directly linked to the lock-in period.  

o The subscriber may also have the option to withdraw or to stay invested after the lock-
in period. However, there won’t be any guarantee applied on the investment after lock-
in. 

 Limit of Contribution: Minimum and maximum monetary limits on contributions may be 
prescribed. The attraction for investors will be the minimum guaranteed return. 

 
Sagar Parikrama 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister for Fisheries will inaugurate the ‘Sagar Parikrama’. 
 



 
 

What is Sagar Parikrama? 
 Organized by: Ministry of Fisheries, National Fisheries Development Board along with 

Government of Gujarat, Indian Coast Guard, Fishery Survey of India and Gujarat Maritime Board. 
 Purpose: It is a navigation journey to be conducted in all coastal states/UTs through a pre-

decided sea route to demonstrate solidarity with all fisher folk, fish farmers and concerned 
stakeholders. 

 The journey shall focus on the sustainable balance between the utilization of marine fisheries 
resources for food security of the nation and livelihoods of coastal fisher communities and 
protection of marine ecosystems. 

 Part of: This initiative has been launched as a part of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsava’(Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsava is one of the significant initiatives of the Government of India to celebrate and 
commemorate 75 years of independence and the glorious story of its people, culture and 
achievements). 

 Note: Oceans are vital to the economies, security and livelihoods of Indian coastal states. India 
has a coastline of 8118 km covering 9 maritime States/4 UTs and providing livelihood support to 
millions of coastal fisher folk.  

 
FLCTD Project 

What is the News? 
The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) commemorated its 20th Foundation Day by organising the 
National Innovation Conclave on Low Carbon Technologies. 

 The event showcased many low carbon technology innovations developed and validated with 
the support of the Facility for Low Carbon Technology Deployment (FLCTD) Project. 

 
What is the Facility for Low Carbon Technology Deployment(FLCTD) Project? 

 Launched in: 2016 
 Objective: To identify innovative energy efficiency and low carbon technology solutions that 

address the existing technology gaps in the Indian industrial and commercial sectors. 
 Implemented by: United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO) in collaboration 

with the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE). 
 Funded by: Global Environment Facility(GEF) 
 Under the Project, annual innovation challenges are conducted in the following six areas: 

Waste Heat Recovery, Space Conditioning, Pumps, Pumping Systems and Motors, Industrial IoT, 
Industrial Resource Efficiency and Electrical Energy Storage. 

 The winners of the challenge receive financial assistance of up to US$ 50,000  to validate their 
innovation and demonstrate its efficacy (performance) in actual field conditions – a necessary 
step before commercialization. 

 
Compensation to Victims of Hit and Run Motor Accidents Scheme 

What is the News? 
The Government has released “The Compensation to Victims of Hit and Run Motor Accidents Scheme, 
2022”. 

 Note: According to the government data, 3.66 lakh road accidents occurred in the country in 
2020 resulting in 1.31 lakh deaths. 



 
 

 
What is Compensation to Victims of Hit and Run Motor Accidents Scheme, 2022? 

 Released by: Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 
 This scheme will supersede the Solatium (Compensation) Scheme, 1989. 
 This scheme shall come into force with effect from April 1, 2022. 

 
Key Features of the Scheme 

 Firstly, the compensation to the families of hit-and-run victims will be increased by eight-fold to 
Rs 2 lakh in cases of death. 

 Secondly, the relief to a person sustaining grievous injuries in a hit-and-run case will now be 
increased to Rs 50,000 from the current Rs 12,500. 

 Thirdly, under the scheme, the procedure has been prepared for detailed investigations of road 
accidents and their reporting along with timelines for different stakeholders for quick 
settlements of claims. 

 Fourthly, a Motor Vehicles Accident Fund has been set up. The fund will be used for providing 
compensation in case of hit-and-run cases and treatment for accident victims. 

 
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission 

What is the News? 
The Union Cabinet has approved the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM). 
 
What is Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission(ABDM)? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
 Type: Central Sector Scheme 
 Aim: To create a seamless online platform through the provision of a wide range of data, 

information and infrastructure services. It will also ensure the security, confidentiality and 
privacy of health-related personal information. 

 Implementing Agency: National Health Authority (NHA) 
 Key Feature of the Mission: Under the mission, citizens will be able to create their ABHA 

(Ayushman Bharat Health Account) numbers, to which their digital health records can be 
linked. This will enable creation of longitudinal health records for individuals across various 
healthcare providers, and improve clinical decision making by healthcare providers. 

 
What are the benefits of the Mission? 

 Firstly, it will improve equitable access to quality healthcare by encouraging the use of 
technologies such as telemedicine and enabling national portability of health services. 

 Secondly, it will facilitate evidence-based decision making for effective public health 
interventions. 

 Lastly, it will also help catalyze innovation and generate employment across the healthcare 
ecosystem. 

 
Bhasha Certificate Selfie campaign 

What is the News? 



 
 

The Ministry of Education has launched a campaign ‘Bhasha Certificate Selfie’ to encourage cultural 
diversity and promote multilingualism and foster the spirit of EkBharat Shreshtha Bharat. 
 
What is Bhasha Certificate Selfie Initiative? 
Aim: To promote Bhasha mobile app by encouraging people to upload their selfies with the certificate 
from their social media accounts using the hashtag #Bhasha Certificate Selfie. 
The initiative aims to ensure that people acquire basic conversational skills in Indian languages. To 
achieve this, a target of 75 lakh people acquiring basic conversational skills has been set. 
What is Bhasha Sangam mobile app? 
Developed by: It is a mobile application developed by the Ministry of Education in collaboration with My 
Gov India.  
Aim: To foster the spirit of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat by enabling people across Indiato learn different 
languages of different states of India and come closer to their culture. 
Using the app, people can learn 100+ sentences of daily use in as many as 22scheduled Indian 
languages. 
 
Immigration Visa Foreigners Registration Tracking (IVFRT) Scheme  

What is the News? 
The government has approved the continuation of the Immigration Visa Foreigners Registration Tracking 
(IVFRT) Scheme till 2026. 
 
What is Immigration Visa Foreigners Registration Tracking (IVFRT) Scheme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Home Affairs 
 Aim: 

o To modernize and upgrade Immigration and Visa services.  
o To provide a secure and integrated service delivery framework that facilitates legitimate 

travellers while strengthening national security. 
o To interlink and optimize functions relating to immigration, visa issuance, registration of 

foreigners and tracking of their movements in India. 
 
What are the achievements of IVFRT Scheme? 

 Firstly, the number of Visa and OCI cards issued has increased from 44 lakh in 2014to 64 lakh in 
2019. 

 Secondly, the average visa processing time of 15 to 30 days (during the pre-IVFRT period) has 
been reduced to a maximum of 72 hours in e-visas, with 95% of e-visas issued within 24 hours. 

 Thirdly, International traffic to and from India grew from 3.71 crores to 7.5 crores during the last 
10 years. 

 
National Strategy on Additive Manufacturing 

What is the News? 
The Minister of State for Electronics & Information Technology has released a “National Strategy on 
Additive Manufacturing”. 
 
What is Additive Manufacturing? 



 
 

 Additive Manufacturing (AM) is defined as the technology that constructs a three-dimensional 
object from a digital 3D model or a CAD model by adding material layer by layer. The addition of 
material can happen in multiple ways, namely power deposition, resin curing and filament 
fusing. The deposition and solidification are controlled by a computer to create a three-
dimensional object. 

 AM has immense potential to revolutionise India’s manufacturing and industrial production 
landscape through digital processes, communication, imaging, architecture and engineering. 

 
About the National Strategy on Additive manufacturing (AM) 

 Released by: Ministry of Electronics & IT 
 Aim: 

o To position India as a global hub for Additive Manufacturing development and 
deployment 

o To create and protect the integrity of India’s AM intellectual properties.  
o To create a conducive ecosystem for Global AM leaders to set up their operations in 

India 
 

 Target:  
o To achieve 5% of Global AM market share and thereto add nearly US$ 1Bn to the GDP by 2025.  
o To develop 50 India specific technologies, 100 new start-ups, 500 products, 10 existing& new 

manufacturing sectors & 1 Lakh new skilled manpower in Additive Manufacturing(AM) sector by 
2025. 

 
Key Features of the Strategy: 

 Innovation and R&D ecosystem will be encouraged in PPP mode to transform the existing 
research knowledge base to develop Additive Manufacturing materials. 

 Awareness will be created for the adoption of AM products. 
 A dedicated National Centre will be established to act as an aggregator of knowledge and 

resources to accelerate technology adoption and advancement. 
 Sector-specific Centres will also be created to infuse indigenous AM technology. 

 
Vigyan Sarvatra Pujyate 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister of Science & Technology has inaugurated “Vigyan Sarvatra Pujyate” 
 
What is Vigyan Sarvatra Pujyate? 

 Vigyan Sarvatra Pujyate is a week-long science festival. It aims to celebrate the essence and 
magnificence of our scientific achievements. 

 Aim: To incorporate India’s science and scientific achievements in our cultural ethos and to take 
the science and scientific thinking to the common man. 

 Coordinated by: The program is being coordinated by Vigyan Prasar. 
 Note: Vigyan Prasar(VP) is an autonomous organization under the Department of Science and 

Technology(DST). 
 
What are the other programmes to popularize science? 



 
 

 Project Vigyan Basha: It is an ambitious programme of Vigyan Prasar to communicate science in 
various Indian languages.  

 Unified Science Media Centre: It has been set up under Vigyan Prasar. It will cut across all the 
departments to present the recent developments on science and technology to the common 
masses, with a major focus on the research and innovation happening in our own scientific 
laboratories and research institutions. 

 
National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship (NMMSS)  

What is the News? 
The government has approved the continuation of the National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship (NMMSS) 
for a period of five years i.e. from 2021-22 to 2025-26. 
 
What is the National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship Scheme (NMMSS)? 

 Nodal Ministry: Launched in 2008-09 by Ministry of Education 
 Type: Central Sector Scheme 
 Aim: To award scholarships to meritorious students of economically weaker sections to deter 

them from dropping out at class VIII and encourage them to continue their education at the 
secondary stage. 

 Intended Beneficiaries: The scheme envisages the award of one lakh fresh scholarships every 
year to selected students of class IX and their continuation/renewal in classes X to XII for study 
in a State Government, Government-aided and Local body schools. 

 Scholarship Amount: An amount of Rs. 12000 (Rs.1000/- per month) per student per annum.  
 Selection of Students: Students are selected for award of scholarships through an examination 

conducted by the State/ UT Governments. Scholarships are disbursed directly into the bank 
accounts of students by electronic transfer through Public Financial Management System 
(PFMS) following DBT mode. 

Eligibility criteria to appear in selection test: 
 Students whose parental income from all sources is not more than Rs.3.5 lakh per annum are 

eligible to avail of the scholarships. 
 The student must have a minimum of 55 % marks or equivalent grade in the ClassVII 

examination for appearing in the selection test for award of scholarship (relaxable by 5% for SC 
and ST students). 

 The student should be studying as a regular student in Government, Government-aided and 
local body schools. Students of NVS, KVS and residential schools are not entitled to the 
scholarships. 

 

PMFBY 

What is the News? 
Since its launch in 2016, Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) has seen a consistent fall in acreage 
and the number of farmers covered. 
 
What is Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana(PMFBY)? 

 Launched in 2016 and is being administered by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. 



 
 

 It replaced the National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS) and Modified National Agricultural 
Insurance Scheme (MNAIS). 

 Farmers including sharecroppers and tenant farmers growing notified crops in the notified areas 
are eligible for coverage. 

 
Other Features of the Scheme: 

 This scheme was initially compulsory for loanee farmers but has been made voluntary for all 
since 2020.  

 The scheme insures farmers against all non-preventable natural risks from pre-sowing to post-
harvest.  

 It is a yield index-based scheme and is mainly implemented on an area approach basis. 
 Claims are worked out on the basis of shortfall in actual yield vis-à-vis the threshold yield in the 

notified area. However, the premium is determined through bidding. 
 The premium is shared by the Union and state governments on a 50:50 basis and on a90:10 

basis in the case of northeastern states. 
 
What are the issues with the PMFBY? 

 Low amount of Compensation, 2) States opting out of the scheme or delaying paying their share 
of premium, 3) Private insurers are not following the assessment by the government officials 
and rejecting many claims on the basis of their own assessment,  4) Corruption, 5) Disputes on 
the quality of yield data and 6) Human Resources Shortage. 

 
 
What are the steps taken by the government to address issues with the PMFBY? 

 The government has made changes to the scheme twice. It has also set up a panel to suggest 
suitable working models for PMFBY. It is specifically studying Gujarat’s Beed Model of Crop 
Insurance. 

 
Draft India Data Accessibility & Use Policy, 2022 

What is the News? 
The Government of India has released a policy document called “Draft India Data Accessibility & Use 
Policy 2022”. 
 
About the Draft India Data Accessibility & Use Policy, 2022 

 Aim: To enhance access, quality, and use of data in line with the current and emerging 
technology needs of the decade. 

Salient features 
 Making Data Open: All data collected, generated, and stored by every government ministry and 

the department will be open and shareable barring certain exceptions. 
 Indian Data Office (IDO): It will be constituted by the Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology (MeitY) to streamline and consolidate data access and share public data repositories 
across the government and other stakeholders. 

 Indian Data Council(IDC): It will comprise the IDO and data officers of five government 
departments. Its tasks will include defining frameworks for defining high-value datasets, 
finalizing data standards and metadata standards and reviewing the implementation of the 
policy. 



 
 

 Common Database: All central and state government bodies will have to compulsorily share 
data with each other to create a common “searchable database”. 

 The monetisation of Data: The datasets that have undergone value addition could be monetised 
by the government. 

 Stakeholders like start-ups, other enterprises, individuals and researchers will be able to 
access enriched data through data licensing, sharing and valuation within the frameworks of 
data security and privacy. 

 A data-sharing toolkit will be provided to ministries and departments to assess and manage 
risks associated with data sharing. 

 Guidelines will also be framed to decide how long datasets can be held by the Government. 
 
Umbrella scheme of Border Infrastructure & Management (BIM) 

What is the news? 
Government has approved the continuation of the “Border Infrastructure and Management” (BIM) 
Scheme over the 15th Finance Commission Cycle from 2021-22to 2025-26. 
 
What is the Border Infrastructure and Management (BIM) Scheme?  

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Home Affairs 
 Type: Central Sector Scheme 
 Aim: To strengthen the border infrastructure for improving border management, policing and 

guarding the borders. 
 The scheme will help in the creation of infrastructure such as construction of border fence, 

border floodlights, technological solutions, border roads and Border Outposts (BOPs) to secure 
the Indo-Pakistan, Indo-Bangladesh, Indo-China, Indo-Nepal, Indo-Bhutan and Indo-Myanmar 
borders. 

 
Capacity development scheme  

What is the news? 
The Union Cabinet has approved the continuation of the capacity development (CD) scheme till March 
2026. 
 
What is Capacity Development Scheme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation 
 Type: Central Sector Scheme 
 Aim: To augment infrastructural, technical as well as manpower resources for enabling 

availability of credible and timely official statistics. 
 Sub-Schemes: The scheme comprises two sub schemes: 

o Support for Statistical Strengthening (SSS): It aims to improve the statistical capacity 
and operations of State Statistical Systems for collecting, compiling and disseminating 
reliable official statistics. 

o Economic Census: It gives the complete count of all non-farm economic establishments 
located within the geographical boundary of India. Economic Census provides 
disaggregated information on various operational and structural variables of all such 
establishments of the country.  



 
 

 
Distributed renewable energy  

What is the News? 
The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) released a draft policy framework for Distributed 
Renewable Energy (DRE). 
 
What is Distributed Renewable Energy (DRE)? 

 Distributed Renewable Energy (DRE) is the term used when electricity is generated from 
renewable energy sources near the point of use instead of centralized generation sources from 
power plants.  

 
What are the problems faced by Distributed Renewable Energy (DRE) in India? 

 Lack of proper financing channels, consumer awareness, consumer affordability and quality 
products/standards are some of the major challenges facing DRE in India. 

 
What does the policy framework say on Distributed Renewable Energy (DRE)? 
The main objectives outlined in the framework are: 

 Increasing the adoption of DRE-based livelihood solutions by enabling easy finance for the end-
user 

 Developing effective DRE livelihood applications through innovation as well as research and 
development 

 Forming a committee to monitor the progress of DRE projects, which will meet at least once 
every six months. 

 Make available a digital catalogue of DRE-powered solutions to be used by various stakeholders 
to raise awareness.  
 

New India Literacy Programme 

What is the news? 
 Government-approved a new scheme “New India Literacy Programme” for the period FYs 2022-

2027 to cover all the aspects of Adult Education to align with National Education Policy 2020. 
 Further, as a progressive step, the government has also decided to use the term “Education For 

All” in place of “Adult Education.” This is because the terminology “Adult Education” is not 
incorporating appropriately all non-literates of 15 years and above age group. 

 
About the status of Adult illiteracy in India 

 As per Census 2011, the absolute number of non-literates of the country in 15 years and above 
age group is 25.76 crore. About 7.64 crore persons are certified as literates under the Saakshar 
Bharat programme. Hence, it is estimated that currently, around18.12 crore adults are still non-
literate in India. 

 About the New India Literacy Programme (NILP) 
 
Implementing ministry: Ministry of Education in convergence with various Ministries and Departments 
will implement the scheme. 



 
 

 The scheme will be implemented through volunteerism through online mode. The training, 
orientation, workshops of volunteers, maybe organized through face-to-face mode. 

 
Objective: To impart not only foundational literacy and numeracy but also to cover other components 
which are necessary for a citizen of the 21st century. Such as 

 critical life skills (financial literacy, digital literacy, commercial skills, health care and awareness, 
child care and education, and family welfare) 

 vocational skills (with a view towards obtaining local employment);  
 basic education (including preparatory, middle, and secondary stage equivalency)and  
 continuing education (including engaging holistic adult education courses in arts, sciences, etc 

and recreation, as well as other topics of interest or use to local learners). 
 Intended beneficiaries: The scheme will cover non-literates of the age of 15 years and above in 

all states/UTs. 
 Targets: The target for Foundational Literacy and Numeracy for FYs 2022-27 is 5 crore learners 

at one crore per year by using “Online Teaching, Learning and Assessment System (OTLAS).” 
 Funding: It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme. 
 Salient features of the New India Literacy Programme (NILP) 

o -School will be the Unit for the implementation of the scheme. 
o -Flexibility for States/UTs will be provided to undertake innovative activities. 
o -Foundational Literacy and Numeracy will be imparted through Critical Life Skills. 
o -CSR/Philanthropic Support may be received. 
o -Use of Technologies to impart Adult Education for wider coverage of the scheme. 
o -The Performance Grading Index (PGI) for State/UT and district level will show the 

performance of States and UTs on yearly basis by measuring progress through UDISE portal. 
o -The age cohort of 15-35 will be saturated first followed by ages 35 and above. Priority will 

be given in terms of categories to the Girls and women, SC/ST/OBC/Minorities, etc. who can 
substantially and immediately benefit from adult education. 

o -The focus will be on all aspirational districts, districts with literacy rates less than the 
National/State average, etc. 

 
Scheme for Economic Empowerment of DNTs (SEED) 

What is the news? 
The Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment launched the Scheme for Economic Empowerment of 
DNTs (SEED) for the welfare of De-notified, Nomadic and Semi Nomadic Communities. 
 
What is the need for SEED Scheme? 

 The DNTs, NTs, SNTs are one of the most deprived and economically weaker communities in 
India. The policies of the colonial government affected lives and livelihood adversely. The misery 
of these communities began with the enactment of the Criminal Tribes Act, 1871 during British 
rule. 

 They were branded as criminals under various colonial acts. This has led to the forcible 
alienation from their traditional occupations and habitations. They remained hunter-gatherers 
and pastoral/peripatetic. 

 Even after the Independence, they have not benefitted much from the planned development of 
over seven decades. They were deprived of state support like the SCs/STs. 

 



 
 

What are the major government initiatives that were taken to mainstream DNTs, NTs, SNTs? 
 Various efforts were undertaken for bringing these communities into the mainstream. 

Accordingly, the first commission was set up in October 2003. The Renke Commission was set 
up in 2008. 

 In 2015, National Commission was constituted under the chairmanship of Bhiku Ramji Idate. 
This commission was tasked to identify and proper listing of these communities in different 
states, to evaluate the progress of development of these communities in the states so that a 
systematic approach can be developed for the development of these communities. 

 Based on the recommendation of this commission, the Government has set up the 
Development and Welfare Board for DNTs, SNTs &NTs (DWBDNCs) in 2019. 

 The Government also decided to create an umbrella scheme for empowerment of these 
communities and accordingly, the Scheme for Economic Empowerment of DNTs, SNTs &NTs 
(SEED) has been formulated and launched. 

 
What are the salient features of the Scheme for Economic Empowerment of DNTs (SEED)? 

 It ensures expenditure of Rs.200 crore to be spent over five years beginning 2021-22. 
 The DWBDNCs (Development and Welfare Board for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic 

Communities) has been tasked with the implementation of this scheme. 
 An online portal has been developed by the department which will ensure seamless registration 

and will also act as a repository of the data on these communities. 
 
 
Centre’s flagship crop insurance scheme 

What is the News? 
Maharashtra may follow several other big states and opt-out of Pradhan Mantri FasalBima 
Yojana(PMFBY). 
 
What is Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana(PMFBY)? 

 Launched in 2016 and is being administered by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. 
 It replaced the National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS) and Modified National Agricultural 

Insurance Scheme (MNAIS). 
 Farmers including sharecroppers and tenant farmers growing notified crops in the notified areas 

are eligible for coverage. 
 There will be a uniform premium of only 2% to be paid by farmers for all Kharif crops and 1.5% 

for all Rabi crops. 
 In the case of annual commercial and horticultural crops, the premium to be paid by farmers will 

be only 5%. 
 The premium rates to be paid by farmers are very low and the balance premium will be paid by 

the Government to provide full insured amount to the farmers against crop loss on account of 
natural calamities. 

 There is no upper limit on Government subsidies. Even if the balance premium is 90%, it will be 
borne by the Government. 

 Objectives of PMFBY 
o To provide insurance coverage and financial support to the farmers in the event of 

failure of any of the notified crops as a result of natural calamities, pests & diseases. 
o To stabilize the income of farmers to ensure their continuance in farming. 



 
 

o To encourage farmers to adopt innovative and modern agricultural practices. 
o To ensure the flow of credit to the agriculture sector. 

 
Which States have opted out of PMFBY? 

 States such as Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand, Telangana, Bihar, Gujarat, Punjab and West Bengal 
— all predominantly agriculture states — have opted out of the scheme. Some of these states 
have their own insurance schemes.  

 
Why is Maharashtra planning to opt-out of the scheme?  

 The two major issues on which the Maharashtra government is thinking of opting out are a) 
denial and delay of claims, b) huge subsidy burden on state governments.  

 
What Central Government is planning to stop states from opting out of PMFBY? 

 The central government has set up a panel to suggest suitable working models for PMFBY. It is 
specifically studying Gujarat’s Beed Model of Crop Insurance. 

 
 
SMILE  scheme 

What is the News? 
The Union Minister for Social Justice & Empowerment has launched the SMILE Scheme. 
 
What is a SMILE Scheme? 

 SMILE stands for Support for Marginalised Individuals for Livelihood and Enterprise. 
 Type: It is a Central Sector Scheme. 
 Aim: To provide welfare and rehabilitation to the Transgender community and the people 

engaged in the act of begging. 
 
Sub-Schemes of SMILE Scheme 
The two sub-schemes of SMILE are:  

 Central Sector Scheme for Comprehensive Rehabilitation for Welfare of Transgender Persons 
 It provides for:  

o -Scholarships for Transgender Students studying in IX and till post-graduation to enable 
them to complete their education.  

o -Skill Development and Livelihood under the PM-DAKSH scheme. 
o -Composite Medical Health and Housing facility in the form of ‘Garima Greh’ 
o -Provision of Transgender Protection Cell in each state will monitor cases of offences and 

ensure timely registration, investigation and prosecution of offences.  
o -Creating a National Portal & Helpline  

 
 Comprehensive Rehabilitation of persons engaged in the act of Begging 
 It provides for  

o -Survey and Identification of beneficiaries shall be carried out by the Implementing 
Agencies. 

o -Outreach work will be done to mobilise the persons engaged in begging to avail the 
services available in the Shelter Homes. 

o -The shelter homes will facilitate education for children engaged in the act of Begging  



 
 

 
Police modernization Scheme 

What is the News? 
The government has approved the continuation of the umbrella scheme of Modernization of Police 
Forces (MPF). The approval is for the period 2021-22 to 2025-26. 
 
What is the Modernization of Police Forces (MPF) Scheme? 

 The Ministry of Home Affairs has been implementing the Scheme for Modernization of Polices 
Forces (MPF Scheme) since 1969-70.  

 The objective of the scheme: a) To meet the identified deficiencies in various aspects of police 
administration and b) To reduce the dependence of the State Governments on the Army and 
Central Armed Police Forces to control internal security and law and order situation by way of 
equipping the state police forces adequately and imparting the required training. 

 
Funding Pattern: Under the Scheme, the States are grouped into two categories: 

 Category ‘A’ States namely, J&K and 8 North Eastern States including Sikkim will be eligible to 
receive financial assistance on a 90:10 Centre: State sharing basis.  

 The remaining States will be in Category ‘B’ and will be eligible for financial assistance on a 
60:40 Centre: State sharing basis. 

 
Key Features of the Scheme 

 Firstly, the scheme has provisions for a) internal security, b) law and order, c) adoption of 
modern technology by Police, d) assisting States for narcotics control and e) strengthening the 
criminal justice system by developing a robust forensic set-up in the country. 

 Secondly, it has also earmarked funds for security-related expenditure for the Union Territories 
of Jammu & Kashmir, insurgency affected the North Eastern States and Left Wing Extremism 
(LWE) affected areas. 

 Thirdly, the scheme has allocated funds for raising India Reserve Battalions/Specialised India 
Reserve Battalions. 

 
Vigyan Jyoti Scheme 

What is the News? 
The Vigyan Jyoti programme is being implemented in 100 schools in the country and all the schools are 
situated in rural areas. 
 
What is the Vigyan Jyoti Scheme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Department of Science & Technology  
 Aim: To address the underrepresentation of women in different fields of Science Technology 

Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) in the country. 
 The scheme envisages hand-holding and interventions right from the school level i.e., Class IX 

and which will continue till the PhD level to encourage girls to pursue a career in 
underrepresented areas of STEM.  



 
 

 Activities under the scheme: Various activities such as science camps, special lectures/ classes, 
counselling of students and parents, interaction with role models, tinkering activities, and visits 
to Knowledge Partners/ Research Labs are being conducted in order to motivate girls.  

 Implementation Partner: Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti (NVS), an autonomous organization of the 
Ministry of Education, is the implementation partner of Vigyan Jyoti.  

 
Report on MGNREGA 

What is the News? 
The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Rural Development has submitted its evaluation report on 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 
 
What are the recommendations given by the committee on MGNREGA? 

 Firstly, it has recommended an increase in guaranteed days of work from 100 to 150under the 
MGNREGA. 

 Secondly, the budgetary allocation of the scheme should be done in a more “pragmatic 
manner” so that there is no dearth of funds in mid-year and flow of funds for payment of wages 
and material share is maintained seamlessly. 
o Note: In Union Budget 2022-23, there has been no increase in the allocation for the 

MGNREGA. 
 Thirdly, the committee highlighted the inordinate delay in the payment of wages to the 

MGNREGA beneficiaries. Hence, it has asked the Department of Rural Development to take all 
possible measures to clear the wage liabilities as soon as possible. 

 Fourthly, the committee has recommended increasing the wage rates under MGNREGA by 
linking it with an index commensurate with inflation.  

 
National Policy for Natural and Man-Made Water Bodies 

What is the News? 
Minister for Jal Shakti has informed that a specific National Policy toward protecting natural and man-
made step wells, ports, ponds, tanks or lakes is being discussed. 
 
Which policy is currently there to protect the Natural and Man-Made Water Bodies? 

 At present, the National Water Policy – 2012 is in effect which contains provisions regarding 
these Natural and Man-Made Water Bodies. 

 Further, the Archeological Survey of India (ASI) takes up the works as per National Conservation 
Policy 2014 for renovation and restoration of natural and man-made step wells, ports, ponds, 
tanks or lakes. 

 Note: Water is a State subject. Hence, conservation and efficient management of water 
resources are primarily undertaken by the respective State Governments. But the Central 
Government provides inputs and funding. 

 
What is National Water Policy, 2012? 

 The policy aims to assess the existing situation and proposes a framework for a plan of action 
with a unified national perspective. 



 
 

 The key provisions of the policy are: 1) Emphasis on the need for a national water framework 
law, 2) Water after meeting the pre-emptive needs should be treated as an economic good, 3) 
Adaptation strategies in view of climate change, 4) Setting up of Water Regulatory Authority, 5) 
Incentivization of recycling and reuse, 6) Removal of the large disparity in stipulations for water 
supply in urban areas and in rural areas, 7)Water resources projects and services should be 
managed with community participation and 8) Adequate grants to the States to update 
technology. 

 
Parvatmala 

What is the News? 
In Union Budget 2022-23, Union Finance Minister has announced that the National Ropeways 
Development Programme – “Parvatmala” will be initiated through Public-Private Partnership (PPP) 
mode. 
 
What is the National Ropeways Development Programme? 

 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MORTH) 
 Aim: To develop Ropeways in hilly areas of the country in a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) 

mode. 
 Around 8 ropeway projects for a length of 60 km would be awarded in 2022-23.  
 The programme will also cover congested urban areas, where conventional mass transit 

systems are not feasible.  
 The programme is being presently started in regions like Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, 

Manipur, Jammu & Kashmir and the other North-Eastern states. 
What are the benefits of Ropeways? 

 Economical mode of transportation: Given that ropeway projects are built in a straight line over 
hilly terrain, it results in lower land acquisition costs. Hence, despite having a higher cost of 
construction per km than roadways, ropeway projects construction cost may happen to be more 
economical than roadways.  

 Faster mode of transportation: Owing to the aerial mode of transportation, ropeway shaves an 
advantage over roadway projects where ropeways can be built in a straight line, over a hilly 
terrain. 

 Environmentally friendly: Low dust emissions. Material containers can be designed to rule out 
any soiling of the environment. 

 Last-mile connectivity: Ropeway projects adopting 3S (a kind of cable car system) or equivalent 
technologies can transport 6000-8000 passengers per hour. 

 Ideal for difficult/challenging/sensitive terrain: This mode of transportation will enable mobility 
to people living in difficult areas and help them become part of the mainstream.  

 Flexible: Transport of different materials – A ropeway allows for the simultaneous transport of 
different types of material. 

 Ability to handle large slopes: Ropeways and cableways (cable cranes) can handle large slopes 
and large differences in elevation. Where a road or railroad needs switchbacks or tunnels, a 
ropeway travels straight up and down the fall line.  

 
Federated Digital Identities 



 
 

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has proposed to establish “Federated 
Digital Identities”. 
 
What is Federated Digital Identities? 

 It is one unique ID under which a citizen’s multiple digital IDs — from PAN, Aadhaar to driving 
license and passport numbers — can be interlinked, stored and accessed for digital transactions 
such as authentication and eKYC services. 

 Aim: To optimize the number of digital identities that a citizen needs to have. 
 This proposal is part of the Electronics and IT Ministry’s India Enterprise Architecture2.0 (IndEA 

2.0). 
 
What is the rationale behind Federated Digital Identities? 

 Currently, having multiple IDs makes it harder for a common man for whom these IDs are 
created. Hence, a unique digital identity is being proposed to enable the citizen to answer the 
first question asked in any interaction with a public or private organization, ‘who I am’. 

 
Significance of Federated Digital Identities  

 Firstly, it will empower the citizen by putting him/her in control of these identities and providing 
him/her the option of choosing which one to use for what purpose. 

 Secondly, it will also do away with the need for repeated verification. For example, when a 
beneficiary is registered for the PDS scheme, that record will be linked to Aadhaar by the PDS 
system storing the Aadhaar number (or a tokenized version of it). 

 
What is India Enterprise Architecture (IndEA)? 

 India Enterprise Architecture (IndEA) was designed in 2017 with a view to enable alignment of 
the IT developments with the business vision of government organizations. It provides a set of 
architecture reference models aimed at a holistic and integrated approach to e-Governance.  

 InDEA 2.0 is a framework that enables Governments and private sector enterprises to design IT 
architectures that can span beyond their organizational boundaries and enable the delivery of 
holistic and integrated services to the customers. 

 
 
Year End Review: Legislative Department 

What is the News? 
The Legislative Department, Ministry of Law and Justice has taken several initiatives in the year 2021. 
 
Several of them are 

 Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021:  De-Duplication of Electoral Roll: It provides for 
amendment of section 23 of the Representation of People’s Act, 1950, enabling the linking of 
electoral roll data with the Aadhaar ecosystem. 

 Institute of Legislative Drafting and Research (ILDR): Legislative drafting is a specialized job 
which involves drafting skills and expertise. Apart from in-depth knowledge of laws and their 
regular updation, continuous and sustainable efforts are required to enhance the skills of 
legislative drafting. 



 
 

 Hence, with a view to increase the availability of trained Legislative Counsel in the county, this 
Institute was established as a Wing of the Legislative Department, Ministry of Law and Justice in 
1989. The institute offers courses and programmes in Legislative Drafting to government 
officials of Central and State, and also to students of law. 

 India Code Information System (ICIS): It is a one-stop digital repository of all the Central and 
State Legislation, including their respective subordinate legislation. 

 It has been developed with the help of the National Informatics Centre (NIC) under the guidance 
of the Ministry of Law and Justice (Legislative Department). It is an important step in ensuring 
the legal empowerment of all citizens, as well as the object of ONENATION — ONE PLATFORM.  

 Official Language Wing: It has published the Constitution of India. In this edition, the text of the 
Constitution of India has been brought up-to-date by incorporating therein all the amendments 
up to the Constitutional (One Hundred and Fifth Amendment) Act, 2021. 

 
Year-End Review-2021- Department of Biotechnology 

What is the News? 
The Department of Biotechnology has taken several initiatives in the year 2021. 
 
SEVERAL OF THEM ARE 
Developments in Medical Biotechnology 

 Autologous hair follicle grafting is a recent therapy to stimulate the closure of non-healing 
wounds. A collaboration between the academicians and clinicians demonstrated that grafting 
hair follicles into chronic wounds from the patient’s own scalp promotes complete repair of the 
injured skin. 

Unique Methods of Management and treatment of Inherited Disorders (UMMID) initiative  
 Garbh-ini (Interdisciplinary Group for Advanced Research on Birth Outcomes—DBT India 

Initiative): It is a cohort study of pregnant women. Under this initiative, women were enrolled 
within 20 weeks of gestation and are followed until delivery and post-partum. The objectives are 
to identify clinical, epidemiologic, genomic, microbial correlates; discover molecular-risk 
markers by using an integrative approach and generate a risk-prediction algorithm for preterm 
birth.  

 CAR-T cell therapy: Chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) is a type of treatment in which a patient’s T 
cells (a type of immune system cell) are changed in the laboratory, so they will attack cancer 
cells. CAR T-cell therapy is used to treat certain blood cancers, and it is being studied in the 
treatment of other types of cancer. 

 The first gene therapy clinical trial for a genetic disorder, Hemophilia A, in India has been 
approved by the Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO).  

 Developments in Agriculture Biotechnology 
o Tomato leaf curl New Delhi virus (To LCNDV) infection causes severe losses in tomato 

yield worldwide. Scientists have found an effective defense strategy. They have employed 
Sw5a (R gene) that recognizes AC4 protein (viral effectors) of To LCNDV to restrict virus 
spread. 

 
 Crop varieties Developed 

o The country’s first ever non-GM (genetically modified) herbicide-tolerant basmati rice 
varieties Pusa Basmati 1979 and Pusa Basmati 1985 for direct seeded conditions have 



 
 

been developed. They can significantly save water and labour compared to conventional 
transplanting. 

o CR Dhan 803 (Pooja-Sub1) rice variety has been released for Odisha State. It has a high 
yield under submergence conditions, high hulling, milling, no grain chalkiness and 
intermediate amylose content.  

o A drought tolerant chickpea varieties IPCL4 -14 and BG 4005 has been released for timely 
sown and rainfed conditions. 

 
OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

 Indi Gau chip  
o IndiGau is purely indigenous and the largest cattle chip of the world. 
o The Chip to achieve the goal of conservation of our own breeds with better characters and 

help towards doubling of farmers’ income by 2022. 
o The manufacturing of this chip is in synergy with Rashtriya Gokul Mission and a great 

example of Atmanirbhar Bharat. 
o Further, the chip exemplifies the application of scientific knowledge and innovations 

for “Ease of Living” for all sections of society. 
 

 First One Health Mega Project: It was launched with 27 organisations led by DBT-National 
Institute of Animal Biotechnology, Hyderabad. This programme envisages carrying out 
surveillance of important bacterial, viral and parasitic infections of zoonotic as well as trans 
boundary pathogens in India, including the North-eastern part of the country. 

 
 Biotech-PRIDE  

o Promotion of Research and Innovation through Data Exchange) Guidelines [Biotech-PRIDE] 
o Biotech-PRIDE is developed by Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Ministry of Science and 

Technology. 
o Bio-Grid will be a National Repository for biological knowledge, information and data and 

will be responsible for enabling its exchange, developing measures for safety, standards and 
quality for datasets and establishing detailed modalities for accessing data. 

o The Biotech PRIDE Guidelines will facilitate this and enable exchange of information to 
promote research and innovation in different research groups across the country. 

o Initially, these Guidelines will be implemented through Indian Biological Data Centre (IBDC) 
at Regional Centre for Biotechnology supported by Department of Biotechnology. 

 
 Biotech-KISAN 

o KISAN stands for Krishi Innovation Science Application Network 
o Its purpose is to connect farmers, scientist and science institution across country. 
o Under it, fellowship will be given to women farmers for training and education in farm 

practice. 
o Under it scientists will spend time on farms and link communication tools to soil, water seed 

and market. 
o The main aim of the scheme is to understand individual problems of the small holding 

farmers and provide ready solutions. 
o It will be implemented in 15 agro-climatic zones of India in phased manner with objective of 

linking new technology to farm by understanding problem of local farmer 



 
 

o Biotech-KISAN will connect farmers to best global practices; training workshops will be held 
in India and other countries. Farmers and Scientists will partner across the globe 

 
 Mission Integrated Bio refineries: It was launched by India and Netherlands to accelerate the 

commercialization of integrated bio refineries and achieve the goal of replacing an additional 
10% of fossil carbon equivalent by sustainable bio-carbon in fuels, chemicals, and materials 
derived from residues and wastes by 2030. 

 COVID Vaccine development: ZyCoV-D Vaccine, CORBEVAX, India’s first Intranasal Vaccine. 
 
Covid Suraksha 

 Partnerships for Advancing Clinical Trials (PACT) programme: Under the PACT programme, DBT 
is working closely with the Ministry of External Affairs to strengthen capacities for facilitating 
phase III clinical trials of COVID vaccines in neighbouring /friendly nations. 

 Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG)  
 India International Science Festival (IISF) 
 Global Bio India 2021 

 
Vision Document on Electronics Manufacturing  

What is the News? 
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has released a 5-year roadmap and Vision 
Document for the electronics sector, titled “$300 bn Sustainable Electronics Manufacturing & Exports by 
2026”. 

 Note: The vision document comes in the backdrop of the PLI scheme announced by the 
government. The government has committed nearly US$17 billion over the next 6years across 
four PLI Schemes – Semiconductor and Design, Smart phones,  IT Hardware and Components.  

 
What is the objective of the report? 

 To lead India’s transformation into US$300 billion electronics manufacturing powerhouse, from 
the current US$75 billion, by 2026. 

 To make electronics, India’s third-largest exports category, exponentially expanding exports to 
$120 billion from the current $10.6 billion by 2026.Read more: YEAR END REVIEW 2021: 
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) 

 
Why should India concentrate on the electronics sector? 

 India has a great opportunity in the electronics sector due to 2 key factors: growth of digital 
consumption and growth and diversification of global value chains. 

 The key products that are expected to lead India’s growth in electronics manufacturing include 
Mobile Phones, IT Hardware (laptops, tablets), Consumer electronics (TV and audio), Industrial 
electronics, Auto electronics, Electronic components, LED Lighting, Strategic electronics, PCBA, 
Wearables and hearables, and Telecom equipment. 

 Among these products, Mobile manufacturing is expected to cross US$100 billion annual 
production – up from the current US$30 billion. It is expected to constitute nearly 40% of this 
ambitious growth 

 
What are the recommendations given by the report to achieve projected growth in the electronics 
sector? 



 
 

 Firstly, the report focuses on a five-part strategy that is based on an “all of the government” 
approach. The strategy includes 1) Building competitiveness and scale by attracting global 
electronics manufacturers/brands, 2) Shifting and developing sub-assemblies and component 
ecosystems, 3) Building a design ecosystem 4) Nurturing Indian champions and 5) Steadily 
removing cost disabilities faced by India. 

 Secondly, the report makes a strong recommendation on the need to focus on aggregate 
domestic value addition in the electronics sector, as India transforms from its current state to 
one that is gearing to compete with the likes of China and Vietnam. 

 Thirdly, the report seeks a competitive tariff structure on electronic components and the 
removal of all regulatory uncertainty. 

 Fourthly, it recommends a “winner takes all” strategy backed by economies of scale and global 
competitiveness, new and revised incentive schemes for some sectors and the need to address 
issues of sustainability and ease of doing business. 
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