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Right to Health 

 
Recently there was a private member bill introduce in Rajya Sabha related to Right to Health. 
The bill is about to ensure to attain the highest possible level of health and well-being for all at 
all ages. 
The Bill also seeks to make Right to health a fundamental right to all citizens. 

International Conventions 
 
 India is a signatory of the Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 

by the United Nations which grants the right to a standard of living adequate for the 
health and well-being to humans including food, clothing, housing and medical care and 
necessary social services. 

 

Constitutional provisions regarding right to health 
 
 As Article 21 guarantees of Right to Life and Liberty and health is a fundamental part of 

life. 
 When it comes to DPSP Articles 38, 39, 42, 43, & 47 put the obligation on the state in 

order to ensure the effective realization of the right to health. 
 
Judicial Pronouncements 
 
 In Paschim Bangal Khet Mazdoor Samity case (1996), the Supreme Court  held that in a 

welfare state, it is the primary duty of the government to secure the welfare of the 



people and government is also obliged to provide adequate medical facilities for its 
people. 

 Also in Parmanand Katara Vs Union Of India (1989) the Supreme Court had ruled 
that every doctor whether at a government hospital or otherwise has the professional 
obligation to extend his services with due expertise for protecting life. 

 
Steps towards Universal Health Coverage: 
 The ‘Ayushman Bharat Yojna’ which gives 5 lakh health insurance cover to all poor 

families without any insurance premium is a step in the right direction. 
 Over 50 crore people are covered under this scheme. 
 It is a central scheme and managed by National Health Authority. 
 Around 1 lakh crore have been allotted for this scheme. 

 
Significance of Right to Health 
 
 Enables everyone to access the services and ensures that the quality of those services is 

good enough to improve the health of the people who receive them. 
 Protects people from the financial consequences of paying for health services out of 

their own pockets and reduces the risk of people getting pushed into poverty. 
 This will also help in the realization of the vision of Ayushman Bharat and act as a leap for 

the economic and development progress of the nation. 
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