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Polity-Preamble 

Q. Write a note on a preamble of the constitution of India? 

The preamble to the Constitution of India is a brief introductory statement that sets out the 
guiding purpose, principles and philosophy of the constitution. 
  
The preamble gives an idea about the following - 
 Source of the constitution,  
 Nature of the Indian state  
 Statement of its objectives  
 Date of its adoption. 

 
o The phrase “We the people of India” emphasises that the constitution is made 

by and for the Indian people and not given to them by any outside power. 
o It is indicated by the Preamble that the source of authority of the Constitution 

lies with the people of India. 
o Preamble declares India to be a sovereign, socialist, secular and democratic 

republic. 
o The objectives stated by the Preamble are to secure justice, liberty, equality to 

all citizens and promote fraternity to maintain unity and integrity of the nation. 
o The date is mentioned in the preamble when it was adopted i.e. November 26, 

1949. 

 Sovereign: India is a sovereign state. It means that India is a supreme power and no 
internal groups or the external authority could undermine the authority of the Indian 
government.  



 Socialist: Indian form of socialism is democratic socialism and not communist socialism. 
Democratic socialism believes in mixed economy. While In communist socialism state 
owns the means of production and distribution and citizens rely on the government for 
everything, from food to healthcare. 

 Secular: India is a secular country which has no State religion. And that the state shall 
recognise and accept all religions, not favour or patronize any particular religion. The 
term ‘Secular’ was added to the preamble by the forty-second constitution Amendment 
Act of 1976. 

 Democratic:  The term is derived from the Greek word dēmokratia, which was coined 
from dēmos (“people”) and kratos (“rule”) it is a system in which the government of a 
country is elected by the people. 

 Republic: India is a state where the Head of the state is elected by the people and not a 
hereditary monarch. 

 Justice: It is necessary to maintain order in society that is promised through various 
provisions of Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy provided by 
the Constitution of India. It comprises three elements, which is social, economic, and 
political. 

 Equality: The term ‘Equality’ means no section of society has any special privileges and 
all the people have given equal opportunities for everything without any 
discriminations. Everyone is equal before the law. 

 Liberty: The term ‘Liberty’ means freedom for the people to choose their way of life, 
have political views and behavior in society. Liberty does not mean freedom to do 
anything, a person can do anything but in the limit set by the law. 

 Fraternity: The term ‘Fraternity’ means a feeling of brotherhood and an emotional 
attachment with the country and all the people. Fraternity helps to promote dignity and 
unity in the nation. 

 
Brief History 

 The Preamble to the Indian Constitution is based on the ‘Objectives Resolution’, drafted 
and moved by Pandit Nehru, and adopted by the Constituent Assembly 

 Prem Behari Narain Raizada (1901–1966) was the calligrapher who hand-wrote the 
Constitution of India. 

 Nandalal Bose took up the historic task of beautifying/decorating the original 
manuscript of the Constitution of India. He was assisted by his disciple Beohar 
Rammanohar Sinha. 

 The preamble page, along with other pages of the original Constitution of India, was 
designed and decorated solely by renowned painter Beohar Rammanohar 
Sinha of Jabalpur. 

 As originally enacted the preamble described the state as a 
“sovereign democratic republic”. In 1976 the Forty-second Amendment changed this 
by adding words socialist and secular to read “sovereign socialist secular democratic 
republic”. 



 The word Integrity was also added in preamble through 42 Amendment Act 1976. Unity 
of the Nation’ was changed to ‘Unity and Integrity of the Nation. 

 
Judiciaries call on Status of Preamble 
 
 In the Berubari case, the Court stated that ‘Preamble is the key to open the mind of the 

makers’ but it can not be considered as part of the Constitution. Therefore it is not 
enforceable in a court of law. 

 
 In Keshvanand Bharti case the Court held that- 

 The Preamble of the Constitution will now be considered as part of the 
Constitution. 

 The Preamble is not the supreme power or source of any restriction or 
prohibition but it plays an important role in the interpretation of statutes and 
provisions of the Constitution. 

 So, it can be concluded that preamble is part of the introductory part of the 
Constitution. 

 In the 1995 case of Union Government Vs LIC of India also, the Supreme Court has once 
again held that Preamble is the integral part of the Constitution but is not directly 
enforceable in a court of justice in India. 
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