
 

 

 

 

 

NAXILISM 

 

NAXILISM 

 The Naxal or Moaist conflict in India erupted in the 1967 violent peasant protests in the 
Naxalbari district of West Bengal. 

 The movement simmered during that time, and had its ebb and flow, butt a strong state 
response managed to curtail the movement in the late 1960s and 1970s. 

 It revived in the mid-1980s and is at present indentified by top Indian policymakers as 
the gravest internal security threat to India, surpassing the externally funded terrorist 
movements in Kashmir and the North-eastern insurgencies in overall impact. 

OBJECTIVE 

 The Naxalities state their main political purpose as establishing an alternative state 
structure in India by creating a “red corridor” in Naxalite-affected states, stretching 
from the border of Nepal to central India to Karnataka in the South through violent 
struggle. 

 To achieve this political objective, which requires local support, Naxalite rebel leaders 
take up causes like protecting people’s rights of Jal, Jangal and Jamin (water, forest and 
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land) and providing justice through their committees like the Sangam and Jan Adalat 
(people’s court). 

 

AFFECTED AREAS 

 Naxalism has spread to 17 states in India, including Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharastra, Odisha, Uttar 
Pradesh, West Bengal, to name the few main ones, affecting nearly 185 out of 602 
districts. 

 With established based areas in Dantewada and Bastar districts of Chhattisgarh, the 
movement has shown no signs of abating there. 

 Reports indicate that Naxal armed underground cadres number around 15,000 men and 
women, with 12,000 firearms, and an unarmed cadre strength of nearly 200,000. Nearly 
60 per cent of the armed contingent of the Naxalites is in Southern Chhattisgarh and 
Jharkhand. 

URBAN NAXALISM 

 The presence of, and activities carried out by, Naxalites, or the CPI (Maoist), in urban 
areas – towns and cities – are together termed as Urban Naxalism. The Urban 
Movement, thus, has a defined role in the political strategy of the CPI (Maoist). 

 According to the CPI (Maoist), “... being the centres of concentration of the industrial 
proletariat, urban  areas play an important part within the political strategy of the new 
Democratic Revolution”. 

 The Maoist envisage that they would mobilise and organise the industrial workers and 
channelize them towards playing “leadership role in organising the agrarian revolution 
by sending … advanced detachment to the rural areas.” 
 

 The activities of the Maoist in urban areas include maintaining safe houses for leaders 
and cadres while in transit, place for recuperation and for holding meetings; providing 
logistics support to under-ground squads; mobilising and recruiting youth, students and 
workers from industry and other bodies. 
 

 Further, the Maoist contend that the urban movement should be conducted through 
various types of mass organisations; the wider the organisations, the better. These 
organisations are of defferent types – secret revolutionary mass organisations, open and 
semi-open revolutionary mass organisations, and open legal mass organisations which 



are not directly linked to the CPI (Maoist). The last of these would include Maoist-
inspired cover organisations and legal, democratic organisations. 
 

 Urbanisation itself has some faultlines and the Maoist could well exploit these to their 
advantage. 
 

 Also, the stronger the movement becomes in the urban areas the more it is likely to 
contribute to the agrarian revolution – in terms of providing leaders and men and 
material to the people’s war. 
 

 Besides, the Maoist enjoy some degree of sympathy and support among the urban 
intellectuals and the middle class, including students and teachers in schools, colleges 
and universities. 
 

 It is, thus, essential to keep a close watch on Maoist activities in towns and cities. 

 

DEVELOPMENTAL RELATED CAUSES FOR SPREAD OF LEFT EXTREMISM 

 Barring a phase in the late 1960s and early 1970s’ the left extremist movement has been 
largely agrarian in the sense that it seeks to mobilize discontent and mis-governance in 
the rural areas to achieve its objectives. 

 It creates conditions for non-functioning of the government and actively seeks 
disruption of development activities as a means to achieve its objective of ‘wresting 
control’. 

(a) Land Related Factors 

 Evasion of land ceiling laws. 
 Existence of special land tenures (enjoying exemptions under ceiling laws). 
 Encroachment and occupation of Government and Community lands (even the water-

bodies) by powerful sections of society. 
 Lack of title to public land cultivated by the landless poor. 
 Poor implementation of laws prohibiting transfer of tribal land to non-tribals in the Fifth 

Schedule areas. 
 Non-regularisation of traditional land rights. 

(b) Displacement and Forced Evictions 

 Eviction from lands traditionally used by tribals. 



 Displacements caused by irrigation and power projects without adequate arrangements 
for rehabilitation. 

 Large scale land acquisition for ‘public purposes’ without appropriate compensation or 
rehabilitation. 

(c) Livelihood Related Causes 

 Lack of food security – corruption in the Public Distribution System (which are often 
non-functional). 

 Disruption of traditional occupations and lack of alternative work opportunities. 
 Deprivation of traditional rights in common property resources. 

(d) Social Exclusion 

 Denial of dignity. 
 Continued practice, in some areas, of untouchability in various forms. 
 Poor implementation of special laws on prevention of atrocities, protection of civil rights 

and abolition of bonded labour etc. 

(e) Governance Related Factors 

 Corruption and poor provision/non-provision of essential public services including 
primary health care and education. 

 Incompetent, ill trained and poorly motivated public personnel who are mostly absent 
from their place of posting. 

 Misuse of powers by the police and violations of the norms of law. 
 Perversion of electoral politics and unsatisfactory working of local government 

institutions. 

It may be highlighted again that these causes are most glaring in forest areas predominantly 
inhabited by tribal populations who thus become the main instruments and victims of left 
extremist violence. 
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