
 

 

 

 

 

 
Left Wing Extremism 

 
Left Wing Extremism  
 
India has been dealing with three variants of the Internal Security challenge for decades and 
each has its own complexities — a proxy war and terrorism in Kashmir, sub-national 
separatist movements in the Northeast and the Naxal-Maoist insurgency (aka LWE) in the Red 
Corridor. (Left-wing extremists are also known as Maoists globally and as Naxalites in India.) 

 
Origin of LWE 

The left-wing extremism (LWE) or Naxal insurgency in India originated in a 1967 uprising in 
Naxalbari, West Bengal by the Communist Party of India (Marxist). They are the group of people 
who believe in the political theory derived from the teachings of the Chinese political leader 
Mao Zedong. The Naxals strongly believe that the solution to social and economic 
discrimination is to overthrow the existing political system. 
 There are several left-wing extremist organizations in the country operating in many 

areas. 
 The initial uprising was led by Charu Majumdar, Kanu Sanyal and Jangal Santhal, who 

were members of the Communist Party of India (Marxist). The initial uprising was in the 
form of a peasant revolt. 

 Two years later in 1969, the Communist Party of India (Marxist–Leninist) was formed. 
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 Although originated in West Bengal, the movement spread to the less-developed rural 
regions of southern and eastern India, in Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and 
Chhattisgarh. 

 Some groups also engage in parliamentary politics while at the same time, maintaining 
underground cadres. Examples of such groups: Communist Party of India (Marxist-
Leninist) Liberation and the Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) Janashakti. 

 They try to get the support of the marginalized people in rural areas by espousing their 
cause and projecting their real and perceived grievances. 

 
Maoism  
 Maoism is a form of communism developed by Mao Zedong.  
 It is a doctrine to capture State power through a combination of an armed insurgency, 

mass mobilization and strategic alliances.  
 Mao called this process, the ‘Protracted People’s War’, where the emphasis is on 

‘military line’ to capture power. 
 

Red Corridor 
 The Red Corridor is the region in the central, eastern and southern parts of India that 

experience severe Naxalite–Maoist insurgency. 
 The districts affected by this and part of the Corridor are among the poorest in India. 
 Most of the region has a high tribal population. The region is also marked by severe 

caste and economic disparities. 
 Roughly, the Corridor stretches from the Indian border with Nepal and extends to the 

northern fringes of Tamil Nadu. 
 According to the Home Ministry, the districts affected by LWE are in the states of 

Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, Maharashtra, 
Odisha, West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh. 

 The region also has a significantly lower literacy rate compared to the national average. 
 
Causes of left-wing extremism in India 
 
Inequitable development is one of the biggest causes of left-wing extremism in India 
 
 The failure of land reforms especially land redistribution after independence created 

Socio-economic inequities. 
 Political deprivation leading to hopelessness or a sense of powerlessness. 
 Governance deficit in the remote parts of Red Corridor regions. 
 Lack of food security – corruption in the Public Distribution System (which are often 

non-functional). 
 Disruption of traditional occupations and lack of alternative work opportunities. 

 
Tribal discontent 
 



 The issue of Jal-Jangal-Jameen (water, forest, land) is at the centre of these revolts 
initially. Tribal people are routinely exploited for their mineral-rich land. There is illegal 
encroachment and the forest-dwellers are bereft of rights in their own land. 

 The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 deprives tribals, who depend on forest produce for 
their living, from even cutting a bark. 

 Forced Displacements caused by mining, irrigation and power projects without 
adequate arrangements for rehabilitation. As a result, livelihoods were lost. 

 
On part of Government  
 
 Infrastructural problems, for instance, some villages are not yet connected properly with 

any communication network. 
 No Follow-Up from administration: It is seen that even after police takes hold of a 

region, administration fails to provide essential services to the people of that region. 
 Confusion over tackling naxalism as a social issue or as a security threat. 
 State governments considering naxalism as the central government’s issue and thus are 

not taking any initiatives to fight it. 
 Government measures its success on the basis of the number of violent attacks rather 

than the development done in the Naxal-affected areas. 
 

 
 
 
Government Initiatives to control LWE 
 

 SAMADHAN doctrine is the one-stop solution for the LWE problem. It encompasses the 
entire strategy of government from short-term policy to long-term policy formulated at 
different levels. SAMADHAN stands for- 
 

o S- Smart Leadership 
o A-Aggressive Strategy 
o M- Motivation and Training 
o A-Actionable Intelligence 
o D- Dashboard Based KPIs (Key Performance Indicators) and KRAs (Key Result 

Areas) 
o H- Harnessing Technology 
o A-Action plan for each Theatre 
o N- No access to Financing 

 ROSHNI is a special initiative under, Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya 
Yojana (Formerly Aajeevika Skills), launched in June 2013 for training and placement of 
rural poor youth from 27 LWE affected districts in 09 States 



 Intelligence sharing and raising of a separate 66 Indian Reserve Battalion (IRBs), CRPF 
battalions like COBRA battalion, Bastariya battalion etc were done by the government to 
curb the menace of LWE organisations. 

 National Policy and Action Plan in 2015: It consists of a multi-pronged 
approach comprising security measures, development initiatives and ensuring rights & 
entitlements of local communities. 

 The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is supporting the State Governments extensively by 
way of deployment of Central Armed Police Force (CAPF) Battalions, provision of 
helicopters and UAVs and sanction of India Reserve Battalions (IRBs)/ Special India 
Reserve Battalions (SIRBs) etc. 

 Funds are provided under Modernization of Police Force (MPF), Security Related 
Expenditure (SRE) Scheme and Special Infrastructure Scheme (SIS) for modernization 
and training of State Police. 

 Several development initiatives have been implemented for construction of roads, 
installation of mobile towers, skill development, improving network of banks and post 
offices, health and education facilities. 

 Funds for development are also provided to most LWE affected districts under 
the Special Central Assistance (SCA) scheme. 

 Grey Hound Police – The Greyhounds are an elite commando force of Andhra Pradesh 
created to combat left-wing extremists. It is considered the best anti-Naxalite force in 
the country. 

 Surrender Policy – Naxal-affected states have also announced surrender policies. The 
Jharkhand government offered Rs 50000 to surrendered Naxalites plus a monthly 
allowance of Rs.2000, one acre of agricultural land, and educational and health benefits 
to their children.  

 

Current situation 
 
 In the recent data given by the home ministry says that the incidents of Naxal violence 

in the country have dropped by 77 % between 2009 and 2021, and deaths of security 
force personnel due to Maoist violence have more than doubled in Chhattisgarh in the 
past three years. 

 Similarly, the resultant deaths (civilians + security forces) have reduced by 85 % from an 
all-time high of 1,005 in 2010 to 147 in 2021. 

 In states, Chhattisgarh tops the countrywide figure for deaths of security personnel, as 
it accounted for 90% of all security personnel deaths in the country, followed by 
Jharkhand which recorded 5 personnel deaths. 

 There has been a decrease in the geographical spread of violence as only 46 districts 
reported LWE-related violence in 2021, compared to 96 districts in 2010. 

o Due to this, there has been a reduction in the number of districts covered under 
the Security Related Expenditure (SRE) Scheme from 126 to 90 in 2018 and 
further to 70 in 2021. 



o Similarly, the number of districts generating almost 90% of LWE violence, 
classified as the most LWE-affected districts, decreased from 35 in 2018 to 30 in 
2021. 

 

Way Forward 

 The political will of the state is of paramount importance. There should be policies and 
authorities to coordinate government schemes for development of these regions in 
a coherent manner. 

 The government needs innovative solutions for locating armed groups in the thick 
forests of the naxalism-affected regions. 

 An ideology based on violence and annihilation is doomed to fail in a democracy which 
offers legitimate forums of grievance redressal. Through a holistic approach focusing on 
development and security related interventions, the LWE problem can be successfully 
tackled. 
 

 


