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India’s Aircraft Industry 

Recently, Prime Minister laid the foundation stone for the C-295 transport aircraft 
manufacturing facility in Vadodara to be set up by Airbus Defense and Space and Tata 
Advanced Systems Limited (TASL). 

This is the first time a private sector company would be manufacturing a full aircraft in the 
country. 

It will replace the legacy Avro 784 aircraft in the Indian Air Force (IAF) procured in the 1960s. 

What is the C-295MW transporter? 

The C-295MW is a versatile and efficient tactical transport aircraft  of 5-10 tonne capacity with 
contemporary technology. 

It can carry troops and logistical supplies and also suitable for medical or casualty  evacuation,   
Its takeoff strip could be as short as 2200ft. with a flight endurance of up to 11 hours and can 
carry out multi-role operations under all weather conditions. 

Execution of the Project 

TASL will jointly execute the project to equip the air force with the new transport aircraft under 
the Make-in-India initiative in the aerospace sector. 

Airbus will supply the first 16 aircraft in fly away condition between September 2023 and 
August 2025 while the remaining 40 will be assembled in India by TASL between September 
2026 and 2031 at the rate of eight aircraft per year. 



Boost to India’s civil aviation sector 

India civil aviation manufacturing  has a much bigger footprint in than its defence, in addition to 
being a major market itself. 

Airbus and Boeing do significant sourcing from India for their civil programmes . 

According to Airbus every commercial aircraft manufactured by them today is partly designed 
and made in India. 

Since 2007, Airbus has had a wholly domestic-owned design centre in India which has more 
than 650 engineers who specialize in high-tech aeronautical engineering and work across both 
fixed- and rotary-wing Airbus aircraft programmes.  

India now has world’s fastest-growing aviation sector and it is about to reach the top three 
countries in the world in terms of air traffic. 

Another major growing area is Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO) for which India can 
emerge as the regional hub. 
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