
 

 

 

 

 

India China Border Dispute 
 

India China Border Dispute 
 
India and China share a total boundary of approximately 3,488 kilometres (second largest after 
Bangladesh). 
The Sino-Indian border is generally divided into three sectors: the western, middle, and 
eastern sectors sharing border with Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, and Arunachal Pradesh. 
 
About Galwan Valley 

 The valley refers to the land that sits between steep mountains that buffet the Galwan 
River. 

 The River has its source in Aksai Chin, on China’s side of the LAC, and it flows from the 
east to Ladakh, where it meets the Shyok River on India’s side of the LAC. 

 The valley is strategically located between Ladakh in the west and Aksai Chin in the east, 
which is currently controlled by China as part of its Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. 

 

Border disputes between India & China 
 In the Western sector: Here India shares a 2152 km long border with China, and 

territorial disputes over Aksai Chin region of Jammu and Kashmir, with both countries 
claiming the region as their own. 
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 The dispute is said to be due to the failure of the British empire as it failed to demarcate 
a legal border between both countries. During the British rule in India two borderlines 
were proposed – Johnson’s line and McDonald line in 1865 and 1893 respectively. 

 The Johnson’s line shows Aksai Chin in Ladakh i.e. under India’s control whereas 
McDonald Line places it under China’s control. India considers Johnson Line as a rightful 
national border with China, while on the other hand, China considers the McDonald Line 
as the correct border with India. 

 At present, Line of Actual Control (LAC) is the line separating Indian areas of Ladakh 
from Aksai Chin. It is concurrent with the Chinese Aksai Chin claim line. 

o The recent dispute is around the region of the northern bank of Pangong Tso 
lake, Demchok and the Galwan Valley.  

 In the middle sector: Here India roughly shares about a 625 km long boundary with 
China with a few minor disputes regarding Tibet.  

o The states of Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand touch the border with Tibet in 
this sector. 

 In the Eastern Sector: Here India shares a 1,140 km long boundary with China and this 
boundary line is called McMahon Line.  

 China considers the McMahon Line to be illegal and unacceptable, claiming that 
Tibetan representatives who signed the 1914 Shimla Convention, which delineated the 
McMahon Line on the map, lacked the legal authority to do so. 

o The major dispute here is around the region of Tawang Valley of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Chumbi Valley (Dokalam Tri- Junction) which India shares with Bhutan. 

 
What does the border agreements say? 
 
1993 and 1996 agreements 
 A key element of both the 1993 and 1996 agreements is that the two sides would keep 

their forces in the areas along the LAC to a minimum level. However, the agreements do 
not define what comprises the minimum level.  

 The 1996 agreement limits the deployment of major categories of armaments close to 
the LAC, including tanks, infantry combat vehicles, guns with 75-mm or bigger calibre, 
mortars with 120-mm or above and various missiles.  

 It also limits combat aircraft from flying within 10 km of the LAC. It stipulates that 
neither side “shall open fire, cause bio-degradation, use hazardous chemicals, conduct 
blast operations or hunt with guns or explosives within two km” from the LAC. 

 The 1993 and 1996 agreements also mandate that pending a final solution to the 
boundary question, the two sides shall strictly respect the LAC.  

 
2013 Border Defense Cooperation Agreement  



 In 2012, India and China agreed to establish a Working Mechanism for Consultation and 
Coordination to “study ways and means to conduct and strengthen exchanges and 
cooperation between military personnel and establishment in the border areas.”  

 The 2013 Border Defence Cooperation Agreement lists several mechanisms to reduce 
misunderstandings and improve communication. Article VI of the agreement prohibits 
either side from tailing the patrols of the other “in areas where there is no common 
understanding of the line of actual control”. 

 

 

 


