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Police Commissionerate system 
 
Due to dithering by magistrates sometime, it can be seen that the law and order situation goes 
out of hands which create serious consequences flowing on to the citizenry. This has led to the 
demand for establishing a Police Commissionerates System. 

What is Dual command system? 
 
 There is separation of powers between the DM and the police. 
 DM is entrusted with issuing arrest warrants, licenses while the SP has powers and 

responsibilities to investigate crime and make arrests. 
 The system is designed to ensure a lower concentration of power and making the police 

more accountable to the DM at the district level but it is difficult to set accountability in 
event of any mismanagement of law and order situations like some protest or riots, as a 
blame game emanates from this dual system of policing. 

 
What is Police commissionerate system? 

The commissioner of police under the commissionerate system exercises the powers and duties 
of a District Magistrate however, under the dual command system, the District Magistrate and 
the Superintendent of Police (SP) share powers and responsibilities in a district. 

 
Structure of commissionerate system 
 
 A deputy inspector general of police (DIG) rank or above officer will be appointed as 

Commissioner of Police (CP). 



 CP will be assisted by special commissioner, joint commissioner, additional 
commissioner and deputy commissioner. 

 According to the commissionerate system implemented in various states, the CP will 
directly report to the government, in place of DM. 

 

How does the commissionerate system empower the police? 
 
 The commissioner of police under the commissionerate system exercises the powers 

and duties of a District Magistrate. 
 These powers are also available to any officer under the commissioner who is not below 

the rank of an Assistant Commissioner of Police. 
 This essentially means that such police officers now have powers of preventive arrest, 

imposing Section 144 of the CrPC Act and also to initiate chapter proceedings which 
include issuing show cause notices to persons asking them to execute a bond with or 
without sureties for good behaviour in interest of the public. 

 The police are also empowered to conduct externment proceedings and issue written 
orders to remove a person from their jurisdiction of the commissionerate for a 
maximum of two years. 

 
Need for commissionerate system  
 
 Various committees constituted to suggest police reforms, have recommended the 

implementation of a police commissioner system in cities which have witnessed rapid 
urbanization and have a population of more than 10 lakhs. 

 In the 6th report of the National Police Commission, it noted that as compared to police 
in districts, police in commissionerate in small areas had a better account of themselves. 

 It further pointed out that in urban areas, the changing dynamism and growing 
complexities of security threats required a swift and prompt response leaving very little 
time for discussion and debate, while recommending that the commissionerate system 
can be started in urban areas with a population of 10 lakh and above. 

 
Issues Related to Commissionerate system 
 

 Since the colonial era the police lack to create its image as a pro people institution. The 
police do not inspire public confidence and people generally bring their grievances to 
the magistrates. 

 This will lead to immense power in the hands of police which already lacks public 
confidence. 

 This system works better in states where the literacy ratio is higher and people have 
wide knowledge about law and their fundamental rights. 
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