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Artemis Mission 
 

NASA’s Artemis 1 mission is aimed at exploring the Moon with the specific objective of getting 
human beings back on the lunar surface. It is touted as the next generation of lunar exploration 
after Apollo. 
In Greek mythology Artemis is twin sister of Apollo and goddess of the moon. 
 
About Artemis 1 
 
 Artemis 1 is all about laying the foundations for more complex and ambitious missions. 
 It is carrying several payloads in the form of small satellites called CubeSats, equipped 

with instruments meant for specific investigations and experiments. 
 Then there are biology experiments, investigating the behaviour of small organisms 

like fungi and algae in outer space, and the effect of radiation, especially the reaction 
on their genes. 

 The Orion spacecraft, which is specifically designed to carry astronauts into deep space 
on future missions, will have three dummy ‘passengers’ — mannequins made of 
material that mimic human bones, skin, and soft tissue. 

 These would be equipped with a host of sensors to record the various impacts of deep 
space atmosphere on the human body. 

 The rocket that is being used for the Artemis missions, called Space Launch System, or 
SLS, is the most powerful ever built. 

 The giant, 98-metre-tall rocket, weighing 2,500 tonnes, can help the Orion spacecraft 
achieve speeds of over 36,000 km per hour, and take it directly to the Moon. 

 
 
 



Apart from NASA other agencies involve in Artemis program 
 
 Canadian Space Agency has committed to providing advanced robotics for the gateway, 
 The European Space Agency will provide the International Habitat and the ESPRIT 

module, which will deliver additional communications capabilities among other things. 
 The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency plans to contribute habitation components 

and logistics resupply. 
 
 ISRO’s lunar program 
 
Chandrayaan 1: 
 
The Chandrayaan project began in 2007 with an agreement between India’s space agency ISRO 
and Russia’s ROSCOSMOS for mutual cooperation. 
However, the mission was postponed in January 2013 and rescheduled to 2016 as Russia was 
unable to develop the Lander on time. 
Findings: Confirmed presence of Lunar water. 
Evidence of Lunar caves formed by an ancient lunar lava flow. 
Past tectonic activity was found on the lunar surface. 
The faults and fractures discovered could be features of past interior tectonic activity coupled 
with meteorite impacts. 
 
Chandrayaan-2  
 
 India's second mission to the moon and comprises a fully indigenous Orbiter, Lander (Vikram) 
and Rover (Pragyan). 
The Rover Pragyan is housed inside Vikram Lander. 
 
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) recently announced India’s third lunar 
mission Chandrayaan-3, which will comprise a Lander and a rover. 
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