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Russia-Ukraine Conflict 
 

 The conflict between Russia and Ukraine  is the largest attack by one state on another in Europe 
since the second world war, and the first since the Balkan conflict in the 1990s. 

 For the United States and the European Union, Ukraine is a crucial buffer between Russia and 
the West.  

 As tensions with Russia rise, the US and the EU are increasingly determined to keep Ukraine 
away from Russian control. 

 Back ground 
 Ukraine was under different rulers including the Ottoman Empire, Russian Empire, and the 

Soviet Union. 
 It gained independence in 1991 following the disintegration of the Soviet Union. 

 
       ORANGE REVOLUTION OF 2004-05 

 Following the 2004 Presidential election in Ukraine, a series of protests and civil unrest occurred 
in the country, dubbed the Orange Revolution. 

 The corruption and malpractice charges in voting alleged by the protestors were upheld by the 
Supreme Court and the court annulled the election results. Viktor Yushchenko was declared the 
winner following the re-election. His campaign colour theme was orange, hence the name. 

 
       

 



 
 
 
 
 
 EUROMAIDAN MOVEMENT 

 In 2014, the country grabbed attention for the Euromaidan movement or the Revolution of 
dignity. The civil unrests were based on goals including the removal of then-President Viktor 
Yanukovych and restoration of 2004 constitutional amendments. 

       ANNEXATION OF CRIMEA 

 Crimea is a peninsula on the Northern coast of the Black Sea in Eastern Europe. The population 
includes mostly ethnic Russians but has Ukrainians and Crimeans as well. 

 In the 18th century, Crimea was annexed by the Russian empire. Following the Russian 
Revolution, Crimea became an autonomous region in the Soviet Union. 

 In 1954, Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev, a Ukrainian by birth, transferred Crimea to 
Ukraine.  But the status of Crimea remained disputed since then. 

 In February 2014, post-Ukrainian Revolution, Russian troops were deployed in Crimea. A 
referendum on reunification with Russia was held in March in which 90% population favoured 
joining Russia. Despite opposition from Ukraine, Russia formally annexed Crimea in March 2014. 

THE MINSK AGREEMENTS BETWEEN RUSSIA-UKRAINE 

 Following the 2014 Ukraine revolution and the Euromaidan movement, civil unrest erupted in 
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions (together called the Donbas region) in Eastern Ukraine which 
borders Russia. 

 The majority population in these regions are Russians and it has been alleged that Russia fuelled 
anti-government campaigns there. Russia-backed insurgents and the Ukrainian military engaged 
in armed confrontations in the region. 

   MINSK I 
 In September 2014, talks led to the signing of the Minsk protocol (Minsk I) by the Trilateral 

Contact Group involving Ukraine, Russia, and the Organisation for the Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE). It is a 12 point ceasefire deal involving provisions like weapon removal, 
prisoner exchanges, humanitarian aid, etc. But the deal broke following violations by both 
sides. 

   MINSK II 
 In 2015, yet another protocol termed Minsk II was signed by the parties. It included provisions 

to delegate more power to the rebel-controlled regions. But the clauses remain un-
implemented due to differences between Ukraine and Russia. 

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 
 The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) is the world’s largest security-

oriented intergovernmental organization with observer status at the United Nations. It is based 



 
 
 
 
 

in Vienna, Austria. It has 57 members spanning across Europe, Asia, and North America. India is 
not a member. Decisions are made by consensus. 

 Its mandate includes issues such as arms control, promotion of human rights, freedom of the 
press, and fair elections. It has its origins in the mid-1975 Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe (CSCE) held in Helsinki, Finland. In 1994, CSCE was renamed the OSCE. It 
was created during the Cold War era as an East-West forum. 

Reasons for Russian Aggression 
The main reasons for Russian aggression are discussed below. 

ECONOMIC FACTORS 

 Russia, considering the economic significance of Ukraine, sought Ukraine’s membership in 
the Eurasian Economic Community (EAEC), which is a free trade agreement that came into 
being in 2015. 

 With its huge market and advanced agriculture and industrial output, Ukraine was supposed to 
play an important role. But Ukraine refused to join the agreement. 

GEO-POLITICAL AND STRATEGIC FACTORS 

 Russia claims that the eastward expansion by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) which they call “enlargement”, has threatened Russia’s interests and has asked for 
written security guarantees from NATO. 

 NATO, led by the U.S., has planned to install missile defence systems in eastern Europe in 
countries like Poland and the Czech Republic to counter Russia’s intercontinental-range missiles. 

 The Ukraine crisis was justified by the Russian President on the grounds of security interests 
and the rights of ethnic Russians in former Soviet Republics. 

 Russia wants an assurance from the West that Ukraine will never be allowed to join NATO. Kyiv 
is currently a “partner country”, which implies that it will be allowed to join the military alliance 
in the future. 

 The US and its western allies are refusing to bar Ukraine from NATO, claiming it as a sovereign 
country that is free to choose its own security alliances. 

Impact on World Economy: 

  POVERTY AND HUNGER: 

 The World Bank’s baseline projection assumes Ukraine’s poverty, based on the $5.50 per day 
threshold rate, will increase from 1.8% in 2021 to 19.8% in 2022. 

 World Bank said the latest surge in food prices could push an additional 40 million people under 
the $1.90-per-day poverty line. 



 
 
 
 
 

 Steeper price increases for food and fuel may spur a greater risk of unrest in some regions, from 
Sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America to the Caucasus and Central Asia, while food insecurity is 
likely to further increase in parts of Africa and the Middle East. 

 With Ukraine and Russia accounting for up to 30% of the global exports for wheat, food prices, 
too, have jumped. 

          ENERGY TRADE: 

 Russia and Ukraine are major commodity producers, and disruptions there have resulted in 
soaring global prices, especially that of oil and natural gas. 

COMMODITY TRADE: 

 The IMF says that wider supply-chain disruptions, in addition to rising fuel 
prices, may also be consequential. 

 Disruptions, sanctions and higher commodity prices also bear the potential of 
troubling global value chains. 

 Conflict and subsequent sanctions have frayed trade connectivity by disrupting 
transit routes, particularly for maritime container shipping and air freight traffic. 

 Higher fuel prices and insurance premiums have pushed up shipping costs. 

        SERVICES AND TRAVEL: 

 World Bank also pointed to the global impact on services trade as outbound travel 
was disrupted with airspace closures, travel restrictions, sanctions and increased fuel prices. 

 Russia and Ukraine are among the top 10 countries for total global departures and a key source 
of revenue for tourism-reliant countries in Europe, East Asia and the Pacific, the Middle East, 
North Africa and South Asia. 

INVESTMENT AND FINANCE: 

 The OECD observed that inflation is hitting living standards and reducing consumer spending 
across the globe, and businesses are becoming less optimistic about future production. 
Crucially, that hit to confidence is deterring investment, which in turn threatens to hurt supply 
for years to come. 

 

Impact on INDIA: 
 The Russia-Ukraine crisis will send cooking gas, petrol and other fuel bills soaring for Indian 

households and businesses. Higher oil prices add to freight/transportation costs. 



 
 
 
 
 

 Depending on how long global oil prices remain elevated, the tensions could raise questions on 
the RBI's credibility in making inflation projections and upset the government’s budget 
calculations, particularly fiscal deficit. 

 The surge in crude oil prices will lead to an increase in India’s oil import bills, and gold imports 

could jump back up, keeping the rupee under pressure. 

India`s  Stand on Russia-Ukraine war: 

                 INDIA-RUSSIA FRIENDSHIP: 

 Russia remains India’s biggest and time-tested supplier of military hardware. 
 Russia has boosted India’s defence capability against China with the S-400 air defence system. 
 Moscow is also a reliable ally in the UN Security Council. India-Russia ties have ensured that 

Delhi has not been entirely left out of the conversation on Afghanistan, and Central Asia, while 
also providing some leverage with the US. 

 Russia is an important partner for India in the area of peaceful use of nuclear energy. 

                 INDIA’S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WEST: 

 The US, the European Union, and the UK are all vital partners, and India’s relations with each of 
them, and the Western world in general, go far beyond the sum of their parts. 

 In the UNSC, India has counted on France’s unstinted backing on many issues. 
 India has relied on western support as it deals with an aggressive China on the Line of Actual 

Control. 
 Recently the West has also been supportive of India’s aim to contain Pakistan’s support for 

cross-border terrorism. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
MOVING AWAY FROM NEUTRALITY BUT MAINTAINING BALANCE: 
 

 Prime Minister Modi’s appeal to President Putin for a “cessation of violence” and for all sides to 
return to the dialogue table was certainly a notch up from India’s earlier explicitly neutral 
stance, and carried a hint of the compulsions to get off the fence, though still largely 
maintaining a balance. 

WAY FORWARD : 
 The Russia-Ukraine conflict is threatening the delicate balance the world is in right now and 

escalation can have manifold impacts on a global scale.  There is a strong case for de-escalation, 
as a peaceful culmination of severed relations is for the good of everyone in the region and the 
world over. 

 The US can play a central role in the management of the Russia- Ukraine conflict with support 
from the other European allies like the UK, Germany, and France. 



 
 
 
 
 

 Negotiations and strategic investments should be aimed at creating sustainable resolution of the 
conflict. 

 It will not be enough to just smooth over the difficulties, but major attention to be given to 
structure the military disengagement to minimize the chances of backsliding. 
 
 

 :9971053929,7275253434 
 :info@prismaticinstitute.com 
 www.prismaticinstitute.com 
 
 
 
 

Regd. Office:-A-53, 3rd Floor Prashant Vihar Rohini Sector 14 

New Delhi-110085 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


